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Tk, Syllabus
GR&QTE% 1 Corinthians

!(;IFB%L;IC_A]L LEADERSHIP Spn ng 2009
Course Description

Often we idealize the®*icentury church, thinking that the e ;

early Christians were all about love, harmony and sharingwi ﬂ‘

one another. But, as shown in the book of 1 Corinthians, tl
early churches had great struggles. They battled divisiven
and racism. They wrestled with haw live in a secular culture
filled with sexual permissiveness and rampant materialism.
other words, the I' century church faced the same battles we
do today.

This 11 week claskoks at the letter written by the
apostle Paul to the church in Corintin each lecture we will

explore the message of thepostle Paufirst by understanding &4

the historical, potfical, and social context of this churc
located in ' century GreeceWe will work our way through
the book to see God's message fOorinth at this time, and
how that message applies to us today. Students will %
expected to commit to attending the lectures and read alo g
and outline the book through the term.

Course Objectives

Students will read the book df Corinthians twice

Students will undestand the major themes, the flow, and the messagé @orinthians
Students will gain a better understanding of proper biblical hermeneutics

Students will feel more confident in their understanding and use oflti@orinthiansn their own
personal live and in future ministries.

Course Requirements

¢ Each student will read through the book bfCorinthians
¢ Each student will complete a simple chart for the book @orinthians
¢ 9FOK addzRSyd egAtt (GdzNYy Ay |y nContdasOl GA2y F2NJ G§KSAN

Other Details

Suggestion Donation: $10.00

Instructor: Ken Carson

Contact Info: Home Phone: 54607-0410; EMail: kcarson97404@msn.com

Time: Sunday mornings, 9:300:45.

Location: Room 104

Course Notes & Audio Lectures: On the World Wide Webtahttp://www.gcfweb.org/institute

O 0 O 0
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Course Schedule:

‘ Topic

Week Date Scripture

1 March 29 Introduction

2 April 5 Divisiveness 1 Corinthians 1:4:21
3 April 12 Confrontation 1 Corinthians 5:6:11
4 April 19 Sexual Immorality 1 Corinthians 6:1:2:40
5 April 26 Christian Liberty Part 1 1 Corinthians 8:9:24
6 May 3 Christian Liberty Part 2 1 Corinthians 10:11:1
7 May 10 Disruption in Church 1 Corinthians 11:34
8 May 17 Spiritual Gifting Part 1 1 Corinthians 12:13:13
9 May 24 SpiritualGifting Part 2 1 Corinthians 14:40
10 May 31 Resurrection 1 Corinthians 15:58
11 June 7 Giving 1 Corinthians 16:24

*Homework due (outline and impact paragraph).

© 2009 Ken Carson




Week 1: Introduction

—
INSTITUTE
FOR BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP

The Author : Paul

Context of Acts 22

Towards the end of his recorded missionary
journeys, Paul decides to return to Jerusalem
t I dzf Qa / KNRAGAL Y
wanted man in Jerusalem and if he returns he will
surely be imprisoned. Nonetheless, Paul is sure
that this is the path God has for him.

Sure enough, as soon as Paul arrives in
Jerusalem, there is troubleews from Asia had
reported to the Jewish authorities that Paul had
been preaching against the Law in synagogues
throughout Asia Minor and into Greece. He had
been teaching that Gentiles could have a
relationship with God outside of the Law. This was
a postion with which many Jews within the church
struggled, let alone those Jews outside the church.
Interestingly, it was not the fact that Paul was
teaching that Jesus was the Christ which upset the
Jews, but that the Law was moot because of
Christ. This is®) with which the church itself had
been struggling, ultimately became more of a
dividing line between Jews and Christians than the
Messianic claims of Jesus!

In this context Paul falsely accused of having
brought a Gentile into the temple, which was a
clear violation of Jewish law and was punishable
by death. As a result, the entire city erupts into
chaos as a lynch mob tries to seize Paul. In the
midst of the chaos, Roman troops arrest Paul for
disrupting the police. However, because of his
standing as aRoman citizen, Paul is allowed to
address his Jewish accusers and defend himself.
Acts 22 records this address in which Paul gives a
defense of his teaching.

t I dzf Q3 ! LI NA-IAY I o! Ol a

The author of Acts tells us that Paul gives his
defense speech iActs 22 in the Hebrew language
rather than Greek. The effect of this is that the
crowd becomes silent. The accusation against Paul

TNR SY R gt NI prdadhi¥g affngsl'safée of'salvatibrfifor '

the Gentiles outside of the Jewish traditions, so
just by speaking in Hebw he catches the crowd
off guard and they become intrigued by what he
might be saying to them.

He starts defense with an autobiography. Paul
is a Jew. He may have been born in the Greek city
of Tarsus, but he had been sent to Jerusalem for
his education.Indeed, he was tutored by the
famous conservative Jewish rabbi Gamaliel and
taught strict adherence and zealous defense of the
Jewish law (Acts 22:3).

Throughout his epistles, Paul made note of his
Jewish heritage. No one would be able to accuse
him of beng more Jewish than he (2 Corinthians
11:22). He was a son of Abraham and of the tribe
of Benjamin (Romans 11:1), and his Jewish name,
Saul, comes from the most famous Benjaminite,
King Saul. He had been circumcised eight days
according to Jewish Law, andlas raised as a
Pharisee. Pharisees believed in a literal and strict
interpretation of the Jewish law. And by using
such a strict interpretation, Paul was able to claim
that he was blameless under the law (Philippians
oYcO® LYRSSRI tlI dzftoNBbaé al
(Philippians 3:5).

While Paul was indeed a Hebrew of Hebrews,
he also could fit well into the Gentile world. He
inherited Roman citizenship from his father.
Roman citizenship would be given as an honor for
services rendered to a Roman official, papls by
tFdAf Qa FIl G§KSN®
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citizenship to his advantage throughout his
journeys.

_ _ Date Epistle 9@SyiGa Ay t
Paul Persecution of the Church (Acts 22:4-5a) AD 33 Jesus died and rose
Paul was so zealous in his defense of the Law | 34 B;mizsfcu‘;a ©2yOSNEA
0KIFId @gKSy I yS¢g aSOG Ohft§R &l K Bspefdstie b AraliaNP & S
teaching a rore liberal understanding of the law, 37 Barnabas introduces Paul to the
. . church in Jerusalem. Faces
he actively persecuted its members (Acts 22:4). persecution
Acting under orders of the High Priest and the Paul returns to live in Tarsus
Jewish l il he i . d d a7 Barnabas brings Paul to Antioch
ewish ruling council, he imprisoned and was First Missionary Journey
complicit in the execution of those in this sect 49 Galatians The Jerusalem Council
(22:5). He was present and roplicit in the 5051 | 1&2 | Second Missionary Journeyl8
. . L Thessalonians| months in Corinth
execution of the first Christian martyr, Stephen 1&2 Third Missionary Journey2
(Acts 8:1, 22:20). Corinthians years In Ephesus
. X & e 4 & rRanans A AN T L1 x
t I dzf Qa LISNER SOdzl A 2 )/ 2 57 O[O OK uﬁh‘]ﬁfn’brisone?iﬁ J&usalem
something which he would come to deeply regret. 60 The Journey to Rome
While before his conversion to Christianity he had | 61 E';il':srggr‘ﬁ Paul imprisoned in Rome
0SSy arOGAy3a Ay MAYHAF Y OSE | hidsian$ A Y2 (K&
Ffgleda O2yaARSNBR KAYasS|f T |@Ahpsans gif SI|- Iéij 2F (K|S
« A x oz oA X < A «| 62 .a A X « | Payl relea TOrpHSON. A < =
Flizadt Saé 080K dzas 2F KA & PLISNE 8 Odzi[ndy dq PRS0 dzZND K
(1 Corinthiansl5:9). His forgiveness for his violent 63 1 & 2 Timothy | Reimprisionment & Martyrdom
Titus

harassment of the church also gave him a deep
appreciation for the grace of God (1 Timothy
1:14)

Events on the Road to Damascus (Acts 22:5b-16)

On one occasion Saul sought to go to
Damascus in Syria to round up the Christians and
return them to Jerusalem for persecution (22:5b).
On the road to Damascus Paul encounters Jesus. A
bright light comes from heaven, and he hears a
@2A0S ONE 2dzi a{ldz = @Ke&
Paul asks who it is that is calling to him from
KSH@Syd® ¢KS @2A0S NBaLR
bFET I NBYyS> 6K2Y @2dz | NB
Jesus what to do, andesus instructs him to go on
to Damascus, where he would be given
instructions (22:10). However, he had to be led to
Damascus because he had been blinded by the
bright light (22:11). In Damascus, Paul meets

Ananias, another devout, conservative Jew
(221290 ' Yy YAl & YANI Odz 2 dzaf
blindness (22:13) and his spiritual blindness
(22:1416).

© 2009 Ken Carson

Sources(Gundry 318319), (Cole)

His Call as Apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 22:17-21)

' FTGSNI KAa O2y@SNRERAZ2Y S
preach the gospel to the Jews. After all, he was
trained as a Pharisee. He knew the law; he knew
the Jewish mind. He had better training and
education than any of the apostles did. What
better person to convincehe Jews that Jesus was
the Messiah? So Paul went to Jerusalem and
preached convincingly to the Jews that Jesus was

I dzt Q

TKQe’ E0N2 Ths Rk 8080 PYar V8o 20 UK

calling.

v R \évgile h(ex Kvas :flbk? to Wg giazgducaéi% §lnd

LIERROd e oo g e ?rtg%m%?”?pﬁ”%”? 5

Christ to the Jews, his ministry was ineffec
t | dzf Qa4 LINBI OKAy 3
by the Jews, and at the same time, the Christians
were skeptical of his conversion thinking he may
be working undercover and seeking to expdée

(Acts 9:26). So, one day while in the Jewish

ve.

oMRE PR MR B VISI9N e A

commanded ahim to leave Jerusalem (22118).
Paul tried to argue with Jesus, telling him of how
his background made him the perfect person to

Ay WSNHzaIfSY
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preach to the Jews (229120). But Jesus again told
KAY G2 fSI@®S F2NJ aL oAttt aSyR &2dz FFINI Fgte G2 (GKS

DSyiGAf Saoé

While Paul would always earnestly desire for
his countrymen to accept Jesus as their Messiah
(Romans 9:8), this was not to be his calling by
Jesus. He was to be thapostle to the Gentiles.
CKAA ¢l a tldzxQa OFfftAy3
(Galatians 1:186)). This was a calling not from
the other apostles (Galatians 1:P4).

So Paul was taken by Barnabas and they left
Jerusalem (Acts 9:230) and for many years Paul
waited in Arabia and Damascus to fulfill the calling
of the Lord (Galatians 1:121).

His Basis of Apostolic Authority

Paul had seen the glory of God, recognized
Him as Lord. The Lord identified himself as Jesus.
Paul may nothave been an eyewitness to the
YAYA&AUNR 2F WS&adzas o dz
of Jesus resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:8). This put
him on-par with the apostles who had walked with
Jesus and had been eyewitnesses to his life and his
resurrection (1 Canthians 9:1).

Paul had been called by Jesus himself to be
His apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15, 22:21,
26:1618). His calling as such did not come from
the other apostles, but from Christ himself
(Galatians 1:14112). The other apostles, having
heard oft | dzft Q&4 OF f f Ay 3x
as the apostle to the Gentiles (Galatians 2:2, 9).

Nonetheless, there would be many who
R2dz0 GSR t I dzZ Qa NBfS | &
Christians who struggled with his teaching that
Gentiles did not have tooflow the Jewish Law to
be Christian and amongst the Gentile Christians
gK2 RAR y2i4 fA1S KAa
own apostleship becomes one of the major sub
themes raised throughout his epistles.

The Missionary Journeys

Antioch: The Sending Church

In Acts 11:19, persecution spreads the
Christians out from Judea and Samaria, to the city
cf AHogh. Af 5t ihg Ghisyags ogly share g
the Jews in Antioch, but soon some men from
Christians from Cyprus arrive in Antioch drebin
proclaiming the gospel to the Greeks (11:20). This
concerns the apostles, so Barnabas is sent to
investigate (11:22). Barnabas investigates and
finds that that many are coming to believe in
Antioch. He then travels to Tarsus to find Paul, and
the two of them stay in Antioch and teach them
for a year.

Antioch was a very large city, second only to
Rome itself in population. Because of its size and

i R\igal igfldeqigsy dhe chyrgh in Antiggh fecomes, - 5 5
an important center for Christianity, second only
to Jeusalem itself. This is the first church to
preach to the Gentiles. This is the first church
where disciples are called Christians.

