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Syllabus 
1 Corinthians  

Spring 2009  

Course Description  

Often we idealize the 1
st
 century church, thinking that the 

early Christians were all about love, harmony and sharing with 

one another. But, as shown in the book of 1 Corinthians, the 

early churches had great struggles. They battled divisiveness 

and racism. They wrestled with how to live in a secular culture 

filled with sexual permissiveness and rampant materialism. In 

other words, the 1
st
 century church faced the same battles we 

do today. 

This 11 week class looks at the letter written by the 

apostle Paul to the church in Corinth. In each lecture we will 

explore the message of the apostle Paul first by understanding 

the historical, political, and social context of this church 

located in 1
st
 century  Greece. We will work our way through 

the book to see God's message for Corinth at this time, and 

how that message applies to us today. Students will be 

expected to commit to attending the lectures and read along 

and outline the book through the term.  

Course Objectives 

Ç Students will read the book of 1 Corinthians twice. 
Ç Students will understand the major themes, the flow, and the message of 1 Corinthians. 
Ç Students will gain a better understanding of proper biblical hermeneutics. 
Ç Students will feel more confident in their understanding and use of the 1 Corinthians in their own 

personal lives and in future ministries. 

Course Requirements  

Ç Each student will read through the book of 1 Corinthians.  
Ç Each student will complete a simple chart for the book of 1 Corinthians. 
Ç 9ŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ άƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ 1 Corinthians. 

Other Details  

Suggestion Donation: $10.00 
Instructor: Ken Carson 
Contact Info: Home Phone: 541-607-0410; E-Mail: kcarson97404@msn.com 
Time: Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:45. 
Location: Room 104 
Course Notes & Audio Lectures: On the World Wide Web at  http://www.gcfweb.org/institute 
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Course Schedule: 

Week Date Topic Scripture 

1 March 29 Introduction  

2 April 5 Divisiveness 1 Corinthians 1:1-4:21 

3 April 12 Confrontation 1 Corinthians 5:1-6:11 

4 April 19 Sexual Immorality 1 Corinthians  6:12-7:40 

5 April 26 Christian Liberty Part 1 1 Corinthians  8:1-9:24 

6 May 3 Christian Liberty Part 2 1 Corinthians  10:1-11:1 

7 May 10 Disruption in Church 1 Corinthians  11:2-34 

8 May 17 Spiritual Gifting Part 1 1 Corinthians  12:1-13:13 

9 May 24 Spiritual Gifting Part 2 1 Corinthians  14:1-40 

10 May 31 Resurrection 1 Corinthians  15:1-58 

11 June 7 Giving*  1 Corinthians  16:1-24 

*Homework due (outline and impact paragraph). 



 

© 2009 Ken Carson 
 

Week 1: Introduction  
  1 Corinthians  

March 29, 2009  

The Author : Paul 

A Hebrew of Hebrews  

Context of Acts 22 

Towards the end of his recorded missionary 

journeys, Paul decides to return to Jerusalem. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿŀǊƴ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

wanted man in Jerusalem and if he returns he will 

surely be imprisoned. Nonetheless, Paul is sure 

that this is the path God has for him. 

Sure enough, as soon as Paul arrives in 

Jerusalem, there is trouble. Jews from Asia had 

reported to the Jewish authorities that Paul had 

been preaching against the Law in synagogues 

throughout Asia Minor and into Greece. He had 

been teaching that Gentiles could have a 

relationship with God outside of the Law. This was 

a position with which many Jews within the church 

struggled, let alone those Jews outside the church. 

Interestingly, it was not the fact that Paul was 

teaching that Jesus was the Christ which upset the 

Jews, but that the Law was moot because of 

Christ. This issue, with which the church itself had 

been struggling, ultimately became more of a 

dividing line between Jews and Christians than the 

Messianic claims of Jesus! 

In this context Paul falsely accused of having 

brought a Gentile into the temple, which was a 

clear violation of Jewish law and was punishable 

by death. As a result, the entire city erupts into 

chaos as a lynch mob tries to seize Paul. In the 

midst of the chaos, Roman troops arrest Paul for 

disrupting the police. However, because of his 

standing as a Roman citizen, Paul is allowed to 

address his Jewish accusers and defend himself. 

Acts 22 records this address in which Paul gives a 

defense of his teaching. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ¦ǇōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ό!Ŏǘǎ ннΥм-3) 

The author of Acts tells us that Paul gives his 

defense speech in Acts 22 in the Hebrew language 

rather than Greek. The effect of this is that the 

crowd becomes silent. The accusation against Paul 

is that he is preaching a message of salvation for 

the Gentiles outside of the Jewish traditions, so 

just by speaking in Hebrew he catches the crowd 

off guard and they become intrigued by what he 

might be saying to them. 

He starts defense with an autobiography. Paul 

is a Jew. He may have been born in the Greek city 

of Tarsus, but he had been sent to Jerusalem for 

his education. Indeed, he was tutored by the 

famous conservative Jewish rabbi Gamaliel and 

taught strict adherence and zealous defense of the 

Jewish law (Acts 22:3). 

Throughout his epistles, Paul made note of his 

Jewish heritage. No one would be able to accuse 

him of being more Jewish than he (2 Corinthians 

11:22). He was a son of Abraham and of the tribe 

of Benjamin (Romans 11:1), and his Jewish name, 

Saul, comes from the most famous Benjaminite, 

King Saul. He had been circumcised eight days 

according to Jewish Law, and was raised as a 

Pharisee. Pharisees believed in a literal and strict 

interpretation of the Jewish law. And by using 

such a strict interpretation, Paul was able to claim 

that he was blameless under the law (Philippians 

оΥсύΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ άŀ IŜōǊŜǿ ƻŦ IŜōǊŜǿǎέ 

(Philippians 3:5). 

While Paul was indeed a Hebrew of Hebrews, 

he also could fit well into the Gentile world. He 

inherited Roman citizenship from his father. 

Roman citizenship would be given as an honor for 

services rendered to a Roman official, perhaps by 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ tŀǳƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ 
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citizenship to his advantage throughout his 

journeys. 

Paul Persecution of the Church (Acts 22:4-5a) 

Paul was so zealous in his defense of the Law 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ ²ŀȅέ ŀǊƻǎŜ 

teaching a more liberal understanding of the law, 

he actively persecuted its members (Acts 22:4). 

Acting under orders of the High Priest and the 

Jewish ruling council, he imprisoned and was 

complicit in the execution of those in this sect 

(22:5). He was present and complicit in the 

execution of the first Christian martyr, Stephen 

(Acts 8:1, 22:20). 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

something which he would come to deeply regret. 

While before his conversion to Christianity he had 

ōŜŜƴ άŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜέ όм ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ 1:13), he 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ άƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

(1 Corinthians 15:9). His forgiveness for his violent 

harassment of the church also gave him a deep 

appreciation for the grace of God (1 Timothy 

1:14). 

Conversion and Call  

Events on the Road to Damascus (Acts 22:5b-16) 

On one occasion Saul sought to go to 

Damascus in Syria to round up the Christians and 

return them to Jerusalem for persecution (22:5b). 

On the road to Damascus Paul encounters Jesus. A 

bright light comes from heaven, and he hears a 

ǾƻƛŎŜ ŎǊȅ ƻǳǘ ά{ŀǳƭΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƴƎ ƳŜΦέ 

Paul asks who it is that is calling to him from 

ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΣ άL ŀƳ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜ 

bŀȊŀǊŜƴŜΣ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƴƎΦέ tŀǳƭ ŀǎƪǎ 

Jesus what to do, and Jesus instructs him to go on 

to Damascus, where he would be given 

instructions (22:10). However, he had to be led to 

Damascus because he had been blinded by the 

bright light (22:11). In Damascus, Paul meets 

Ananias, another devout, conservative Jew 

(22:12)Φ !ƴŀƴƛŀǎ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎƭȅ ƘŜŀƭǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

blindness (22:13) and his spiritual blindness 

(22:14-16).  

Chronology of Paul  

Date Epistle 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ [ƛŦŜ 
AD 33  Jesus died and rose 

34  tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦ tǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 
Damascus. 
Spends time in Arabia 

37  Barnabas introduces Paul to the 
church in Jerusalem. Faces 
persecution 
Paul returns to live in Tarsus 

47  Barnabas brings Paul to Antioch 
First Missionary Journey 

49 Galatians The Jerusalem Council 

50-51 1 & 2 
Thessalonians 

Second Missionary Journey ς 18 
months in Corinth 

 1 & 2 
Corinthians 
Romans 

Third Missionary Journey ς 2 
years In Ephesus 

57  Paul imprisoned in Jerusalem 

60  The Journey to Rome 

61 Philemon 
Colossians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 

Paul imprisoned in Rome 

62  Paul released from prison. 
Further travels 

63 1 & 2 Timothy 
Titus 

Reimprisionment & Martyrdom 

Sources: (Gundry 318-319), (Cole) 