This is the first church to send out
missionaries. In Acts 13:1 this church in Antioch
sends Barnabas and Paul on a missto Asia
Minor to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. After
years of waiting, Paul begins to fulfill the calling he

OO LUREABIMUESE s 5 NYSR KA Y

t I dzZf Qa LGAYSNI NARSaA
Y U 9% s TANBY ( YA A ARl NB €2
arnabas through central Asia Minor, probably as
far up as southern Galatia (Acts-13). It is at the
end of this journey that Paul and Barnabas find

0 81 ERMGGY PPk, 1, PHpaleR dgfendingsthely 5 4

ministry to the Gentiles at the Jerusalem Council.
As Paul and Barnabas head out on their
second missionary jourye they part company
due to a disagreement over whether or not to take
John Mark with them on the journey (Acts
15:36ff). Barnabas and Mark sail to Cyprus, while
Paul takes Silas as his partner and they head back
to Asia Minor. However God tells Paul thtaey
are not to continue in Asia Minor, but are to cross

© 2009 Ken Carson
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GKS 1'S3aSty {SI Ay 9dzNE LIS buiderO ioa thev churehest hedzés@liishedS @2 y R
missionary journey takes him into Macedonia and Thessalonians 2:9, 2 Thessalonians 3:8).
Greece, where he establishes churches in Philippi ¢ KNRdzZIK2dzi t I dzf Qa 22dzNySeézx
(Acts 16:1340), Thessalonica (Acts 1R} and came to a city, he followed a similar pattern in his
Cotinth (Acts 18). Paul stays in Corinth for 18 preaching. He always began teaching Jews in the
months supporting and teaching in the church synagogue, leading many Jews to Christ. Those
there. At the end of that 18 month period he Javs, however, who did not believe eventually
returns briefly to Antioch. throw him out of the synagogue. So Paul then

t I dzAf Q&4 GKANR YAaaAiz2yl NibegiBspozhtlir do Geriiles f2theé xigy . AS Suih,
by a two year stay in the city of Ephesus. Rathe the churches he establishes throughout Asia Minor
GKIEY I a22dzNySeé¢ tA1S K SndEAdER dre builydR tha fSuddatoiRof Judlsrh)d = G KA a
NBIrftfte Aa | RSAONALIIAZ2Y BfFhave IstdaigQentileYpegeSce. (iTResedniidkdS a dza
and his leaving Ephesus as he journeys back to Jewish and Gentile churches represent in a
WSNHzal £t SY o! O0Ga wmdpod 2 Kkicréeosm tfe greataikniilidgiotlew tarkd dzénfiel
YAYAAGNE Aa a2 AYLI OG G Kintdisométhirighew and anique A& 8nBrchA Yy ! & A |
heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and

DNBS1a¢ 0! O0ta MpYMNO® His Hardships
After two years in Ephesus, Paul is ¢CKNBdAK2dzi t 1l dzf Qa8 22dNySea

determined to go to Rome. But for Paul, the road tremendous persecution, both from Jewshw
to Rome goes east out of Ephesus towards the city  disliked his teaching and from Gentile authorities.
of Jerusalem. Paul would go to Jerusalem because He had been whipped with 39 lashes on five

he knew thathe would be arrested, after which he different occasions, thrice beaten with rods, three
would appeal to Caesar, as was his right as a times shipwrecked, and even stoned and left for
Roman citizen, thus providing him with a trip to dead. He was imprisoned in Philippi, Jerusalem,

Rome with all expenses paid by the Roman Caesarea rad Rome. In fact, he probably spent
empire. This brings us back to Acts 22, where he is  nearly as much time in prison as he did during his

arrested and after several yesiof sitting in a jail missionary journeys.

in Caesarea, he is finally brought to Rome to await LY FTRRAGAZ2YyZ tldz aLSF{1a 27
his trial before Caesar. That is where the book of G KS Ff SakKé Ay H [/ 2NAYGKAIFYya w
Acts ends. conjecture as to what this ailment is, including a

¢CKS NBad 2F tl dAf Qa f AT Bersidtent tdmkit&ionaalphy@i€aDdilmest, For badzO K
conjecture. Tradition has that he was acquitted in eyesight. But whatever the weakness, and
his trial, and aftewards he traveled to Spain to whatever hardship Paul endured, he always
establish churches there. Eventually he returned looked to Christ for his strength (2 Corinthians
to Rome where he was finally arrested and 12:9) and he counted it a privilege to share in the
martyred late in life. suffering of Christ (Co$sians 1:24).

t I dzZ Qa t N2OSaa

Wherever Paul went preaching, he followed a
consistent pattern. First, Paul earned his living not
by requiring donations from the churches. He was
a tentmaker (Acts 18:3), and supported himself in
this ministry. This freed him from the accusation
that his preaching was just for the money (2
Corinthians 11:710) and keep him from being a

The Character of Paul
¢CKS 1'1L1RadtsS tldAf Qa YAaairzyl N
very important to the spread of Christianity
amongst the Gentiles. But his greater legacy would
not be the churches he established throughout the
Roman Epire, but thirteen letters he sent to

© 2009 Ken Carson
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encourage, teach and even chastise these ",,just as also our beloved brother
churches. Paul, according to the wisdom given him,

Ly FIOG=zZ tIdzZf Qa NBI f a ( Misty Biysu, os mlSoain af id lettary, KA &
charisma or in his speaking abilities, but in his speaking in them of these things, in which
writing. Paul was, in fact, probably a rather are some things hard to understand,
unimpressive individual which the untaught and unstable distort,

The apocryphal bookThe Acts of Paul and as they do also theest of the Scriptures,
Thecladescribes Paul as: to their owndestruction. " (2 Peter 3:15

XF  YFy &Yl f fheatefl, aAl Sz 1gAI-,fR _ o ] i
bandylegged, wekbuilt, with eyebrows tSUSNI FOlyzet SRISA UKKFG th

meeting, (and) rather long’ 2 & SR X

difficult to understand, and that they are often

RAAG2NISR® . dzi t SGSNI I faz Sl
In addition, from the scripture, it appears that scripture. Peter tells his readers thtitey should
he had bad eyesight, was prone to having a I RKSNB (2 G(KS LINAYOALX $& T2
temper, and was a poor public speaker (2 4nq strive to understand what Paul is saying so as
Corinthians 11:6). to avoid doctrinal error.
C2N) GKSe aléesz al ra f Soﬂl-(j['jgd%ﬁé I'EN_FB tq%ﬁ%ﬂ%uq 340G SNE
and strong, but his personal presence is . . .
. . , Often time Paul is perceived by modern
unimpressive and his epch . i _
02y i S Y LII(2Cindies  10:10 biblical scholars as having developed a d|ﬁer§nt
NASBO5) theology than the other apostles or even Christ
himself. For this reason he is often considered the
His letters express sometimes his extravagant ¢34 S$02y R F2dzy RSNE 2F / KNR&GA
joy (Philippians 1:3) and other times his deep would have been considered a great insult to Paul.
depression (2 Corinthians 9. Yet he always Throughout his epistles he affirms that the gospel
shows an intensity and zeal for the cause of Christ.  he teactes is the same gospel taught by Christ and
His writingwas bold and theologically deep. the apostles. In Galatians 1 he shows that his
2KAES thdA Q& fSGGSNE  Ydedsaged s BeéhSchrfrfaédeby the/ Roostles.
aiNRy3Ize G(GKS& KF@S I AR YEHkaflyZpetlrtniNlelr QRN SbEhspiiatiod Bit €
style. The texts seem to indicate that Paul dictated tFdzf 0a fS8SG0GSNRBRD
his letters to a scribe, resulting not in well edited {dzOK | @ASe 2F tI dzf Qa f Sad
and rhetorically concisdreatises, but in a more misundersandings:
free flowing discussion. It is as if we are sitting
having a conversation with a friend rather than 1. Missing the Theme
sitting in a lecture hall listening to a professor. The development of the major themes in
s a4 o tldztoa tSGGSNE Aa YAaasSR Ay
L OONLRADIUAZY 27 thdd Q4 [pgrcueil\J/e%l '\é‘? many readers as a harsh legalist
Ly FLOGzT tdA Q& 6N dnbrRing addlffidult mbrRityKpdr theShurch. To
sometimes as being too deep. As we study the  see Paul in this way is to miss the falat the
Pauline epistles, we will find that, while his GKSYS 2F Yz2al 27F tldAZ oa 86
theology is profound, his writing style sometimes FTIAGKE FYR A& gNRGGSY G2 2 LI
is a bit confusing. We are not alone in this  jmpose strict moral codes as a means to salvation.
observation, as the apostle Peter found Paul This misunderstanding comes from those who
difficult to read as well: RAal INBS gAlK t I dzft Q& o2y
homosexuali @ 2NJ A0 NHWz33tS GAGK t I d

© 2009 Ken Carson



Page 10

Spring 2009

1 Corinthians

that a wife should submit to her husband. In both
of these examples, the reader has missed both the
immediate context and the overall theme of his
letter.

2. The Occasional Nature of the Epistles

The Pauline epistlesre letters written to
specific people in specific situations. The epistles
are addressing their specific concerns and issues.
Paul is not writing a theological textbook or
expounding a systematic teaching of doctrine.
2 KSy NBIRAYy3
private correspondence. It is like listening to only
one side of a telephone conversation and not
knowing who is on the other side.

t I dzf Q&4 RSOA&AAZ2Y (2
items from his letters relate to specific
controversies facing hireaders. Often he glosses
over important subjects because he has already
taught them about these topics and they
understand it well. Other times he dwells on
relatively minor points because these are areas of
debate within that church.

t I daikifigiin dh S G G S NBom#h§  hr&lBthebldgical

Therefore one camot assume that the
SLAadGt Sa O2ydl Ay GKS gK2tS 27
FIFHOGZ thdA Qa &ALISSOKSa NBO2NRSF
YIed 3IAAQPS dza | 0SGUSNI dzy RSNaE G
gospel than the epistles. If that is the case, we find
GKFG t 1 dAf Qa aLI#elI$he eREingRA NS OGf &
of Peter, Stephen and others in the New
Testament church.

As R. Alan Cole states:

b2yS 2F tldAZ Qa fSGGSNA o
treatises,
thought they are profoundly theological
in content. They were called into being by

the needs of particular situations; the

Ay Ot daGince2 N preschthtideRdt doehindlds A Y

therefore what was appropriate in the
circumstancegCole)

Paul is not reinventing Christianity. His
teaching is very much consistent with that of
Chiist and the apostles. However, his letters do
allow us to see how the gospel of Christ should be
applied to certain specific situations.

The Audience: The Church in Corinth

Historic & Geographic Background

Corinth was located at one of the great
crossroads of the Roman Empire. It was located on
an isthmus connecting the Peloponnesian
peninsula with the mainland of Greece. The city
itself was located at the base of an 1800 foot
mountain known as the Acrocotim

I 2NAYIKQa
city. The isthmus itself is four miles wide at
Corinth, and ancient traders would pass goods
2Q0SN) GKS A&aGKYdza TFNRY
western seaports rather than travel around the
treacherous peninsula. The ancient writers
described Corinth as a very wealthy city.

While Corinth had been an ancient city, it was
destroyed by the Romans in thé’dZCentury BC.
The city that Paul knew as Corinth was founded in
44 BC by Julius Caesar and populated primarily by
Roman citizens and retired Roman army

© 2009 Ken Carson
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personnel. In the first century AD, the city was one
of the most populous in the Empire, with an
estimated 400,000 people. The city served as the
capitol of the Roman province of Achaia, which
encompassed most of thesouthern part of
modern day Greece.

MYSIA
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The city's main tourist attraction was the
temple to Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love.
The temple itself was a spectacular piece of
architecture with giant and aptly named
Corinthian columns. But most of the visitots
Corinth were not exactly people who appreciated
fine architecture. The temple of Aphrodite housed
one thousand temple prostitutes. The worship of
the goddess of love would involve participating in
sexual acts with a temple prostitute.

As a result of tis, the city of Corinth was
renowned throughout the empire for its sexual
practices, its prostitution, and its "sinful"
reputation. In those days, if you wanted to malign
a young woman's reputation, you would call her a
"Corinthian girl(Lowery 505)

Philosophical & Spiritual Background

Corinth was also the crossroads of many
philosophical and religious ideas. Like most Greek
cities, the Corinthians had a great love of
philosophy and wisdom. The city market place was
often filled with people discussing the latest
philosophical idea. There was also a very strong
Jewish population in the city, which apparently
had even seen some Greek converts to Judaism.

The primary Greek philosophy of the time
believed in the purity bknowledge, wisdom and
rationale thought. The Greek term for knowledge,
wisdom and rationality wasogos which is most
2F0Sy OGNl yatlIGSR Ayidz2
1:1).

The physical world was not considered pure.
To be spiritual, in Greek philosophy, was to
immerse one's self in pure thought and pursue
knowledge. Greek anthropology saw human kind
of consisting of soul and body. The soul is what
connected with thelogos andwas immortal. Te
body was merely a shell which was part of the
impure physical world. Death brought the
freedom of the soul from the imperfection of the
body and the physical world.

This philosophy led to one of two extremes.
Some Greeks lived highly ascet lifestyles,
shunning all physical pleasures as not worthy of
the soul. Other Greeks indulged in every form of

physical pleasure and Hedonistic lifestyles, for the
physical was not considered part of the true self,
and therefore the acts of the body calinot
corrupt the soul.

This philosophy is well engrained in the
Corinthian church. Paul repeatedly shows how the
physical body and the soul are interconnected.
The resurrection of the body, which was would
have been so contrary to the Greek understanding
of the afterlife (Acts 17:32), becomes a major
focus of this letter. Furthermore, Paul addresses
the error of both acetic and hedonistic lifestyles in
this letter. Finally, Paul will repeatedly emphasize
the priority of the gospel over knowledge and
wisdom(Hafemann)

The Church in Corinth

Paul came to Corinth in AD 51 as part of his
second missionary journey (Acts 18). As was his
pattern, he began by teaching in the Jewish
synagogue. Most of the Jews refed Paul and the
gospel, and eventually Paul was kicked out of the
synagogue. Nonetheless, Paul did have several
Jewish converts, including the leader of the
synagogue, Sostheness.

Next door to the synagogue was the house of
Titus Justus, and there Paulfter getting kicked
out of the synagogue, started the Corinthian

9 y SHrghdngis hoyse, [pgeRing ang Gaiping the gaya k v

believers. Paul remained in Corinth for 18 months
before returning to his home base in Antioch.

Soon after Paul left, another Christian diea
named Apollos came and led the Corinthian
church (Acts 18:228). Apollos was a Jew born in
Alexandria, Egypt. He had become a disciple of
John the Baptist, and was converted to Christianity
by Pricilla and Aquila in the city of Ephesus.
Apollos was an outstanding teacher who
understood the scripture very well, but also who
had a charismatic style which captivated the
Corinthians.

We aren't sure how long Apollos stayed in
Corinth. But what we do know is shortly after he
left things began to fall apaiin this new young
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church. The church began breaking into factions.
Sexual immorality, so prevalent in their city,
started showing up in the church. Their worship
became unruly, wild, chaotic meeting times.

Occasion for Writing

Four years after Paul had teblished the
church in Corinth, Paul is living in Ephesus as part
of his third missionary journey (Acts 19). While in
Ephesus he receives reports from members of the

church, especially those of the household of Chloe

(2:11), describing the divisiveness darunruly
nature of the church. He also receives a letter

from the church asking him for clarification on
certain issues (7:1). The book known a¥ 1

Corinthians is a letter which Paul writes to the
church in Corinth addressing these issues.

The First Letter to the Corinthians

First Corinthians is a call for unity within the
church. This unity is to be manifest in very
practical ways, including a unified focus on the
gospel, intolerance for sin within the body, being
willing to give up our rights for the sake of others,
and providing for an orderly and safe church
service.

Under this theme of unity is a secondary
theme of the importance of the resurrection and
the gospel, especially in contrast to human
knowledge and wisdom. Treource of the disunity
in the church was an arrogance regarding their
knowledge. Paul refutes their wisdom and calls the
church to that which he had first taught them,
namely the gospel.

This letter deals with numerous practical
topics which arearranged not by a flow of a logical
argument, but by the source of the issue. Paul had
received reports from various people in Corinth,
and he deals with these issues in chapte® The
Corinthian church had also sent Paul a letter
asking for clarificatin on various issues. These
issues are dealt with in chapterslB.

Often these various issues are introduced with

tlhdzf adGrdAy3a ab2oXé 2N db2s

key transitional phrases form the basis of the
outline of the book. Overall there are thirtee
issues that Paul addresses in this letter, which can
then be grouped into six major categories:

Issues of Divisiveney Issues .Of Sex & Issues of Church Assemblies
Marriage
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GRACE

IN&.I ITUTE
OR BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP

Week 2: Divisiveness

Divisions over Leaders and Wisdom (1:10

Paul has received some communication from
Chloe, who evidently is concerned about
divisiveness in the church (1:11). The problem was
not that people disagreed with each other. The
problem was how that disagreement was handled.
People started taking up sideand entering into
factions.

Paul names these factions by the leaders that
each side followed. It is not that these leaders
were the cause of the faction@Ryrie 1823) but
people had taken up causes which these krad
seemed to represent. In fact, Paul in 4:6 says that
he is using himself and Apollos in a figurative way
because if he were to mention the real leaders or
the real issues, he would be giving credence to
these factions.

In fact, Paul is aghast that hiame would be
being used for one of the factions, for he did
glayQi GKS 2yS ONMzOA TASR
with any special cleverness of speech, but only to
preach the cross of Christ (1:17).

The Foolishness of God is Wiser than Man (1:18-
25)

By choosing sides based on human leaders,
the Corinthians are looking not to the cross of
Christ, but to the eloquence and wisdom of men.
The Greeks were attracted to knowledge, rhetoric
and wisdom, just as thdews were attracted to
miraculous signs (1:22). But for all the Greeks
pursuit of wisdom and knowledge, it never led
them to God (1:21). So God decided to do
something the world would consider foolishness.

-2:16)

He decided to send his Son to die on a cross to
g @S KdzYlryrAideo {AyOS 4SS
through our wisdom, God became foolish to reach
us.

To the Jews, the cross is a stumbling block
(21:23), for the cross is not a miraculous sign of
D2RQa LR6SNE o6dzi |+ &arady
weakness of God is gres than the strength of
men (1:25). To the Greek, the cross is foolishness
(2:23), for how wise is it for someone to willingly
die on a cross? But the wisdom of God is greater
than the foolishness of men (1:25). But for those
who are called, for those whbelieve, the cross is
the very power of God! (1:24)

God chooses the Foolish and Weak (1:26-31)

Paul calls on the Corinthians to think honestly
about themselves. God has chosen them not
because they are wise, strong or noble (1:26). God
choose§ the foaglsr%ng HI\ \ﬁeﬁlkm Rrger T(_9)2 Y&
shame the W|se (1:27), so that no one is able to
boast of their own salvation (1:29). Righteousness,
sanctification and redemption are not obtained
through wisdom and knowledge as the Greek
philosophers would have you believe, ithtough
Jesus Christ (1:30).

Paul uses the Corinthians own salvation
experience as evidence that God uses foolish and
S LIS2 L) Sd  t | dzf
wisdom when he preached to them the ga&dp
(2:1). All he did was preach Christ crucified (2:2).
CKSNBEF2NBz GKS
wisdom or rhetoric, for Paul has none of those
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things (2:4). Instead their faith is based on the
power of God.

The gospel Paul preached to the Coriatls
was full of wisdom, but not the wisdom of the

that wisdom aml therefore the world would not
have crucified him (2:8).

D2RQ& ¢6AaR2Y A& 2yfeé
God (2:10). So the natural man who does not have

NEOSI t S

world (2:6). The gospel, instead, contains the the indwelling of the Holy Spirit can not
YealidSNE 2F D2RQEa GAAR2Y dyyRBNB G| yRzi DERSE g@NAR2Y OHYMN
R2SayQi NBO23yAT S (KA& dkhowihe nfind ofdod. Bit becRuselbélievesthaved A i
would have recognized Jesus as the incarnation of  the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, believers have
the mind of Christ (2:16).
The church is the temple of God. When there
is divisiveness, thais tearing down the church,
When Paul preached to theo@nthians, he and therefore it is equivalent to tearing down the
temple of God (3:14.7).
was not as eloquent as Apollos would be. But he
O2dA Ry Qi SEKAOGAG G(KAAZ R Therefores (the,, %%”f'é‘@z”eed s® s 1
unbelievers, the Corinthians did not have the Splrlt thmkmg they are so wise (3:18a). It is only when
of God indwelling them (3:1). Therefore, he only ~ '° realize our own fOO“ShneSS that Go_d can,
gave them spiritual milk, not solid fdo (3:2). through the Hoy Spirit, begin to teach us wisdom
) L (3:18b). Therefore the Corinthians needed to stop
However, their very divisiveness demonstrated ; ) )
that even though they had the Spirit of God, they boasting in the wisdom of men (3:21), for they
KFE Ry Qi LINEINBAZSR OSNE v PRI LA pRAPQIgs.Outlo CRIR {333y ¢
milk that Paul had given them. Their divisiveness
showed that they were still living according to the
flesh, not the Spirit (3:3).
Paul recognizes that Apollos may have been  Godwilljudget I dzf Q& YAGASBSE 6nYwm
more eloquent than he, but both he and Apolios Christian leaders should be regarded only as
were merely agents of God (3:5). Paul may have  gqoryants of God and stewards of the mystery of
planted, and Apollos watered, but God is the one 4 (4:1). God will hold those leaders responsible
who caused the growth (3:6). Both wibe F2NJ GKSANI aiS6F NRAKALI 2F D2RQ.

rewarded according to how faithful they were, and
even the Corinthians are fellow workers partaking
Ay D2RQ& o0dzAf RAY3

Paul laid the foundation of the building, and
Apollos built upon that foundation (3:10). The
foundation itself is JesusChrist, and that
foundation will always remain (3:11). But if
someone builds on that foundation, if it is built out
of hay, wood or stubble, the building will not
remain (3:12vo 0 ® {2 t I dzf | yR
judged only by the quality of their workmahip. If
what they built lasts, God will reward them (3:14).
If it does not, they will suffer the loss (3:15). Only
God, not the Corinthians, can judge the motives of
Paul or Apollos (4:5).

© 2009 Ken Carson
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(4:2). But it is not the place of the fathians to
2dzR3IS tdz Q& Y23A@Sa

comes back, He will bring to light the motives all
persons, including Paul (4:5). Therefore, the
Corinthians should not be judging Paul or thinking
that they are somehow better than he (46).

Indeed, the Corinthians have no wisdom except

what they received from Paul (4:7). .
Oy 068

The Corinthians are not better than the apostles
(4:8-13)

The Corinthian believers thought that through
their pursuit of wisdom,they had obtained the
kingdom of God already. They had already

) ' , onYoud ¢K
LINE 2 S O UnofRés YR Bod does (4:4). When the Lord
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achieved their glorification, and therefore the were possible to be glorified in the present world,
resurrection of the body was unnecessary (15:12).  why had the apostles become, not kings, but the
They believed that through the pursuit of scum of the earth and the dregs of all things
knowledge and the Greek philosophical idea of (4:13)?

wisdom they could achieve the kingdom of

KSI @8y 08F2NB / KNhadoa nxpagl His coming (4:14- i8tta GKSY
that the kingdom of God is not found in words, put Paul tells the Corinthians to not get all high
in power! (4:20). and midhty and think that they have transcended

The Corinthians think they have already through their wisdom beyond what he had taught
obtained the riches of their inheritance and them (4:15). Indeed, some were so arrogant in

already reign a kings in the kingdom (4:8a). Paul, GKSANI GogAaR2YZ¢é (GKAYl1Ay3d (KI
in his most sarcastic tone, wishes that he might return to defend himself (4:18). But Paul is going
also be able to reign as kings with them, (4:8b) for  to return to Corinth, ad he will then test to see if

life for him was pretty miserable. But if it were indeed their wisdom had ushered in the kingdom
L2&aarofsS (2 FOKASGS D2 RQhGol Myd. R2he kingdomMBazBden réakzé&d,

pursuit of wisdom, wi was it that the apostles GKSYy 6KSNBQa @6S LIR26SNK onYwm
had not realized the kingdom (4:9)? Why were the The Corinthians have a choice at this point.

apostles suffering persecution, hunger, poverty, Paul is going to come back to visieth. They can
homelessness (4:11). Why were the apostles being  choose what that visit will be like. Will Paul be

executed for their faith if it were possible to coming with a rod of discipline or with love and

achieve the kingdom any other way:9)? If it gentleness? (4:21)
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Week 3: Confrontation

—
INSTITUTE
FOR BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP

1 Corinthians
April 12, 2009

Divisions over Church Discipline (5:1-13)

The Question (5:1)

Paul has received a report that there is a man
in their congregation who is having an illicit affair
with his stepmother. From what we see here, it
seems that most everybody in the church knows
about this incestuousrelationship, but that
nobody seems concerned enough to do anything
about it.

L 2dz OFyQil 2adzaid OKIF
value of Paul on the matter of sexual expression,
either, for he tells us in verse 1 that pagans
g2dzt Ry Qi LJdzi
repugnant act, and nobody in the church seems to
be concerned about it.

This is classic conflict avoidance. The
Corinthians are afraid to deal with the situation.
The Corinthians are ignoring blatant sin.

Answer: Confrontation with humility
and sorrow (5:2)

Paul says the Corinthians have not confronted
this man involved in this incestuous relationship
because they are proud, or as one translation puts
it, they are puffed up. Paul says the Corinthians
should have been just sick over thisusition,
mourning and grieving about it. But instead they
are walking around, puffed up, as if there is
nothing wrong.

When we go to confront, it should grieve us. |
should make our heart sick. As we understand the
seriousness of confronting someone wit,sit
should cause us to mourn. Confrontation of sin is
not supposed to be a joyful experience. We should
never relish the idea of confronting someone with
his or her sin.

Instead we need to always confront sin with
an attitude of humility. We should neveonfront

dzLJhagidv.(ths ali K A

someone thinking we are any better than that
person, thinking that we are smarter or stronger
than that person. We must always have the
LISNBLISOGA®S GKIG alreas
GKSNB o6 t1 Lodé 2SS ySSR
grace, seking what is best for that person, never
from a position of power, but always from a
submissive spirit (Galatians 6:1).

LJNszfz A&K

(KAA dzl) G2 &a2YS
Ansiver: %onfruontatl%n Wlt?] the goa

of restoration (5:3 -5)
3 P[a'Xl ysﬁltes2 Qe Bag already judged this
offender, and that they should togetheavith him,
SEO2YYdzy AOFGS GKAA
2yS G2 {Fdlyoég . dzi 227
motivation. Why does Paul kick him out? So that
GKS YIre 0SS alFl@SR Ay GKS

Paul is saying that it is time to allow this
person to fce the consequences of their behavior.
Paul wants the Corinthians to stop being
codependents and allow this man to face up to the
consequences of their behavior. They are to turn
this man over to the pain and destruction that
Satan will bring to a persowho wallows in sin.
Then, in the midst of his pain and suffering he may
finally come to their senses and return to Christ.
Often it is only when someone reaches the end of
themselves, when life is miserable and empty, that
a person finally decides to reperPaul is saying it
is time to let that happen to this man.

It may sound harsh, but the goal is always
restoration.

Answer: Confrontation before the
problem spreads (5:6 -8)

It has always amazed me how that little
teaspoon of yeast will cause the ingredig in
your bread to grow and expand. Paul is right when
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he says a little yeast affects the entire loaf of
bread.

The same is true in the church. It just takes a
little conflict, a little sin before it grows and
expands. Then this little matter all of aidden
affects the whole church. A little leaven leavens
the whole lump.

The longer it is not dealt with the more other
people get involved. Suddenly private matters
become public matters. Then people begin taking
up sides and pointing fingers. Soon it seethe
whole church is involved in a matter which could
have best been dealt with only a few people.

Paul says the Corinthians are to kick the
sinner out of the church and not associate with
him. But e then makes it clear that he is only
talking about confrontation with fellow Christians.
He is not telling us to stop associating with sinful
dzy 0 St ASOSNE® Ly FIOGz t
2dzR3S dzy 6 St ASOGSNE® | S
prerogative, not ours.

If the church were to never associate with
unbelieving sinners, then we would never have the
opportunity to show them the love of Jesus. We

Divisions and External Litigation (6:1

-11

would never have a chance to help them examine
the claims of Christ. We would never be able to
fulfill Jesus commad for the church to make
disciples through the entire world.

As Christians, it is not our job to judge
dzy 0 St ASOSNEP® D2R gAff
For us, the issue with an unbeliever is not their
immoral behavior; it is their need for a savior. We
OFryQil K2tR LIS2L}X S
standard of morality. Rather than accuse and
judge nonbelievers, we need to seek ways to
RSY2yaiaNr 4GS D2RQa t2@S

Unfortunately, this tends to be just the
opposite of how we handle things in the church.
We tend to judge unbelievers and then tolerate
immorality within the church. Paul says to do just
the opposite. We should be quick to confront our
brothers & sisters in Christ and be very tolerant of
the nonbeliever.

When you look at the lifefalesus that is how
he lived. Jesus dealt most harshly with the

fudgmment for ghriske Wwho professeddozbRr thes most
religious. But then, when he encountered
prostitutes, the woman at the well, tax collectors
and sinners, Jesus was tolerant and very non
judgmental.