His Call as Apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 22:17-21) 

!ŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 

preach the gospel to the Jews. After all, he was 

trained as a Pharisee. He knew the law; he knew 

the Jewish mind. He had better training and 

education than any of the apostles did. What 

better person to convince the Jews that Jesus was 

the Messiah? So Paul went to Jerusalem and 

preached convincingly to the Jews that Jesus was 

ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ό!Ŏǘǎ фΥннύΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

calling. 

While he was able to use his education and 

training to make convincing arguments supporting 

Christ to the Jews, his ministry was ineffective. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 

by the Jews, and at the same time, the Christians 

were skeptical of his conversion thinking he may 

be working undercover and seeking to expose him 

(Acts 9:26). So, one day while in the Jewish 

temple, Paul had a vision in which Jesus 

commanded him to leave Jerusalem (22:17-18). 

Paul tried to argue with Jesus, telling him of how 

his background made him the perfect person to 
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preach to the Jews (22:19-20). But Jesus again told 

ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎΦέ 

While Paul would always earnestly desire for 

his countrymen to accept Jesus as their Messiah 

(Romans 9:2-3), this was not to be his calling by 

Jesus. He was to be the apostle to the Gentiles. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ 

(Galatians 1:15-16)). This was a calling not from 

the other apostles (Galatians 1:17-24). 

So Paul was taken by Barnabas and they left 

Jerusalem (Acts 9:27-30) and for many years Paul 

waited in Arabia and Damascus to fulfill the calling 

of the Lord (Galatians 1:17-21).  

His Basis of Apostolic Authority 

Paul had seen the glory of God, recognized 

Him as Lord. The Lord identified himself as Jesus. 

Paul may not have been an eyewitness to the 

ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ 

of Jesus resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:8). This put 

him on-par with the apostles who had walked with 

Jesus and had been eyewitnesses to his life and his 

resurrection (1 Corinthians 9:1). 

Paul had been called by Jesus himself to be 

His apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15, 22:21, 

26:16-18). His calling as such did not come from 

the other apostles, but from Christ himself 

(Galatians 1:11-12). The other apostles, having 

heard of tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƘƛƳ 

as the apostle to the Gentiles (Galatians 2:2, 9).  

Nonetheless, there would be many who 

ŘƻǳōǘŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ 

Christians who struggled with his teaching that 

Gentiles did not have to follow the Jewish Law to 

be Christian and amongst the Gentile Christians 

ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

own apostleship becomes one of the major sub-

themes raised throughout his epistles. 

Mission and Ministry  

The Missionary Journeys 

Antioch: The Sending Church 

In Acts 11:19, persecution spreads the 

Christians out from Judea and Samaria, to the city 

of Antioch. At first the Christians only share with 

the Jews in Antioch, but soon some men from 

Christians from Cyprus arrive in Antioch and begin 

proclaiming the gospel to the Greeks (11:20). This 

concerns the apostles, so Barnabas is sent to 

investigate (11:22). Barnabas investigates and 

finds that that many are coming to believe in 

Antioch. He then travels to Tarsus to find Paul, and 

the two of them stay in Antioch and teach them 

for a year. 

Antioch was a very large city, second only to 

Rome itself in population. Because of its size and 

political influence, the church in Antioch becomes 

an important center for Christianity, second only 

to Jerusalem itself.  This is the first church to 

preach to the Gentiles. This is the first church 

where disciples are called Christians.  

This is the first church to send out 

missionaries. In Acts 13:1 this church in Antioch 

sends Barnabas and Paul on a mission to Asia 

Minor to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. After 

years of waiting, Paul begins to fulfill the calling he 

received from Christ. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ LǘƛƴŜǊŀǊƛŜǎ 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ 

Barnabas through central Asia Minor, probably as 

far up as southern Galatia (Acts 13-14). It is at the 

end of this journey that Paul and Barnabas find 

themselves back in Jerusalem defending their 

ministry to the Gentiles at the Jerusalem Council. 