Here are at least two members of the
Corinthian church, in the midst of some kind of
dispute. And now, one of them has taken the
other to court to sue the other. The conflict has
blown up to the point where the parties are in
litigation, being unable to resolve it among
themselves. The church itself has now been
dragged into the courtroom as these fellow
Christians argue over sonpetty manner.

© 2009 Ken Carson

Paul is incensed that the Corinthians would
dare take their disputes to court. He gives us a
couple of reasons why this is wrong.

First, a worldly court will be using a different
standard by which it makes its judgments.
Certainly a judge will try to settle the dispute in a
fair manner, and will issue a judgment to that
effect. But his judgment will only be able to affect
the externd. He can only require external
punishments, such as monetary awards. But he
can not affect the heart. He can not require
reconciliation between the parties. There maybe a
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fair result, but the parties will still likely hate each

other.

Within the churchour goal is not just to seek Sometimes we may win the battle, but still
a fair judgment. Our goal should be for  |ose the war. When we are too stubborn to give up
reconciliation between the parties. A dispute our rights, when we are so focused on wingithe

within the church should seek changes in the  grgument rather than reconciliation with our
heart, where both parties can love one another. If  prother or sister in Christ, we have become selfish,

we have decided to take a dispute to couriare vengeful, and arrogant. It is more important to be
saying at that point that we just want what we reconciled with someone than it is to win the
think we deserve and we have given up on dispute.

reconciliation (6:7) We may be in the right. We may be entitled to

Secondly, Paul says it is wrong to take our  \hatever we are fighting over. But if we win the
disputes to a worldly court because we need the  gispute but loose our relationship with a brother

practice (6:25). As Christians, in the new heave or sister in Christ, we have lost the war while
and new earth to come, we will become judges winning the battle.

2F RA&LM2ISA 6AtE 6S 0S5 aSihtids ¥ K of BSSbedurhedal ntan, Arfd ikl
on this point. But | think this comes from a general on the cross, so that we could be reconciled to

misunderstanling about heaven. We will not be him. Jesus had every right to stay in heaven and
just sitting around on clouds strumming harps. We  ay0id the public humiliation, the lack of respect,
will have responsibilities in the next life. We will the pain and suffering he faced. But toinh

KIgS I dziK2NAGe 20SN) 20KS Wcoﬁcﬁiﬁtiéfn%/asqi’norb lmﬂéfrtéﬁléthaﬁ-ﬁsﬁiéfh&. Aa

ot Sl

AT

S OFlyQl aStdtsS GKS LSGGe RAaLMziSa 2F dKAa G§SYLRNI ¢

world we livein, how do we think we will be able
to serve as judges in heaven?
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AL Week 4:
GRACE eeK .
INSTITUTE
FOR BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP

Sexual Immorality

1 Corinthians
April 19, 2009

Regarding Prostitution (6:12 -20)
The Issue (6:16)

The Corinthians had taken the freedom we
have in Christ too farnd had been engaging in
sexual acts with prostitutes (6:16). The Greeks, in
their philosophy, saw the soul as spiritual and
pure, while the physical body was impure and not
connected to a person's true self. Therefore, one
could participate in sexual immality with the
body without it polluting the soul.

Response: Our Freedom Can Lead to
Slavery (6:12)

Paul responds to this wrong thinking by
reminding the Corinthians, that just because they
KIS FNBSR2Y Ay [ KNRad:
everything benefits us(6:12). Indeed, some
activities may seem like an exercise in freedom,
but it ends up enslaving us.

Response: Our Bodies are a Temple
of the Holy Spirit (6:13 -20)

Paul shows that there is a connection
between the body and the soul. Yes, God will do
away with the stomach and food in the
resurrected body, but that does not give us an
excuse to use our body for immoral acts (6:13).
Paul is probably using stomach and food as a
euphemism for sexual organs and sexual acts. We
know that we will be able to eat Wi our
resurrected bodies, for Jesus ate in his resurrected

state, and there will be feasts in the new earth.
Furthermore, Jesus tells us that there will not be
marriage in the new earth, suggesting that there
will not be sex in the new earth (Luke 20:35).

Indeed, our physical bodies are for the Lord,
and the Lord is for the body. In other words,
within Christianity, our real selves are not separate
from the body, but intricately connected with the
body.

As evidence for the connection to our bodies,
Paula G §Sa GKIG D2R NI Aa
from the dead in the resurrection and that God
will raise our physical bodies from the dead as well
dcYMNO® hdzNJ 62RASE& | NB

Therefoye, if our badies aye conngcted with
Chrisﬂ,r%gwu dareRvgeussea &JpﬁjodiesYtg Iéo%nect
with prostitutes? In so doing, we are connecting
the prostitute with Christ (6:15). When we engage
in sexual immorality we are sinning against our
bodies, and because our bodies are intertwined
with our soul, we are sinning agatnourselves and
Christ (6:1617).

Indeed, our bodies are not just impure shells
which will be shed after death. Indeed, our bodies
are a temple of the Holy Spirit (6:19). God has
bought our bodies with a price so that he might
transform our physical bod# into something
glorious through the resurrection. Therefore, we
should flee immorality (6:18) and seek instead to
glorify God with our bodies (6:20).

Regarding Sexual Relations in Marriage (7:1 -24)

The Issue: Abstinence (7:1)

While some Corinthians were involved in
prostitution, others had taken the opposite

extreme and were abstaining from sexual relations
even within marriage. This issue needed
clarification, so the Corinthians includéide issue

in a letter they wrote to Paul, asking him to
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G2 G2dzOK | 62YIF ydé o671 Ym0 @ divorce at all.
AnException to the General Rule: Believers
Married to Unbelievers (7:12-16)
tFdzf Qa8 NB&aLIRyasS Aa Gk G HRweverytge nq qiyprRegylgNiRs exceptionsy

husbands and wives to have sex. letfamarried
partners are not to abstain from sexual activity,
except for brief periods of time so that they can
devote themselves from prayer (i.e. a sort of
6aSEdztt FlLadAy3Iéoo . dzi
period of time, husbands and wives should come
back together again.

t | dzf Q& NBlFaz2yiy3a Aa
deprive each other, it opens the door for Satan to
tempt us with sexual sins (7:5). In fact, Paul states
that one of the primary reasons for marriage is to
avoid sexual immorality (7:2)

Paul understands that marriage is given by
God and that sex within marriage is appropriate.
However, if it was left to him, he would just as
soon have everyone single (¥7§. In fact, he
recommerds that the unmarried and the widow
not get married, just as he is unmarried (7:8).
However, to be single is a gift from God (7:7b), and
AT @2dz R2y Qi
to get married than to be overcome with sexual
temptations (7:9)

The General Rule: No Divorce (7:10-11)

While Paul may have his opinions about being
single, his instructions regarding divorce are not
his opinion, but a command from the Lord Jesus.
The command is sipbe. There is to be no divorce
(7:1011). If a wife does leave, she must remain
unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. This
instruction to the wife may be interpreted to allow
for a woman who is in an abusive situation to
separate from her husband féver own safety. But
she is not to remarry in such a case. No such

© 2009 Ken Carson

Jesus himself gave an exception for sexual
immorality (Matthew 19:9). Paul provides a
second exception which deals a situation which
WSadzai RARY QUG | RRNBaa

Christian.
Paul stateshat as long as the noe@hristian

i K W@Nts jofemaingnarsiqd goghe Chyisyan, gheyspee s

to remain married (7:123). However, if the non
Christian leaves, the Christian is to let them and
should not pursue reconciliation (7:15).

As long as the Christian reima in this mixed
YFENNAFISE D2RQa 3INI OS
(7:14). That\is'to say, the marriage is pure and holy
FTNRY D2RQ& GASGLRAYI
of such a marriage are not to be considered
unclean, but holy. This does not medmat the
dzy 6 St ASGAyYy I &aLl2dzasS 2NJ
but that there is nothing sinful about the marriage
or the fruit of the marriage.

However, if the unbeliever leaves, the
believing spouse should not pursue reconciliation

Ki 98 (kS 3 ¥l syng nolop fhat fhairspause, will sqmeday

become a Christian. There is no way of knowing
that if the marriage continued that the spouse
would ever be saved (7:16).

Often when someone converts to Christianity,
they seek to ma# drastic changes to their life
situations. Paul has just addressed one of those
situations by telling new converts to remain
married even if it is to an unbeliever. Now Paul
calls on new converts not to make any other
drastic changes to their circumstareelf they
were slaves, it is okay to remain a slave; although
it is also okay to seek freedom. If a new convert is
married, stay married. If a new convert is
unmarried, stay unmarried.
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The basic principle Paul is making is in 7:24.
After conversion to Qfistianity, each one is to

remain in the same life circumstances. There is no

need to make dramatic changes right away.

Regarding Virgins (7:25 -40

Paul now addresses singleness and marriage,
reiterating that this is not a command of the
[ 2NRQaz odzi Aa&a GKS
apostle of the Lord (7:25). His reiterates his basic
principle that we should remain in our current
situation after converting to Christianity (7:26).
The married a& to remain married (7:27a). If you
F'NB dzy YIF NNA SRS R2y Qi
if you do decide to marry, it is not a sin (7:28a).
Instead, Paul is just trying to spare you from
additional burdens and troubles in this life (7:28b).

Paul knows thatimes of persecution will be
soon upon the church in Corinth and throughout
the Roman Empire (7:29). In such times, being
married and having a family can be especially
sorrowful (7:3031). This is reminiscent of Jesus
woe towards pregnant women and nungi moms
during the time of the Great Tribulation (Matthew
24:19). In times of persecution, those with families
will suffer the most. In those circumstances, those
who remain single will be better able to endure
because their concerns will not be divided
between their devotion to God and their devotion
to their family (7:3234).

2LIAYA2Y

FdziC EF dzf A ay Qi
marriage (7:35). He is just trying to help them in
light of the struggles to come.
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Finally, fathers should not think that they are
doing something inappropriate by allowing his
unmarried daughter to get married (7:36). If a

5 § § fatherghgueygs. fecidps tg ROt give s, daughyes

in marriage, for the aforementioned reasons, that
is okay a well (7:37). Either option is appropriate
(7:38), although Paul would prefer that she remain
unmarried (7:38b).

¢KS aly$S 32Sa
husband has died, she is free to marry other
believers (7:39). HoweeE A Yy t | dzf Qa
do better if she remained single (7:40). While it
Y8 2dzad oS tl dz Qa
count for something, for he does have the Spirit of
God (7:40).

© 2009 Ken Carson
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Weeks 5 & 6: Christian Liberty

GRAC
INSTITUTE
FOR BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP

1 Corinthians
April 26 & May 3, 2009

The Question (8:1)

Corinth was a very pagan city. The chief
tourist attraction in the town was the temple to
the Greek goddess of love, Aphrodite. It was
common practice to offer animals and grain as a
sacrifce to the gods. The temple priests would use
some of this offering for themselves, and some
they would sell in the public market. As a result,
the best place in town to buy a steak was in the
temple marketplacgdStedman,

The Conthians asked Paul in their letter to
him if they could eat the food that had been
sacrificed to an idol? Can they shop at the temple
marketplace? What should they do if a friend
serves meat that came from the temple
marketplace?

On the one hand there wer people in the
Corinthian church who believed that you should
never eat food sacrificed to idols. If you shop at
the marketplace you are going back to paganism.
If you eat the food, it is the same as worshipping
an idol.

On the other hand there were peoplin
Corinth who said it was okay to eat food sacrificed
to idols. Their argument was that there is only one
D2R® ¢KS LI 3Ly 3I2RaA
sacrifice to them has no mystical or magical
YSIEYyAy3ae ¢KS YSHG OF yQi
eat.

Answer: Could it Cause Fellow Christians to stumble (8:1 -13)?

Paul answers that from a logical, rational,
knowledge based approach, the Corinthians have
a right to eat this idol food (8:4). But he goes on to
al e aKF azySaavysSa A
interest not to exercise your rights.

Love is more important tha n
knowledge (8:1-3)

Paul begins the passage with some general
statements about knowledge. Knowledge, he says,
has a tendency to puff a person up. Knowledge
can create arrogance in a persdPaulstates that
love is a far greater virtue than knowleddestead
of boasting in our knowledge, we should be
building each other up in love.

In Corinth, those who had rational, logical
arguments as to why is was okay to eat food
sacrificed to idols, werarrogantly putting down
those who disagreed with them. But thietrayed
a lack of love. For Paulve is more important
than knowledge.

0AT P1 A6O AAAECOI O1 AO
important than knowledge (8:4 -13)
Paul affirms, the logic qf those with_the,
Afléeedohw 3{0 ea§f<?0§ (l)\h%rgd%oﬁa%lg é]’heré_) i§ oévhlk)
one God (8:4), and evahthere were other gods,
GKSe g2dZ RyQi 02YLJI NB
Lord and Father who created all (8:5). Therefore, it
is a rational argument that food sacrificed to these
non-existent entities really has no adverse effect
on the food.

However, Paul @es on to say that not
everybody knows this (8:7). There were some
people in the Corinthian church who came out of a
LI 3+y o6FO13aINRBdzy RT LIS2LX S
a2 | 00dzad2YSR (2 AR2f &a¢
to pagan gods causes a real problémthem. To
GKSY (GKS t23A0 2F (KS
matter. It takes them to a part of their life which
they forsake when the converted to Christianity.
Eating that food, based on their background, could
cause them to stumble.

G2
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If this weak Corintlin were to see some
other person from the church eating a big steak
outside the temple, because of were he has come
from, because of his background, he might be
tempted to not just eat a steak, but go back to the
worship of the idol. Paul is saying, thadause of

the background and weakness of this brother, it is
better not to eat idol food, no matter how logical
82dzNJ LRaAirldArazysd 2SS ySSR
background rather than our own logic.

We must never let our knowledge cause a
person to stumble (8:3).

Answer: Will it hinder the Gospel

After Paul finishes the discussion regarding
food sacrificed to idols, he shows how this
principle of giving up rights has applied to his own
life. He shows us how he has forgone his own
rights as an apostle and teacher (B Paul
reminds the Corinthias that he is man with
authority. He is an apostle. He has seen Jesus. He
was the founder of their church.

As a result, Paul has certain righBaul has
the right to have a wife travel with him, just like all
the other apostleg9:5). He has a right nobthave
to have a second job just to make ends meet. He
has a right to expect the Corinthians and other
churches pay his sala(9:6-11).

But Pali has voluntarily given up thesghts.

He did not want the exercise of these rights to
serve as a hindranceotthe preaching of the
gospel (9:12). If eating meat, or having a wife with
him, or taking a salary for his work would serve as
a hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel,
that was sufficient reason for Paul to give up his
rights.

There is a phrase that S 2 FG Sy
NIyl O02YSa LINAGAt SIS
willing to give up that privilege regardless of our
rank. Paul is concerned that his right to be
supported by the church might hinder the gospel.
So he would rather support himself, walutather
work a second job, would rather not take a wife.

tlhdzf AayQd GSttAy3
feel sorry for him and send him caé15) But he
sees the privilege of being able to share the gospel

© 2009 Ken Carson
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as a greater than the rights he has given (@pl6
17). The ministry of the gospel was more valuable

G2 KAY GKIFy Fff GKIFQ
t I dzt alrea KS R2SayQi o2t ai
gvenup 9:lamy 0o ® |'S AayQid FAffSR

ministry as a preeher. Rather, he says, that he is
driven, compelled, to preach. That is nothing to be
proud of. Instead, he is so glad that the gospel will
not be impeded by his rights, that he characterizes
it as a reward or a prize.

Paul says, for the sake of communicating the
teachings of Jesus, he is wiling to become
whatever he needs to be. He will give up his rights,
become a slave to that person if it helps
communicate the gospel (9:19). If he needs to act
like a J&v to win the Jew, he will (9:20). If he needs
to act like a Gentile to win the Gentile, he will
(9:21). Whatever it takes, his rights are not as
important to him as communicating Jesus to
others. His rights are not as important as helping a
fellow Christia to deal with their weaknesses.

dza SY Fardauli tke gospel is all that matters. He will
t Hodafythings anydirnes anyvheregsBort wfditaning, o S

in order to preach the gospel. This is the race he is
running, and he is running to win the prize (%:24
27).

Are we willingto be this focused on the
message of Christ? Are we willing to be this
flexible?
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Answer: Is it Beneficial to me (10:1 -11:1)?

The Example of the Israelites (10:1-5)

Paul reminds the Corinthians of the story of
the Israelites rescue from slavery in Egypt. God
revealed himself in a tangible way to the Israelites,
guiding them through the wilderness manifested
as a cloud before them. God showedeth his
power by drying up the Red Sea. God showed
them his provision by feeding them while in the
wilderness, manna and quail, and providing water
in the middle of a desert.

The Israelites experienced God. They saw him
do mighty works in their midst. Higqtection, his
provision, and his power were miraculously
evident to them. And yet, most of them rejected
God. They fell into idolatry, choosing to worship
other gods. They fell into immorality, performing
all sorts of evil acts. They tested God, tryinglGo
patience. They grumbled, not being satisfied with
the quality of God's miraculous provision.

Have Others Failed While Using This Freedom
(10:6-12)?

The Israelites serve for us today a negative
example (10:6). These people, who experienced
God in a reagltangible way, seeing him work in
their midst, fell. Do we think we are any better
than they? Do we think that if only we can
experience God, see him work in our midst,
understand his power in our lives, that we are
therefore impervious to temptation andin? The
Israelites weren't impervious.

As we think about what my freedoms are,
what my rights are, we need to ask, have others
fallen into temptation through this freedom? We
must be careful and not think ourselves better
than others, or we too will faf[10:12)

There is a way out (10:13)

If we do find ourselves in a place where we
have fallen into temptation, Paul gives us a
promise. If you are in the midst of temptation, you

can get out. You don't have to go through with the
temptation. There is a wayfoescape. God has
given you an out.

Paul is saying; don't think you are ever too
spiritual to fall. If you know that your freedom
might send you down the road to sin, don't even
get on that road. But, thankfully, if we do find
ourselves heading down the ad to sin, God has
provides exit ramps to get off that road.

Flee Idolatry (10:14-20)

Paul knew that for some people, the eating of
meat sacrificed to idols might tempt them to fall
back into the worshipof pagan gods. So his
warning in verse 14 is clear. It is a warning not
about eating meat, but a warning to flee any
situation that might lead into idelorship. If
eating food sacrificed to idols might lead you to
worship someone or something other tha@od,
then run from it. Give up that freedom. It is not
helpful or beneficial.

Is my freedom leading me to another master
(10:21-22)?

Don't be deceived. You can not serve two
masters. Do you find your mind dwelling on your
freedom rather than on God? Themyr freedom
is leading you to another master. If you aren't
worshiping God, you are really worshipping
demons.

Another way to ask the question is, would
God be jealous of the time and energy I'm giving
to my freedom (10:22). Does your freedom
consume you @ much that God is jealous? Jealous
of your time, jealous of your attention, jealous of
your energy, jealous of your money?

Is it Beneficial to me (10:23)?

Paul add one more answer to the question of
whether or not to et meat sacrificed to idols, or

© 2009 Ken Carson
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any other issue of Christian freedom. Will the
exercise of this freedom be beneficial to me
(10:23)? If, when exercising our right, it doesn't
help us or help others, if it isn't beneficial to us or
beneficial to others, ithe exercise our right isn't

bLINEFAGIOE SZIh
the prudence not to practice our rights.

¢t22 2FGSy 6S | al GKS

to do such and such? How far can | go before this
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Is it Beneficial to others (10:24-30)?

When we are judging whether our freedom is
beneficial and helpful, we can't just ask if it is
beneficial or helpful to us. We need to askit
beneficial or helpful to those around me? To
determine this, first we need ask if our freedom
might violate the conscious of those around me
(10:2729)? When we are aware of an issue, let's
be careful not to give offense (10:32)

As human beings the most beneficial, the
most profitable thing we can do is to glorify God.
Paul is telling us, no matter what you do, not
matter if you eat or drink, glorify God (10:31).

© 2009 Ken Carson

2NJ R2S3ay Qi Hthery Ba¥dafydf God in @\&ry dayligedzt R

j e camepioy plithings (1025-98) | ¢ ¢ 2 4 § R

Glorifying God, or worshiping God, is more
than what we do on Sunday morning when we
sing songs to Him. Glorifying God is an attitude we
have every hour of every day. It is giving God the
credit for all that we experience. It is showing

We can glorify God with whatever we do,

I OGA @A G &the 0 S O decdkise everythidg wgdsKcteated blgfiis sustained
AyaishR
0 Sy STAOALI tGE&d be it music, food, technology, art; it is all his.

thioBgh, @rid delomgK to God. IARININngsFo2ldng' t8

Even things that people have sacrificed or offered
in opposition to God still belong to Him. Therefore,
we have the freedom to enjoy all things, and in
that freedom we can glorify God by recognizing
that all things are created by, sustained through
and belmg to Him.

Be Thankful for all things (10:30)

When we recognize that, it should create
within us a thankful heart. If we are thankful to
God, communicate our appreciation to Him for all
the great things in life, we give glory to Him. How
can people critide your freedom if you are giving
glory to God? We glorify Him by thanking Him for
the gifts He has provided us.

Kl &8



Week 7: Disruption in the Church

—
INSTITUTE
FOR BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP

Regarding Head Coverings (11:2 -16)

The Issue

Paul moves to a new topic beginning in verse
2 of chapter 11; namely, the wearing of head
coverings when a woman is praying or
prophesying in church. It seems there were
women who were ministering publicly in the
Corinthian church without wearing a veil, and this
causes great concern for Paul. Today, this would
hardly be an issue, as very few women cover their
heads in church today. Why does Paul make such a
big deal of this issue? Or perhaps we should be
a1 Ay3d ¢ K chRréhSailagy @idke a big
deal about this issue?

Background

To understand this issue, we need to begin
with a look at the cultural background.

In the T century Greek culture, all dignified
women covered their heads with veils
everywhere, not just in church. A woman would
wear a veil in the marketplace, church, or
anywhere where they would be seen in public. The
only women who would not wear a veil woule
women who were not under the protection and
authority of a man.

In 1 century, women did not have the right
or the means to work, own property, or live on
their own. The culture required that women live
under the authority or protection of a man, be i
her father or her husband. A woman without a
father or husband would have needed to be
GFrR2LIGSRe Aylz2
unable, under the traditions of the day, to survive.

The only other option for such a woman
would be to make a living tbugh prostitution. In

Fy2(0KSNJ K2.dzaS

this culture, only prostitutes would not have worn
a veil or any head covering. So to not wear a veil in
the Corinthian church would be equivalent to
wearing the attire of a prostitute to church.

Paul is not, however, concerned herboat

GGANBO®

Y2RSalte Ay | g2YFyQa
the attitude that goes with this. Not wearing a veil
NEGSIFESR Fy FGGAGdzRS uKIL]
L R2y Qi ySSR I Ylyo L Ly

In the first century, the church had Iiberated
women fom their subservient role. Jesus had
treated women as equals, teaching them,
ministering to them, and being ministered to by
them. Paul passed on this teaching of equality in
Christ. In Galatians 3:28 Paul states that in Christ
there is neither male or f@ale. Within the church
women found a freedom far greater than the
culture around them.

But some women in Corinth took this freedom
too far. In their newly found independence they
were dishonoring their husbands by going without
head coverings, acting dsthey no longer needed
a husband and could support themselves. Paul
finds this attitude of independence inappropriate
within the church.

Headship Invovles Authority (11:3)

Paul is reminding them to hold on to the
traditions he delivered to them. But more than
mindlessly following the traditions, he wants them
to understand the theology behind these
traditions 11 2) PauI outllnes a hlerarchy |rLthe
UNIVETSE. d is the d o? éhrlst l%hrlsﬂ iS the
head of every man. Man the head of a woman
(11:3).
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This is not a statement of value or equality.
There is no doubt that Christ is equal with God,
but God nonetheless has the leadership
responsibility in the relationship. Likewise, woman
is equal with man, but there are differéen
leadership responsibilities.

Headship Involves Glory (11:4-7)

Because of this hierarchy, Paul says a man
disgraces his head if he has his head covered while
praying or prophesying (11:4).Likewise, a woman
disgraces herself if she has her head uncovered
while praying or prophesying (11:5). Paul goes on
to say a woman whose head is uncovered is like a
woman who has shaved her head (18§ which
it is presumed would also be disgraceful. Indeed,
nature itself tells us that women should have long
hair and tave it covered (11:15), just as men
should have short hair and not wear hats while
praying and prophesying (11:14).

Therefore a man should not cover his head,
for He is the image and glory of God (11:7).
Likewise, a woman is the image and glory of a man
(11:7). This does not mean that women do not
bear the image of God. Genesis 1 clearly teaches
that the image of God is most fully exhibited in the
male and female together. Paul is using this as a

O2YLI N a2y F2NJ K2g |
well or poorly on her husband.
aly A& D2RQa 3Jft2NEOD

praised and honored and glorified as His image is
revealed in man. Just as our children, bearing our
image, make us proud when they do something
well, so the Father is proud and brings glooyuts
when we do well and exhibit his image.

¢CKS 62YFYy A& YIyQa
husband is praised and honored through the
image of his wife. As he sees her ministering well
within the body of Christ, the husband is glorified.
In other words, a gdgt woman bring praise to her
husband.

Christ demonstrated the headship of the
Father in the garden of Gethesemene when, on
the night before his death, he prays to the Father,
ay2d4G Y& gAftftsz odz
The Son obeyed the Father eveten he would

© 2009 Ken Carson

have rather not. But this is not merely a power trip
for the Father. In return, the Father responded by
bringing glory to the Son, exalting Him in heaven
and on earth (Philippians 2B1).

Likewise, Christ demonstrated his headship
over the church by giving himself up for her and
dying for her (Ephesians 5:2%) so that he might
glorify her and present her as perfect. In response
the church is obedient to Christ, doing his will
(Ephesians 5:24).

Headship Involves Mutual Dependency (11:8-12)

Paul shows the hierarchy of male leadership is
rooted not in Greek or Jewish traditions, but in the
order of creation (11:8). But lest we think this
hierarchy somehow makes men more important
or have more value, Paul reminds men that that
they ought not fage that while woman originated
from man (speaking of Eve), all men originated
from a woman when they were born, and we are
not independent of each other (11:11).
Furthermore, all people, men and women,
originate from God, and therefore are under his
authority (11:12).

Ultimately what Paul is teaching is that we
need each other. The women within the
Corinthian church were acting as if they no longer

& A T 8e@ded thed thisBayids. PHIS & frefidding Shiémi K S NJ

that they do indeed need their husband, and also,

¢ Kby dhe Way, | gb@ndsiingdd theirDnaves. \Medare

not to live as if we did not need each other.

EIfZI\ﬁ

Svmbols of Headship are. Appropnate (11 10 13
TKAa YSIVa KT

In our culture today, women do not wear veils
in the marketplace, or when going about their
daily actvities. Head coverings do not
communicate, today, whether or not a woman is
under the protection and authority of a man.
Furthermore, women have rights today which
allow a woman not to have to resort to

8 2 dzNEK Zprostlgjtlorhlf trva)éac[)e not urtd% Ilh%authon%of
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Therefore, when looking for the timeless
principle, we do not share similar circumstances,
meaning this is probably not a moral absolute. But
that does not mean that this is an obsolete
situation. There are universal principles and
normative patterns for us to explore in this
passage.

Furthermore, there is a normative pattern
that we can apply in our culture. While a lack of
head covering no longer the sign of a prostitute,
there are forms of dress which would be the sign
of a prostitute. A wman who dresses like a
LINPAGAGdzGS Of SEFNIe& KIa
hierarchy in the world and is demonstrating an
independence from man and from God himself.

Beyond that women should seek to
demonstrate their dependency on their husbands
and thereby giveglory to her husband. This could
be the wearing of modest dress, wearing a
wedding ring, showing affection for her husband,
or even showing physical affection for her
husband.