As Paul and Barnabas head out on their 

second missionary journey, they part company 

due to a disagreement over whether or not to take 

John Mark with them on the journey (Acts 

15:36ff). Barnabas and Mark sail to Cyprus, while 

Paul takes Silas as his partner and they head back 

to Asia Minor. However God tells Paul that they 

are not to continue in Asia Minor, but are to cross 
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ǘƘŜ !ŜƎŜŀƴ {Ŝŀ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ό!Ŏǘǎ мсύΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

missionary journey takes him into Macedonia and 

Greece, where he establishes churches in Philippi 

(Acts 16:11-40), Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-9) and 

Corinth (Acts 18). Paul stays in Corinth for 18 

months supporting and teaching in the church 

there. At the end of that 18 month period he 

returns briefly to Antioch. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 

by a two year stay in the city of Ephesus. Rather 

ǘƘŀƴ ŀ άƧƻǳǊƴŜȅέ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘǊƛǇǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎ 

and his leaving Ephesus as he journeys back to 

WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ό!Ŏǘǎ мфύΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ 9ǇƘŜǎǳǎΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ άŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀ 

heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and 

DǊŜŜƪǎέ ό!Ŏǘǎ мфΥмлύΦ 

  After two years in Ephesus, Paul is 

determined to go to Rome. But for Paul, the road 

to Rome goes east out of Ephesus towards the city 

of Jerusalem. Paul would go to Jerusalem because 

he knew that he would be arrested, after which he 

would appeal to Caesar, as was his right as a 

Roman citizen, thus providing him with a trip to 

Rome with all expenses paid by the Roman 

empire. This brings us back to Acts 22, where he is 

arrested and after several years of sitting in a jail 

in Caesarea, he is finally brought to Rome to await 

his trial before Caesar. That is where the book of 

Acts ends. 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ 

conjecture. Tradition has that he was acquitted in 

his trial, and afterwards he traveled to Spain to 

establish churches there. Eventually he returned 

to Rome where he was finally arrested and 

martyred late in life. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

Wherever Paul went preaching, he followed a 

consistent pattern. First, Paul earned his living not 

by requiring donations from the churches. He was 

a tentmaker (Acts 18:3), and supported himself in 

this ministry. This freed him from the accusation 

that his preaching was just for the money (2 

Corinthians 11:7-10) and keep him from being a 

burden to the churches he established (1 

Thessalonians 2:9, 2 Thessalonians 3:8). 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ 

came to a city, he followed a similar pattern in his 

preaching. He always began teaching Jews in the 

synagogue, leading many Jews to Christ. Those 

Jews, however, who did not believe eventually 

throw him out of the synagogue. So Paul then 

begins preaching to Gentiles in the city. As such, 

the churches he establishes throughout Asia Minor 

and Europe are built on the foundation of Judaism, 

but have strong Gentile presence. These mixed 

Jewish and Gentile churches represent in a 

microcosm the greater melding of Jew and Gentile 

into something new and unique, the church. 

His Hardships 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ƘŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ 

tremendous persecution, both from Jews who 

disliked his teaching and from Gentile authorities. 

He had been whipped with 39 lashes on five 

different occasions, thrice beaten with rods, three 

times shipwrecked, and even stoned and left for 

dead. He was imprisoned in Philippi, Jerusalem, 

Caesarea and Rome. In fact, he probably spent 

nearly as much time in prison as he did during his 

missionary journeys. 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ tŀǳƭ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ άǘƘƻǊƴ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘέ ƛƴ н /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мнΥтΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ 

conjecture as to what this ailment is, including a 

persistent temptation, a physical ailment, or bad 

eyesight. But whatever the weakness, and 

whatever hardship Paul endured, he always 

looked to Christ for his strength (2 Corinthians 

12:9) and he counted it a privilege to share in the 

suffering of Christ (Colossians 1:24).  

The Pauline Epistles  

The Character of Paul 

¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

very important to the spread of Christianity 

amongst the Gentiles. But his greater legacy would 

not be the churches he established throughout the 

Roman Empire, but thirteen letters he sent to 
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encourage, teach and even chastise these 

churches.  

Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƭƛŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

charisma or in his speaking abilities, but in his 

writing. Paul was, in fact, probably a rather 

unimpressive individual.  

The apocryphal book, The Acts of Paul and 

Thecla describes Paul as: 

Χŀ Ƴŀƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜΣ ōŀƭŘ-headed, 

bandy-legged, well-built, with eyebrows 

meeting, (and) rather long-ƴƻǎŜŘΧ 

In addition, from the scripture, it appears that 

he had bad eyesight, was prone to having a 

temper, and was a poor public speaker (2 

Corinthians 11:6).  

CƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ άIƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǘȅ 

and strong, but his personal presence is 

unimpressive and his speech 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇǘƛōƭŜΦέ (2 Corinthians 10:10 

NASB95) 

His letters express sometimes his extravagant 

joy (Philippians 1:3-4) and other times his deep 

depression (2 Corinthians 1:8-9). Yet he always 

shows an intensity and zeal for the cause of Christ. 

His writing was bold and theologically deep.  

²ƘƛƭŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ άǿŜƛƎƘǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŀǊƳ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

style. The texts seem to indicate that Paul dictated 

his letters to a scribe, resulting not in well edited 

and rhetorically concise treatises, but in a more 

free flowing discussion. It is as if we are sitting 

having a conversation with a friend rather than 

sitting in a lecture hall listening to a professor. 

!ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎ 

Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ 

sometimes as being too deep. As we study the 

Pauline epistles, we will find that, while his 

theology is profound, his writing style sometimes 

is a bit confusing. We are not alone in this 

observation, as the apostle Peter found Paul 

difficult to read as well: 

",,,just as also our beloved brother 

Paul, according to the wisdom given him, 

wrote to you, as also in all his letters, 

speaking in them of these things, in which 

are some things hard to understand, 

which the untaught and unstable distort, 

as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, 

to their own destruction. " (2 Peter 3:15-

1,)  

tŜǘŜǊ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

difficult to understand, and that they are often 

ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘŜŘΦ .ǳǘ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǉǳŀǘŜǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

scripture. Peter tells his readers that they should 

ŀŘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ 

and strive to understand what Paul is saying so as 

to avoid doctrinal error. 

bŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊǎ 

Often time Paul is perceived by modern 

biblical scholars as having developed a different 

theology than the other apostles or even Christ 

himself. For this reason he is often considered the 

άǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊέ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΦ {ǳŎƘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ 

would have been considered a great insult to Paul. 

Throughout his epistles he affirms that the gospel 

he teaches is the same gospel taught by Christ and 

the apostles. In Galatians 1 he shows that his 

message has been confirmed by the apostles. 

Finally, Peter himself confirms the inspiration of 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ 

{ǳŎƘ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿƻ 

misunderstandings: 

1. Missing the Theme 

The development of the major themes in 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘƛŀΦ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ 

perceived by many readers as a harsh legalist 

enforcing a difficult morality upon the church. To 

see Paul in this way is to miss the fact that the 

ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛǎ άƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 

ŦŀƛǘƘέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ƭŜƎŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

impose strict moral codes as a means to salvation. 

This misunderstanding comes from those who 

ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

homosexualiǘȅ ƻǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ 
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that a wife should submit to her husband. In both 

of these examples, the reader has missed both the 

immediate context and the overall theme of his 

letter. 

2. The Occasional Nature of the Epistles 

The Pauline epistles are letters written to 

specific people in specific situations. The epistles 

are addressing their specific concerns and issues. 

Paul is not writing a theological textbook or 

expounding a systematic teaching of doctrine. 

²ƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻoking in on 

private correspondence. It is like listening to only 

one side of a telephone conversation and not 

knowing who is on the other side.  

tŀǳƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻǊ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

items from his letters relate to specific 

controversies facing his readers. Often he glosses 

over important subjects because he has already 

taught them about these topics and they 

understand it well. Other times he dwells on 

relatively minor points because these are areas of 

debate within that church.  

Therefore one cannot assume that the 

ŜǇƛǎǘƭŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΦ Lƴ 

ŦŀŎǘΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ !Ŏǘǎ 

Ƴŀȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

gospel than the epistles. If that is the case, we find 

ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǇŀǊŀƭlel the teachings 

of Peter, Stephen and others in the New 

Testament church.  

As R. Alan Cole states: 

bƻƴŜ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ όƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

Romans) are theological treatises, 

thought they are profoundly theological 

in content. They were called into being by 

the needs of particular situations; the 

balance and presentation of doctrine is 

therefore what was appropriate in the 

circumstances (Cole). 

Paul is not reinventing Christianity. His 

teaching is very much consistent with that of 

Christ and the apostles. However, his letters do 

allow us to see how the gospel of Christ should be 

applied to certain specific situations. 