Attitudes are Important

But it is not just the symbol that is important.
The atitude of dependency needs to there as
well. We must remember the principle of headship
involves mutual dependency, and bringing glory to
one another. This attitude applies not just for
married women, but for all of us.

For the married woman, remember, yaieed
your husband, and how you act and what you
wear can bring honor or dishonor to your
husband. Are you willing to place yourself in

OEA

dependency to your husband, first in your heart
and then in your attire as well?

For the single woman, remember that Gltriis
your head, and your adornment and your attitude
reflect on Him as well. For older single women,
Paul would have you exhibit this dependency and
show younger women through your example
(Titus 2:34). Younger women who are seeking a
husband should remmber that if you want a
godly husband, then you should dress and act like
a godly woman.

For married men, remember you are not
independdhiSal yoNkRvife. 7 @uNeedDhr RnQyaur
life. Furthermore, while you have leadership
responsibilities in the home, you aneot to be
dictator. Remember that you are in submission to
/| KNA&GQa FdziK2NRGE&Z | yR
K2¢g @&2dz GNBL G & 2 dzNJ
instructions to women here are for them to
demonstrate their dependency while they are
praying and prophgying. Therefore Paul clearly
teaches that women should have freedom to
minister within the church. As a husband, you are
to allow and encourage your wife to exercise her
spiritual gifting in the church. In so doing she will
bring you honor.

The issue isat whether or not to wear hats
in church. The issue is if we are willing to show our
submission and dependency on one another. Veils
and head coverings are merely external symbols of
this attitude. In all we do, we must remember that
aAy GKS [ 2 ndRiEdepérgient of mah a
V2N YIY 2F 62YI yoé
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The Situtation (11:17-22)

¢ KS
just their interpersonal relationships, but had also
affected their church meings (11:18). When they
g2dzf R YSSG G23SGKSNJ FyR
Supper, people would cut in line and eat and drink
so much that they would get drunk on the wine,
while others went without food (11:2@1). Paul is
appalled at this behavior (11:23)nh@ uses this

issue as an opportunity to teach on the right

I 2NAYGKALFYEQ RAGAAACHDRBRYcopmuaon, + 183G Ay T y2i

The Theology (11:23-26)

LIPRi Reging thig teachipg y remindigg Hem
of the historic roots of the celebration, going back
to the night Jesus was betrayed (11:24). He
reminds them that this is a celebration which
O2YYSY2Nl 1Sa GKS [2NRQa
back (11:26).
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The Application

He follows with a warning. If you eat or drink
in an unworthy manner, you may face discipline,
even unto death (11:27, 30). Therefore, it is
appropriate to examine oneself and determine
gKe& ¢S INB O2YAy3 (2 GKS [2NRQa &adzLJLISNI OMMYHY O ®
Unfortunately, some have taken  this
GSEIFI YAYIGA2Yé YR (Gdz2NYySR (GKS [2NRQ& { dzLJLISNI Ayid2 |
confessional rather than a celebration. The
examination that Paul is dealingith here is
merely asking what our purpose in coming to
O2YYdzyA2yd I NB 6S (GNHzZ & OStSoNIGAYy3dI GKS [ 2NRQa
death until He comes, or are we using it to
selfishly indulge ourselves in food and drink?

We need to ask ourselves why we come to
participate inthe B NR Q& { dzLJLJISNJ (123SGKSN®» 2 Keé R2
we come to church? Is it to remember and to
LINEOfFAY GKS [2NRQa RSIFIGKZI 2NJ Aa AG G2 O2yadzyS I yR
satisfy a need? Do we come to church to feel
blessed and be fed spiritually, to take what the
church offers, or is it to remembemd proclaim
the salvation offered by Jesus through His death?

The church itself often promotes a consumer
mentality by making the church entertaining,
accessible, and preaching sermons that meet felt
needs. But the church is not primarily about
making us el better, giving us a blessing, or even
improving our lives and making us better people.

The church is about remembering and proclaiming
the Jesus death!

t | dzf Q& GAYSt Saa wheNR y OA LX S Aa KA&
OStSoNIYGAY3I (GKS [2NRQA {dzLJLISNE ¢S akKz2dzZ R g Al
upon each othe and not use it as an occasion to
satisfy our hunger (t33-34). So ask yourself, why
did you come to church today? Why will you be
taking communion? If it is for any other reason but
to proclaim and remember His salvation, you
invite the judgment of Godinstead, just eat at
home.
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Week 8: Spiritual Gifting

Part |
1 Corinthians
May 17, 2009

Paul now moves to the next issue: spiritual
gifts and in particular, speaking in tongues.
Evidently, the Corinthians had come to believe
that the best spiritual gift was speaking in tongues,
and that the exhibition of this gift demonstrated a

superior spiituality. The Corinthians had turned
what was supposed to be a gift for the benefit of
the body of Christ and made it a litmus test for
spiritual achievement.

The Source of Spiritual Gifts (12:1 -11

Every Believer Has the Spirit (12:1 -3)

In 10:2621 Paul reminds us that false religion
is equivalent to worshipping demons. So before
the Corinthians were believers, however they
were led into idol worship, it was not the leading
of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, no one who has the
Holy Spiritwould ever say that Jesus is cursed.

Likewise only people who have the Holy Spirit
can say that Jesus is Lord. In other words,
everyone who believes in Jesus has the Spirit of
God within them. That is, every believer is
indwelled in the Holy Spirit, fot is impossible to
confess Jesus as Lord without the Holy Spirit.

This means, if you are a believer, you have the
Holy Spirit. There is no post conversion experience
whereby one receives the Holy Spirit. The
evidence of the indwelling of the Holy Spiritysur
confession of faith.

If, then every believer has the Spirit, then it
follows that the Spirit has given every believer a
manifestation of the Spirit (12:7), known
O2YY2yie I a I
exceptions.Everyone who is a Christian hlasen
given a spiritual gift, or supernatural ability, which
is intended to be used to help the church.

Spiritual Gifts are the Basis of Unity
(12:4-6)

That does not mean everyone has the same
gift. There are a variety of gifts, service and
activities. But there is only one God who
empowers believers for this gifting. Therefore,

& & LIA N&R G dzl E12: _55 0 de

while there are varieties of gifts, there is a unity
that comes from sharing our gifts with one
another.

Paul phrases this with some very careful
theological language so as to give us a living
example of unity from variety. Namely, the
example of the Trinity. Note the structure of these
verses.

1 Variety of gifts, but the same Spirit.
1 Variety of service, but ¢gnsame Lord.
1 Variety of activity, but the same God.

The Spirit refers to the Holy Spirit. The Lord
refers to Jesus, the Son of God (12:3). God refers
to the Father. Within the Trinity there are three
different varieties of service, activity, and persons.
Yet there is only one God.

So then the church can also have a variety of
gifting, ministries and activities, but still be one
unified church.

All Spiritual Gifts are from the Spirit
TOXS ¢KSNE I NBE y2

Each believer is given a spiritual gift. This gift,
however, isnot a natural ability or a learned skill.
It is a manifestation of the Spirit. It comes through,
according to and by the Spirit.

Paul then lists some of the gifts which are
given by the Spirit. This is not an exhaustive list of
all the possible gifts, asiere are other lists of gifts
found in other passages which do not match up
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completely with this list (see 1 Corinthians 12:28ff, rather than the scripture. Paul lists some gifts here

Romans 2:6ff). not to provide us with a detailed understanding of
In each of these passages Paul is not each gift, but to emphasize three things:

intending to delineate a complete list of gifts along

with definitions and assessment tests for ' Thereis a variety of gifts.

determining our gifting. Unfortunately there has i All the gifts come through the empowerment
been a lot of extra biblical teaching on spiritual of the Spirit.

gifts which tries to define and codify the gifts. I The Spiritgives gifts according to His will, not
Most of this teaching, however, is based on according to our efforts (12:11).

conjecture and psychological persoityal testing

The Diversity and Unity of Spiritual Gifts (12:12 -30

Just as there are parts of the human body
which seem weak and undistinghied, the body
cannot function without them. A few years ago |
broke a bone in my big toe. Here was a weak and
undistinguished part of my body. But when |
O2dz Ry Qi dzaS AlGzX GKS 6K2tS 072
well. So it is with the so called lesser roles ariig gi
within the body of Christ.
There are also parts of the human body which
we keep covered because it is not proper to
expose them in public. So also there are members
of the church who labor behind the scenes doing
jobs which are messy and seemingly gmified.
¢tKSasS IINByQild 2adzaid GKS LIS2LX S
in the church nursery or clean the toilets. These
FNB (KS LIS2LX S gK2 Of SIy dzLJ (K
lives. People who get dirty as they labor and care
for the disadvantaged, the unloved and the
rejected.
While the people up front, the teachers, the
musicians, the elders stand in front and receive
the accolades, Paul tells us that it is actually the
behind the scenes people who actually get the
greate honor from God.

While we have different gifts, and we are all
individual members, ware all part of the same
body of Christ. Before Christ our differences
divided us: Jew and Greek, slave and free. But
now, because we have all been baptized into one
body in one Spirit, we are one. The old divisions
are gone, and we are the unified body@ifirist.

Paul uses the analogy of the human body to
make his point that there must a diversity of gifts
in order for the body to function properly.

In the human body the foot is no less part of
the body because it isat a hand. Nor is the ear
not part of the body because it is not an eye. The
body needs feet, hands, ears and eyes. If every
member was a foot, then the body could not
function.

The same is true of the body of Christ. There
are many parts, which God hasramged and
chosen. Each member is no less part of the body
because it is not like another member. There must
be diversity for the body to function.

The Corinthians had their priorities out of
) order. They believed that the measure of true
Therefore, just as the eyeannotsay to the S . .
- ; o .~ . __ ._Spirituality lay in the speaking of tongues, and that
KFEYRXZ daL RzZYy QR WSESRYSeYzodSZNﬂ QI.T ul[]<S . . .
all bélievers shotld strive for and achieve speaking
church can say to another that they do need them. . . . .
_ - in tongues. Paul refutes this belief with two
Furthermore, every part is critical to the proper

functioning of the bod les which g arguments.
unctioning ot the body, even roles which are no Frst, no all members of the church are
glamorous.

apostles. Therefore, why should we assume that
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all members of the church will be gifted in
tongues? There are a variety of gifts and tongues
are just one of many manifestations of the Spirit.
People who do not speak itongues or perform
miracles are not lesser members of the body.
Furthermore, it does not mean that they do not
have the Spirit of God indwelling them.

Secondly, if you were going to rank the
spiritual gifts, then the apostles and the prophets
would be mae important than speaking in
tongues anyway. If you want to be envious of a
gifting, desire apostleship or prophecy, not
speaking in tongues. Paul will deal more with this
issue in chapter 14.

The Necessity of Love for Spiritual Gifts (12:31 -13:13)

Paul uses a series of hyperboles or
exaggerations in 13:3 to drive home his point: if
love is not the motivation, than the ministry has
no purpose, doesn't do anyone any good, and is of
no value whgsoever. It doesn't matter how
exciting or excellent your gift, it doesn't matter the
power of your ministry, it doesn't matter the
depth of sacrifice you make. Without love, your
ministry, your service to the church, has no value

Motivated by Love, Not Performance (13:1)

Often ministry is motivated more by
performance than by love. We seek the public gifts
because we can show off our talents. Our
motivation is for affirmation from others rather
than to love. But Paul tells us thaven if we have
perfect performances, without love we are a
clanging gong.

Motivated by Love, Not Power (13:2)

Often we are more concerned about
maintaining my authority than we are about the
people we serve. We find fulfillment from seeing
our ideas get carried out rather thamoin seeing
people growing closer to God. But Paul tells us
even if we have enough power in our ministry to
move mountains, without love we are nothing.

Motivated by Love, Not Power (13:3)

Often when we give, even sacrificially, there is
there really some d@f serving reason behind your
sacrifice. Do we hope someone will notice our
generosity? Do we give because it makes us feel
good about yourself when you give? But Paul tells
us even if we give away all we own or sacrifice our
very lives, without love, wgain nothing.

Paul then provides a list that describes the
character of love in 13:4. These character
qualities are not so much a definition of love as it
is a picture of what love looks like. We run a
danger in methodicai analyze each of these
character qualities, for as the preacher Ray
Stedman says, analyzing these beautifully poetic
words is "almost like taking a beautiful flower and
tearing it apart"(Stedman) Instead we should see
the bigpicture and ask ourselves if our ministry is
characterized by love or by selfish motivations?

1 Is my ministry characterized by gentlenges
is it characterized by impatience, sarcasm and
rudenes® Love is patient and kind3:4)

1 Is myministry characterzed by selflessness
or am | jealous when someone else is more
successful than | athLove is not jealous or
boastful or proud and demand its own way
(13:4b5a).

1 Is my ministy characterized by forgivengsor
do we keep lists of offensed®ve keeps no
record of when it has been wronged.3:5b
7).

Paul tells us here that the spiritual gifts are
going to disappear (13:80). There is considerable
debate among bible scholars as to when these
gifts will disappeaor even if they maybe already
have. Most all biblical scholars would agree that
after the return of Christ, when we will dwell with
him in a new heaven and new earth, we will not
have the need for spiritual gifts anymore. On this
earth there are many thirgwe don't understand,
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and we need supernatural gifting to help. But
then, "we will see everything with perfect clarity,"
so these gifts will not be necessary anymore
(13:12).

Like the Corinthians, it is easy to glamorize
our ministry. It is easy to let ministry become an
end unto itself. We become focused on keeping a
program alive, keeping a tradition going. Instead

of asking, how we can love people more
effectively, we hang mto the same old strategies.
But programs will die. Strategies will become
ineffective. Spiritual gifts will disappear. If we base
our service to God on programs, strategies, and
spiritual gifts, they will not endure. But if we base
our ministry on faithhope and love, our ministry
will last forever

Appendix: Lists of Spiritual Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 1 Corinthians 12:28

' Romans 12:6-8

Ephesians 4:11

Wisdom
Knowledge
Faith
Healing Healing
Miracles Miracles
Prophecy Prophets Prophecy Prophets
Discernment
Tongues Tongues
Interpretation of tongues
Apostles Apostles
Teachers Teaching Teachers
Helping Service
Administration Leading
Exhortation
Generosity
Mercy
Evangelist
Shepherds
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Week 9: Spiritual Gifting

Introduction

Have you ever wondered what church was
like for the earlyChristians2What would a typical
worship service have been like for, say, the
Christians in Corinth2 Corinthians 14:26 gives us
probably the besevidence of what it was like for
those early believers.