The Audience: The Church in Corinth  

The City of Corinth  

Historic & Geographic Background 

Corinth was located at one of the great 

crossroads of the Roman Empire. It was located on 

an isthmus connecting the Peloponnesian 

peninsula with the mainland of Greece. The city 

itself was located at the base of an 1800 foot 

mountain known as the Acrocorinth.  

/ƻǊƛƴǘƘΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǇǊƛƳŜ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ 

city. The isthmus itself is four miles wide at 

Corinth, and ancient traders would pass goods 

ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǘƘƳǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ 

western seaports rather than travel around the 

treacherous peninsula. The ancient writers 

described Corinth as a very wealthy city. 

While Corinth had been an ancient city, it was 

destroyed by the Romans in the 2
nd

 century BC. 

The city that Paul knew as Corinth was founded in 

44 BC by Julius Caesar and populated primarily by 

Roman citizens and retired Roman army 

personnel. In the first century AD, the city was one 

of the most populous in the Empire, with an 

estimated 400,000 people.  The city served as the 

capitol of the Roman province of Achaia, which 

encompassed most of the southern part of 

modern day Greece. 
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The city's main tourist attraction was the 

temple to Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love. 

The temple itself was a spectacular piece of 

architecture with giant and aptly named 

Corinthian columns. But most of the visitors to 

Corinth were not exactly people who appreciated 

fine architecture. The temple of Aphrodite housed 

one thousand temple prostitutes. The worship of 

the goddess of love would involve participating in 

sexual acts with a temple prostitute. 

As a result of this, the city of Corinth was 

renowned throughout the empire for its sexual 

practices, its prostitution, and its "sinful" 

reputation. In those days, if you wanted to malign 

a young woman's reputation, you would call her a 

"Corinthian girl. (Lowery 505) "  

Philosophical & Spiritual Background 

Corinth was also the crossroads of many 

philosophical and religious ideas. Like most Greek 

cities, the Corinthians had a great love of 

philosophy and wisdom. The city market place was 

often filled with people discussing the latest 

philosophical idea. There was also a very strong 

Jewish population in the city, which apparently 

had even seen some Greek converts to Judaism.  

The primary Greek philosophy of the time 

believed in the purity of knowledge, wisdom and 

rationale thought. The Greek term for knowledge, 

wisdom and rationality was logos, which is most 

ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘέ όWƻƘƴ 

1:1).  

The physical world was not considered pure. 

To be spiritual, in Greek philosophy, was to 

immerse one's self in pure thought and pursue 

knowledge. Greek anthropology saw human kind 

of consisting of soul and body. The soul is what 

connected with the logos, and was immortal. Te 

body was merely a shell which was part of the 

impure physical world. Death brought the 

freedom of the soul from the imperfection of the 

body and the physical world. 

This philosophy led to one of two extremes. 

Some Greeks lived highly ascetic lifestyles, 

shunning all physical pleasures as not worthy of 

the soul. Other Greeks indulged in every form of 

physical pleasure and Hedonistic lifestyles, for the 

physical was not considered part of the true self, 

and therefore the acts of the body could not 

corrupt the soul. 

This philosophy is well engrained in the 

Corinthian church. Paul repeatedly shows how the 

physical body and the soul are interconnected. 

The resurrection of the body, which was would 

have been so contrary to the Greek understanding 

of the afterlife (Acts 17:32), becomes a major 

focus of this letter. Furthermore, Paul addresses 

the error of both acetic and hedonistic lifestyles in 

this letter. Finally, Paul will repeatedly emphasize 

the priority of the gospel over knowledge and 

wisdom (Hafemann). 

The Church in Corinth  

The Church in Corinth 

Paul came to Corinth in AD 51 as part of his 

second missionary journey (Acts 18). As was his 

pattern, he began by teaching in the Jewish 

synagogue. Most of the Jews rejected Paul and the 

gospel, and eventually Paul was kicked out of the 

synagogue.  Nonetheless, Paul did have several 

Jewish converts, including the leader of the 

synagogue, Sostheness. 

Next door to the synagogue was the house of 

Titus Justus, and there Paul, after getting kicked 

out of the synagogue, started the Corinthian 

church in his house, teaching and training the new 

believers. Paul remained in Corinth for 18 months 

before returning to his home base in Antioch. 

Soon after Paul left, another Christian leader 

named Apollos came and led the Corinthian 

church (Acts 18:27-28). Apollos was a Jew born in 

Alexandria, Egypt. He had become a disciple of 

John the Baptist, and was converted to Christianity 

by Pricilla and Aquila in the city of Ephesus. 

Apollos was an outstanding teacher who 

understood the scripture very well, but also who 

had a charismatic style which captivated the 

Corinthians.  

We aren't sure how long Apollos stayed in 

Corinth. But what we do know is shortly after he 

left things began to fall apart in this new young 
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church. The church began breaking into factions. 

Sexual immorality, so prevalent in their city, 

started showing up in the church. Their worship 

became unruly, wild, chaotic meeting times.  

Occasion for Writing 

Four years after Paul had established the 

church in Corinth, Paul is living in Ephesus as part 

of his third missionary journey (Acts 19). While in 

Ephesus he receives reports from members of the 

church, especially those of the household of Chloe 

(1:11), describing the divisiveness and unruly 

nature of the church. He also receives a letter 

from the church asking him for clarification on 

certain issues (7:1). The book known as 1
st
 

Corinthians is a letter which Paul writes to the 

church in Corinth addressing these issues. 

The First Letter to the Corinthians  

Theme 

First Corinthians is a call for unity within the 

church. This unity is to be manifest in very 

practical ways, including a unified focus on the 

gospel, intolerance for sin within the body, being 

willing to give up our rights for the sake of others, 

and providing for an orderly and safe church 

service. 

Under this theme of unity is a secondary 

theme of the importance of the resurrection and 

the gospel, especially in contrast to human 

knowledge and wisdom. The source of the disunity 

in the church was an arrogance regarding their 

knowledge. Paul refutes their wisdom and calls the 

church to that which he had first taught them, 

namely the gospel. 

Structure  

This letter deals with numerous practical 

topics which are arranged not by a flow of a logical 

argument, but by the source of the issue. Paul had 

received reports from various people in Corinth, 

and he deals with these issues in chapters 1-6. The 

Corinthian church had also sent Paul a letter 

asking for clarification on various issues. These 

issues are dealt with in chapters 7-16.  

Often these various issues are introduced with 

tŀǳƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ άbƻǿΧέ ƻǊ άbƻǿ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎΧέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

key transitional phrases form the basis of the 

outline of the book. Overall there are thirteen 

issues that Paul addresses in this letter, which can 

then be grouped into six major categories: 
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Week 2: Divisiveness  
  1 Corinthians  

April  5, 2009 

Divisions over Leaders and Wisdom (1:10 -2:16)  

The Problem (1:10 -17)  

Paul has received some communication from 

Chloe, who evidently is concerned about 

divisiveness in the church (1:11). The problem was 

not that people disagreed with each other. The 

problem was how that disagreement was handled. 

People started taking up sides and entering into 

factions.  

Paul names these factions by the leaders that 

each side followed. It is not that these leaders 

were the cause of the factions (Ryrie 1823), but 

people had taken up causes which these leaders 

seemed to represent. In fact, Paul in 4:6 says that 

he is using himself and Apollos in a figurative way 

because if he were to mention the real leaders or 

the real issues, he would be giving credence to 

these factions. 

In fact, Paul is aghast that his name would be 

being used for one of the factions, for he did 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ όмΥмоύΦ bƻǊ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ŎƻƳŜ 

with any special cleverness of speech, but only to 

preach the cross of Christ (1:17). 

Divisions Resulted From the Pursuit 
of Wisdom (1:18 -31)  

The Foolishness of God is Wiser than Man (1:18-
25) 

By choosing sides based on human leaders, 

the Corinthians are looking not to the cross of 

Christ, but to the eloquence and wisdom of men. 

The Greeks were attracted to knowledge, rhetoric 

and wisdom, just as the Jews were attracted to 

miraculous signs (1:22). But for all the Greeks 

pursuit of wisdom and knowledge, it never led 

them to God (1:21). So God decided to do 

something the world would consider foolishness. 

He decided to send his Son to die on a cross to 

sŀǾŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ DƻŘ 

through our wisdom, God became foolish to reach 

us. 