What then, brothers? When you
come together, each one has grhn, a
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an
interpretation. Let all things be done for
building up. (1 Corinthians 14:26 ESV)

It seems thefirst century church service was
more like a home fellowship or home bible study
than a Catholic or Orthodox mas$Someone
stands up and begins singing a song that they all
join. Then someone reads a scripture out of what
we call today the Old Testament. Someone else
gives a lesson from that passage.

However, 1 also seems that the Corinthian
church was more charactieed by disruptions and
chaos. When one person was sharing, somebody
else might get up and start talking at the same
time. Someone might start singing a song or when
another begins praying loudly with some strange
sounding words.

Paul addresses this sittian, calling on their
services to be done with decency and order, and in
the process gives us more insight into the proper
usage for spiritual gifting.

But all things should be done
decently and in order. (1 Corinthians
14:40 BV)

In the first 25 verses of chaptéd Paul makes
his point by contrasting two gifts: prophecy and
tongues. While he concentrates on these two gifts,
there are some transcendent principles we can
take from this contrast for all giftsHowever,
because Paul uses tongues and prophecy as his
case studywe needdefine the gifts of prophecy
and tongues.

t NPLIKSO& Aa NBGSIfAyS3
person with the gift of prophecy has the
supernatural ability to communicate a message
from God. In the early church, before the New
Testament had been completed, this gifting was
LI NI A Odzf I NX &
the New Testament.

Tongues, or maybe more modernly
translated, the gift of languages, is when a
Christian is givea supernatural ability to speak in
a foreign language in order to communicate the
gospel to norChristians.

The first time this gift was exercised is
recorded in Acts 2 at the very beginning of the
church. As recorded in Acts, there were people
from all ower the world gathered in Jerusalem for a
big festival. At this festival, the Holy Spirit gave the
Christians the ability to speak in many different
foreign languages. These Christians then went and
shared the gospel with all these visitors in their
native languages. As a result, over 3,000 became
followers of Jesus that day.

Tongues, thenis the ability to share the
message of Christ in the language of another
person. There is some question as to whether or
not scripture recognizes tongues as a Haman
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Christians today.1 Corinthians 13: seems to
indicate that tongues might include the languages
of angels, and thus undecipherable to humans.
However, Paul is using hyperbole in this verse. Just
as in 13:2 he spéa of faith capable of moving
mountains and in 13:3 he speaks of giving away
everything and dying a martyrs death.

Nonetheless, fithere is a prayetanguage or
non-human type of tonguesRaul is cleathat it is
a part of personal worship and not corporate
worship.

For you may be giving thanks well
enough, but the other person is not being
built up. (1 Corinthians 14:17 ESV)

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts (14:1 -25

LINJ OrpiA Glese

réadons, &rACE SCommunity
Fellowship does not practice the speaking of
tongues in our corporate worship services.
However, we do not want to invalidate the
ministry of those who practice tongues. We
recognize that God has used those ministries to
promote the gospel. As a result it is not our place
to criticize or put down churchesand other
believes whose doctrine or practice regarding
tongues is different than ourgzor while Paul says
it is a gift inferior to others, it is not to be
forbidden.

So, my brothers, earnestly desire to
prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in
tongues. { Corinthians 14:39 ESV)

Spiritual Gifts Should Build Up (14:1-3)

The Corinthians had placed undo importance

Spiritual Gifts Should Be for the Church (14:4)

There is a temptation to use our gifting only
for our own benefit. But Paul says, how much
better if it is done in a way that the whole church
can be buileup.

on the gift of tongues. So in 148 Paul contrasts
the gift of prophecy with the gift of tongues. Paul
says thatAtongues', as practicc::-d by Corivnthiar)s, afe _each other, we all sufferTo many Christians
aLzlsy a2 bDzR FyR UKS N‘Bpfer%cmﬁze tRefr Yaith Withd&IrvdidemEnkir the
church. But pophecy is spoken to men, so it can larger church communityf e think we can make
build up encourageand console. Tongues only Al sAGK 2dad 4YS$S FyR D2R
benefit the one speaking, whereas prophecy e sadly mistaken. We need each othéfe need

builds up the whole body. to share our gifting with each other.
Upbuilding,is often translated ad edify Our Hebrews 10:2@5 says:

gifts should build people up, not tear people
down. We shold strengthen people, not weaken
them.

Encouragement orExhoration is translated
from the Greek word used as a name for the Holy
Spirit, a name which is more commonly translated
as comforter Our gifts then should comfort
people, not irritate them. We shdd encourage
people, not discourage them.

Console is translated from a word that literally
means to empathize. Our gifts should help us to
empathize with people, not ignore them. We
should show compassion for people, not condemn
them.

2S5 ySSR SIFOK 20KSNRa adNBy:

G23SGKSNY ! yRhaek8 diftsavih R2y Qi &

FYR Y

(Hebrews 10:2#5 NASB) Let us
consider how to stimulate one another to
love and good deeds, not forsaking our
own assembling together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one ametr,
and all the more as you see the day
drawing near.

When we properly use our gift, it builds up
the whole body, not just ourselves.

© 2009 Ken Carson



1 Corinthians

Spring 2009

Page 39

Spritual Gifts Should Be Clear (14:5-12)

If a spiritual gift, like tongues, is to benefit the
whole body, it must be &sily understood and not
be confusing to people (148). Prophecy,
however can be understood and therefore helps
thebodz | YR A& (Kdz
tongues

But this principle should apply not just to
tongues. This is an important printgp for
teachers and people who regularly speak. We
want to be clear in what we teach.

But it is true also of other gifts. Service can be
done in a disorderly manner, without clarity. For
example, let say your ministry is to bring meals to
sick or elderlypeople. You need to do that in an
orderly clear manner. You need to take time to
plan the meal, cook it appropriately, and bring it
G2 GKSY Ay |
approach your ministry in a haphazard way. You
need to do a good job. Ministry de in a chaotic
YFYYySN] R2Say Qi SRATFE&®

Spiritual Gifting Should Use the Mind (14:13-19)

Speaking in tongues is being used as an
emotional experience that the Corinthians see as
some grand spiritual encounter. But Paul would

GAYSt e Yl

rather that we use not just our emotions when
exercising our gifts, but that we also use our minds
(14:1415). If the exercise of our gift is just an
emotional experience, then it is not building up
the body (14:17). Therefore, Paul would rather

5 dzLIS N 'R PRk éw, worgly with theli (pipds thany

thousands of words in tongues (14:19).

Tongques Are for Unbelievers (14:20-25)

Originally the gift of tongues was given at
Pentecost to communicate the gospel to those
spoke in foreign languages (Acts 2). The gift of
tongues $ a sign not to believers, but unbelievers
(14:22). The way the Corinthians exercised
tongues, this gift no longer helped bring the
gospel to unbelievers, but had the opposite effect.
Unbelievers watching how the Corinthians used
tpgues ould thinkhergrazy (4 2R)y o

In this sceneall these people are talking,
interrupting each other, and using strange words
and language$14:22) Paul says, an unbeliever is
going to think your nuts! But Paul says if they see
you using your gift appropriately, in an endy
manner, an unbeliever will see a glimpse of God
and fall under conviction.

But prophecy is clear and might convict an
unbeliever of their sin and bring them to worship
God (14:245).

in the Assembl

Paul desires the Corinthian church to be
characterized by deference, not domination. Paul
wants the Corinthians to allow many people to
speak, to allow everyone to exercise their gift
(14:2627). The assembly needs to be done in an
orderly and dignified maner, and not be chaotic
(14:3031, 33).

Furthermore, the exercise of both tongues
and prophecy is subject to the evaluation of the
entire congregation. For one who speaks in
tongues, it is subject to an interpreter (2¥b-28).
For the one who speaksmophesy, others are to
weigh what is said (14:29).

This is true of all spiritual gifts. Just because
you are exercising your gifting does not mean you
are always speaking or acting for God. It is subject
to the evaluation of the whole church as to
whether or not the exercise of your gift is
appropriate for the body.

That is to say, our spiritual gift is not a free
pass. The exercise of our gifts should always be
subject to those in authority over us in the church.

If a chuch service is to be orderly, then
women must also be quiet in the church service
(14:34). This is a very controversial passage. This
passage has been used throughout the history of
the church to berate women and to disqualify
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women from ministry. Howeverthis is not a
prohibition against women exercising their gifting
or ministering to the body.

First, there is evidence that Paul allowed
women to serve in church. In 1 Corinthians:8L1
mentions the appropriate manner in which
women should prophesy in churc Paul often
praised women for their service to the church in
his epistles (Romans 1&urthermore, prophesy is
a Spiritual gift for both male and female (Acts
2:17-18).

The prohibition against women speaking must
be put into the contextPaul has beenpgaking of
making sure the exercise of our spiritual gifting is
under the authority of the church. Tongues are to
be interpreted and prophesy is to be weighed
(14:2829). Paul is telling the women here that
they should be in submission as well (14:34).

Futhermore, a wife should not to be
jdzSadAz2yAy3 2 NJ
prophesy in public. If she has a question about
what her husband says in church, she should ask
this in private (14:35), for to publicly question him
would be disrespectful and sheeful.

To conclude, Paul does tell women that they
can pray and prophesy in church (11:5), but it
must be in submission to the church leadership.
Furthermore, they are not to exercise authority (1

SOt dzt G Ay 3

Timothy 2:12), but they are to leave the evaluation
of prophesy to the male leadership.

N

¢ KS
(14:36)
Finally, Paul warns the Corinthians that when
they exercise their spiritual gift, they should not
presume that God only speaks throughem
(14:36). God works through others, and therefore
all should have an opportunity to shaf@4:31)
When things are going well, when your ministry is
just clicking along, it is easy to think that whatever
you say or do is direct from God himsdut we
must recognize that we are not the only person

22NR 2F D2R 52S5SayQf
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Conclusion

Finally, Paul concludes this section by
reaffirming that it is okay to prophesy and to
speak in tongues, but it all must be done
appropriately and in an orderly manner (14:39
40).

But all things should be done
decently and in order. (1 Corinthians
14:40 ESV)

God has given each believer a spiritual gift to
serve the body. We all have an important role to
play to keep this church alive and vibrant.

Each gift is important. There are no
insignificant roles. The ast mundane roles are
often the most important.

© 2009 Ken Carson

God uses.
wSO23yAl S D2RQA&382 2NR CANRG o6wmn
UKSANI Kdzaol yRQ&

Furthermore, if someone does not recognize
t I dzZ Qa4 AyadNHzOiGA2ya & o0SAy3
should not be allowed to share their gift (14:37
38). If someone dlieves God only works through
GKSYZ IyR (dKS& R2 y24 NBO23yA
command comes through the apostles, if someone
does not recognize the authority of the scripture
over and above their own, then they should not be
allowed to exercise their gifig.

.dzi AF S R2yQlG t20S SIOK 24
our gifts properly, than our gifts are worthless.

LT 6S R2y Qi t20S SIOK 2i§KSN
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comfort and empathizevith each other.

LT 6S R2y Qi t20S SIFOK 2{iKSN
use our gifts in an orderly manner. We will be
showing disrespect for each other, interrupting
and distracting each other.

LT S R2y Qi t20S SIOK 20KSNE
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ourselves more important than we are.

The bottom line is, if we really want to use our
gifts properly, it begins and ends with love.
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Chapter 15 is one fothe most important
theological chapters in the entire bible. Paul must
address a fundamental doctrinal error in the
church. There were those who did not believe in a
physical resurrection, believing that they had
achieved their glorified state in theiruoent
bodies.

The Greek philosophy of the day taught that
the physical was impure, while the mind and spirit
(the logog were pure and good. This lead to a
worship of logic, wisdom and knowledge and a
distaste for the physical body.

The Corinthians hadnelded this philosophy
with the Christian teaching on the resurrection.

They were teaching that the resurrection was not
physical, for that would offend their Greek
sensibilities. Instead the resurrection was a
spiritual event, and that, indeed, they could
through the attainment of knowledge, achieve this
Paulreacts strongly against this idea aadlks

the Corinthians to remember what he first taught
them when he founded their church. He wants
them to go back and reember the teachings they
learned about the resurrection. His point is that
his teachindhas notchanged.Therefore,Paul goes
back and reiterates the lessons he taught them
regarding the resurrection.

The Ramifications of the Resurrection (15 :1-34)

Salvation is only possible witla physical
resurrection. It is, as Paul puts it, "of first
importance." Ifwe do not remember and hold
onto the gospel of the resurrectionwe have
believed in ®in. There are two reasons wiour
belief is in vain without the resurrection:

First, the claims Jesus made about himself
have no validity without the resurrection. Why
should you believe a man who claims to be God,
but then cannoteven avoidarrest and execution
by a human governorHowever,a man who rose
from the dead, this is a man with credibility. What
a man like that says something it is something to
which you should listen.

{SO2yRf&z WSadzaQ
that he has the pwer to rescueeach of usfrom

death. When Jesus was hanging on the cross, the

thief being executed next to him taunted him by
yelling, "If you are the Christ, save yourself!" There
is some truth to his taunt. If Jesus really was the

Christ, he has to be #&bto demonstrate that he
can save himself before he can demonstrate that
he can save others. When he rose from the dead,
He demonstrated he has the power to overcome
death. Thereforehe has the power to rescue us
from death as well.

Therefore, theresurrection is the foundation
of our salvation.

Paul is basing his whole argument here on the
tenant that Jesus rising from the dead is a
historical fact. It is not merely sufficient for the
resurrection to hae been a nice little story. If the
power of the resurrection is to have any affect in

NEB & dzNRHIEE K Bagto bgtaig o v 5 g NT G S 4

Paul carefully lays out for the Corinthians, and
for us, the historical evidence. Paul lists the names
of people who were eyewitnesses the event. He
lists people that were well known and trusted to
them, people like Peter, James and the apostles.
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Over 500 people saw him at oncEinally Paul

himself saw the resurrected Jesus. He tells them in

verses:

Last of all, as to one untimely bm
he appeared also to me. (1 Corinthians
15:8 ESV)

Paul isreminding the Corinthians thathere
are over 500 people who remember this
significant event. This is not just a metaphorical
story or a myth. The resurrection is a historical
fact.

If there is not resurrection

Paul wants those who deny the physical
resurrection to consider the logical ramifications
of such a belief. If Christ is not raised then:

Christ is not raised from the dead (15:16).
They are still itheir sins (15:17).

The dead are lost (15:18).

We are to be pitied akols(15:19).
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Without the resurrection, then we are hoping
for a better life that will never come. Paul says,
without the resurrection, we are pitiful fools,
following a dream. If thee is no resurrection,
there is no point in even pretending that
Christianity has any validity.

If Christ has been raised

However just as Paul wanted the Corinthians
to consider the logic of no resurrection, he also
wants them, and us, to consider the logi
ramifications of a risen Christf Jesus has been
raised then:

1 All shall benadealive (15:22).
1 Christ shall reign as King (15:24).
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9 Christ will defeat His enemiesy25).
9 Christ will abolish death (15:26).

If Christ has been raised, and he will abolish
death, what does that mean for us? What impact
should that have for us? It means we have the
hope to live through hardships.

The apostle Paul was a man who understood
hardship. This man was run out of town on
numerous occasions, he was imprisoned, he was
once in ashipwreck and he was even once stoned
and left for dead. Paul asks the question:

Why am | in danger every hour? (1
Corinthians 15:30 ESV)

The answer is simple. Paul is willing to
endanger himselffor the gospel, willing to be
imprisoned, beat up, persecuted, because he
knows that for all the hardship, there is a greater
hope awaiting him. Paul knows he need not fear
death, because he will be raised from the dead.
Paul knows that the resurrectionvgis us hope to
live through hardships.

If there is no resurrection, it is hard to get
motivated about life. It is hard to get excited
about persevering through hardship. Paul says it
well in verse 32:

If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat
and drink, for tomorrow we die." (1
Corinthians 15:32 ESV)

However ,if the resurrection is true, we should
live sensibly (15:34). Paul is giving the Corinthians
awakeupOF t t® 1S A& &aleAy3a:s
about what you are doing, how you are living. You
are actingf A1 S @2dz R2y Qi (y2¢ Fyel
D2R®¢ LyaidiSIFIRI tA@S aSyaiofteo
the reality of the resurrection.
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The Details of the Resurrection (15:35 -58

Similarities of our Old and New Bodies (15:35-38)

You see, the Corinthians saw the resurrection
as one of two extremes. On the one hand, some
believed that the body we receive at the
resurrection is a new body completely unreldte
to our current body. On the other hand, some
believed that the body we receive at the
resurrection is merely the same old body,
refurbished. Paul says both notions are foolish and
the truth lies somewhere in the middle. He
illustrates this through the amogy of planting
seeds.

First, the new body is indeed related to our
current body. Paul says our new bodies will come
from the seed of old bodies. There will be a
relationship between our old and new bodies

much in the same way there is a relationship
between a seed and a plant.

Secondly, however, our new bodies are not
just a reconstituted or refurbished body. It is a
whole new body. When you plant a seed into the
ground, the old seed dies as it gives life to a new
plant. And just as a seed which you glanmust die
before it can grow into a new plant, so our old
bodies must die so they can be turned into brand
new bodies. The old body is gone. Your
resurrected body will be a whole new body,
different from the old.

Differences between our Old and New Bodies
(15:42-49)

Paul outlines those differences in vesst to
49:

So is it with the resurrection of the
dead. (1 Corinthians 15:4®B ESV)

Current Body

Future Body

What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. (vs. 42)

Perishable - Perishable itemsare things like

spoiled andgone bad. Our current bodies will d
that. They will spoil and go bad.

It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. (vs. 43)

Dishonor - our current bodies are involved i
all kinds of dishonorable thing8/e @n all think of
dishonorable thingsve've done with your body?

It is sown in weakness, it is raised in powes. 43)

Weakness - Our current bodies have are wea

with physical ailments and illnesses

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual bdfiyhere is a natural body, there

is also a spiritual body. (vs. 44)

Natural - Our current bodies are limited to the

experience the here and now.

Imperishable - The resurrected body will neve
milk that has been left oubn the counter. It has spoil, never decay, and nevéie. It is imperishable

Glory - Qur resurrectedbody will never be
involved with dishonorable things. It will be a bo
without sin or the temptation to sin. It will be
raised in glory.

Power - Our new bodies will not tempt us @
They tempt us wh fleshly desires, they test u test us. With our new bodies, we will be able
overcome with strength and power.

Spiritual - Our new bodies will not be limite
natural, physical world. We can only see a to the natural ad physical world. We will be abl
to see and experience the spiritual world as well.

© 2009 Ken Carson



Page 44

Spring 2009

1 Corinthians

Current Body

Future Body

Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam
became a lifegiving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, dnen
the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from
heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man
of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just as we have boimageeof the
man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. (48)45

Likeness of Adam - Our current bodies are

Likeness of Christ - Our new bodies come fron
descended from Adam, the first man. He w Christ, the first resurrected man. He was form
formed from the dust of the earth, and was earthl from the dust of heaven, and was heavenly.

Need for spiritual bodies (15:50)

Ultimately, these bodies of ours are so
corrupt, so weak, so perishablehat before we
can inherit God's kingdom, we must be changed.
God's kingdom is not corrupt, weak, or perishable,
so before we can inherit it we must be changed
into bodies that are not corrupt, but strong, and
imperishable.

However, we should not mistake ah these
will be physical bodies. The resurrection is a
physical event. Ultimately, our hope is not found
in transcending the physical for the spiritual realm,
but that in our new perfect physical bodies, God
will dwell with us in a new physical heaven and
earth (Revelation 21:1ff).

The resurrection will happen in future (15:51-53)

The first detail Paul gives us ithe
resurrection will happen in thefuture. Some
interesting things to point out about this future
resurrection:

1 Some will be changed without dying. When
the end comes, there will be some alive who
are changed. The dead will be raised with new
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bodies and those still alive at that point will
also be changed.

1 It will happen fast. Look at the words Paul
uses. "In &flash, in the twinkling of an eye."
We won't be sitting around wondering what's
happening. It won't be one of the slow motion
morphs you see in science fiction movies. It
will be an instantaneous change.

The resurrection is based on what happened in
the past (15:54-57)

WSadzaQ NBadzZNNBOGA2Y RSY2yaidN

the power to rescue you from death. Because he
rose from the dead, we know he can raise us from
the dead. He can erase the sting of death.

Paul is calling on the Corinthians to stick to
the teaching he first gave them. If the resurrection
is true, it should have a profound impact on your
life. Don't let anything get in the way. Let nothing
move you. The resurrection gives tie power to
stick through the hard times, to put up with the
difficulties, to tolerate the pain, because we know,
in the end, we have victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. We can know that our labor is not in vain.
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Paul now moves on to a new subject. This is
not, however, an abrupt transition to an unrelated
subject. No, rather, if we remember the victory
Christ accomplished in his resection, and we
remember the future resurrection of our own
bodies, we should bénspiredto give ourselves

fully to the Lord's work. More specifically, we
should be inspired to give our money to the Lord's
work, not out of obligation or guilt, but out of
thanksgiving and excitement for the hope of the
resurrection.

Situational Background (16:1

Verse 1 tells us that there is a specific
collection, or a specific cause to which Paul is
asking them to give. Evidently at this time
Jerusalem was in an economic depression
stemming from a droughfActs 11:280). Many of
the poor Christians in Jerusalem were hungry and
in great need. So as he would go around and visit
churches throughout the Roman Empire, Paul
would ask the churches tgontribute money to
help the believers back in Jerusale(Romans
15:2528, Acts 24:17)

As Paul writes to the church he founded in
Corinth, he is asking them to also consider
contributing to this cause. But as he does so he
has some guidelines, principlésat he wants the
Corinthians to follow as they consider giving to
this donation. Even though we aren't going to be
contributing to the same cause Paul wants the
Corinthians to consider, the principles he lays out
are transcendent principles which we case to
guide our thinking as we consider how to give
ourselves fully to the Lord's work.

How We Should Give (16:2-4

Give regularly (16:2a)

The first principle Paul outlines is that the
Corinthians are tajive regularly He doesn’'want
them to wait until he gets there and then try to
raise all the money at once. He wants them at p
a little bit aside each week and contribute when
GKSe YSSiG a2y GKS FANAGDG

There is a little known economic fact that
people spad at least as much as they make. Very
few people just happen to have money sitting
around. That's why furniture and home electronics
stores offer no payment and no interest until next
year on their products. People don't just have
money sitting around redy to buy a new flat
screen TV or ready to donate to a worthy cause.

Paul must know this little economic fact. That
is why he suggests that they begin their own

charitable giving installment plan. Put a little aside
every week.

The same holds true for u$f we wait until
some big need comes down the line, we won't
have any money sitting around to help with the
need. Instead, we should give regularly.

R Maypepthal peans giyg ggreoplacty s gqu
receive your paycheck, setting aside a little bit for
the Lod's work with each check. We all need
some kind of discipline to ensure that we give
NB3IdzE NI ed ¢KIFIadua gKI G
get ourselves in the habit of giving regularly.

Give proportionately (16:2b)

wants
GStfa

Secondly, Paul
proportionately. | S
LINE & LIS NI €

them togive

GKSY G2
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Not everyone gives the same amount, but we
give in relation to what we earn.

Rich people should be giving more dollars
than poor people, but all should be giving in
proportion to their income.

Often we @sume that while we the wealthy
may give more money to charity than the poor.
However, according to one study, in the United
States, low income people give an average of 4.5%
of their income to charity, while middle class
families give 2% and wealthy famg give 3%
(Brooks)

What that tellsus is that the middle classs
not giving in proportion to their income, but in
fact, proportionately, are giving less thmor and
the rich. However, ve aren't to think that just the
rich people are to give. We are all to give in
proportion to what we have earned.

Third, Paul calls on the Corinthians to give
wisely. The Corinthians weren't able to call the
Jerusalem Christians' Charitable Foundation and
just give themtheir visa card number. They
couldn't just send a check to the church in

Jerusalem. They had to send people with the cash.
And Paul is advising them to choose messengers
who they can trust to take the contribution to
Jerusalem. You don't want someone tdkéathe
money and abscond with the funds.

Paul is telling them to be wise in their giving.
Don't just give your money to anyone and hope it
gets to the people in Jerusalem. Pick the right
people to go.

Just as Paul asked the Corinthians to be give
wisely, ® should we. We need to be careful to
whom we give our gifts. We need to pick the right
people with which to entrust our money. Ask
where the money is being spent. Know the people
making the spending decisions. You don't want to
give your money to someonwho will abscond
with the funds.

Often Christians are the most gullible in this
regard. Millions of dollars have been lost by
churches and parachurch organizations to people
running ponzischemes. Jesus tells his disciples
that they must be as crafty as serpents, but
innocent as dove¢Matthew 10:16) Too often, at
least with charitable giving, we are as crafty as a
R20S YR a4 Ayy20Syid I a
about our giving.

Concluding Remarks (16:5 -24

Paul informs the Corinthians that he is coming
to visit them soon. Currently he is in Ephesus
where God has opened the door to his ministry.
This is consistent with whdt dz] S G St t a
two year stay in Ephesus (Acts 19:10, 20).
Following his stay in Ephesus, he planned to travel
through Macedonia and then stay with them for
the winter. This is exactly what does happen
according to Acts 20:2, as Paul concludesshi
third missionary journey.

Because Paul is not able to come to Corinth
right away, it seems he has sent Timothy, his
@2dzy3 LINPGS3ISDP CNRBY t | dz
S 1y2¢6 GKIFIG ¢AY20KeQa
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cause) péapldo despise him (1 Timothy 4:12). So
Paul asks the Corinthians to welcome him and to
not despise him.

Paul also tells the Corinthians that he asked
i 2
want to right then but he would come as soon as
he had tke chance (16:12).

Finally, Paul asks the Corinthians to recognize
the work of their leaders, namely, Stephanas,
Fortunatus and Achaicus. Paul tells us that these
men were among the first converts in Corinth, and
that they had come to visit Paul in Ephesus,
perhaps to bring the letter to which 1 Corinthians
is a response. Paul reminds the Corinthians to
submit to these leaders.
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He asks them to greet eachhar with a holy
kiss (16:20). Kissing was a common greeting in that

Man Up! (16:13-14) culture, much as we see in some European
Paul summarizes his entire message from the  countries today. In our cultural context, Paul
letter in these two short versedde asks them to would probably ask us to greet one another with a
a0dFyR FANY Ay GKS FI A(GKodholyhandShalkef f 8 2 KS areasx al OG f A
YSy ®¢ Paul finishes the book in his ovirandwriting.
This admonition does not come out of the We know that Paul dictated most of his letters to a

blue. It comes on the heels of his great teaching scribe (Romans 16:22)but often woull end his
2y (GKS NBaAdZNNBOUGA2Yy d . SO lettess Svith2aFhandvitien W& stalzeRonsfrated G 2 NB

over death (16:57), we can stand firmand act the authenticity of the letter (Colossians 4:18, 2
with strength and courage through any hardship Thessalonians 3:17).
or difficulty. Because Jesus rose from the dead, we In his own landwriting he condemns those
Oy aYly dzLHE who do not love the Lord, probably referring to
those in the Corinthian church who were causing
Final Greetings the divisions within their church. Then, he
Paulpassesn greetings from the churches in O2y Of dzRSa $AGK GKS GF3 fAYy!
Asia and from Aquila and Prisca (16:19). I'NF YFAO LIKNYasS YSFHyAy3 ahdz
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