To the Jews, the cross is a stumbling block 

(1:23), for the cross is not a miraculous sign of 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

weakness of God is greater than the strength of 

men (1:25). To the Greek, the cross is foolishness 

(1:23), for how wise is it for someone to willingly 

die on a cross? But the wisdom of God is greater 

than the foolishness of men (1:25). But for those 

who are called, for those who believe, the cross is 

the very power of God! (1:24) 

God chooses the Foolish and Weak (1:26-31) 

Paul calls on the Corinthians to think honestly 

about themselves. God has chosen them not 

because they are wise, strong or noble (1:26). God 

chooses the foolish and the weak in order to 

shame the wise (1:27), so that no one is able to 

boast of their own salvation (1:29). Righteousness, 

sanctification and redemption are not obtained 

through wisdom and knowledge as the Greek 

philosophers would have you believe, but through 

Jesus Christ (1:30). 

The Wisdom of God Comes through 
the Spirit (2:1 -16)  

Paul uses the Corinthians own salvation 

experience as evidence that God uses foolish and 

ǿŜŀƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƭƻǉǳŜƴǘ ƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 

wisdom when he preached to them the gospel 

(2:1). All he did was preach Christ crucified (2:2). 

¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

wisdom or rhetoric, for Paul has none of those 
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things (2:4). Instead their faith is based on the 

power of God. 

The gospel Paul preached to the Corinthians 

was full of wisdom, but not the wisdom of the 

world (2:6). The gospel, instead, contains the 

ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ όнΥтύΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΣ ŦƻǊ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƘŀŘΣ ƛǘ 

would have recognized Jesus as the incarnation of 

that wisdom and therefore the world would not 

have crucified him (2:8). 

DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 

God (2:10). So the natural man who does not have 

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit can not 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ όнΥмпύΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ 

know the mind of God. But because believers have 

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, believers have 

the mind of Christ (2:16).  

The Foundation of the Church (3:1 -4:21)  

Christ is the Foundation of the 
Church, Not Men (3:1-23)  

When Paul preached to the Corinthians, he 

was not as eloquent as Apollos would be. But he 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŜƭƻǉǳŜƴŎŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǎ 

unbelievers, the Corinthians did not have the Spirit 

of God indwelling them (3:1). Therefore, he only 

gave them spiritual milk, not solid food (3:2). 

However, their very divisiveness demonstrated 

that even though they had the Spirit of God, they 

ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 

milk that Paul had given them. Their divisiveness 

showed that they were still living according to the 

flesh, not the Spirit (3:3-4). 

Paul recognizes that Apollos may have been 

more eloquent than he, but both he and Apollos 

were merely agents of God (3:5). Paul may have 

planted, and Apollos watered, but God is the one 

who caused the growth (3:6). Both will be 

rewarded according to how faithful they were, and 

even the Corinthians are fellow workers partaking 

ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ όоΥфύΦ 

Paul laid the foundation of the building, and 

Apollos built upon that foundation (3:10). The 

foundation itself is Jesus Christ, and that 

foundation will always remain (3:11). But if 

someone builds on that foundation, if it is built out 

of hay, wood or stubble, the building will not 

remain (3:12-моύΦ {ƻ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ !ǇƻƭƭƻǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

judged only by the quality of their workmanship. If 

what they built lasts, God will reward them (3:14). 

If it does not, they will suffer the loss (3:15). Only 

God, not the Corinthians, can judge the motives of 

Paul or Apollos (4:5). 

The church is the temple of God. When there 

is divisiveness, that is tearing down the church, 

and therefore it is equivalent to tearing down the 

temple of God (3:16-17). 

Therefore, the Corinthians need to quit 

thinking they are so wise (3:18a). It is only when 

we realize our own foolishness that God can, 

through the Holy Spirit, begin to teach us wisdom 

(3:18b). Therefore the Corinthians needed to stop 

boasting in the wisdom of men (3:21), for they 

belong not to Paul or Apollos, but to Christ (3:23). 

Paul Defends His Authority over the 
Corinthians (4:1 -21)  

God will judge tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ όпΥм-7) 

Christian leaders should be regarded only as 

servants of God and stewards of the mystery of 

God (4:1). God will hold those leaders responsible 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ 

(4:2). But it is not the place of the Corinthians to 

ƧǳŘƎŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ όпΥоύΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

motives, only God does (4:4). When the Lord 

comes back, He will bring to light the motives all 

persons, including Paul (4:5). Therefore, the 

Corinthians should not be judging Paul or thinking 

that they are somehow better than he (4:1-6). 

Indeed, the Corinthians have no wisdom except 

what they received from Paul (4:7). 

The Corinthians are not better than the apostles 
(4:8-13) 

The Corinthian believers thought that through 

their pursuit of wisdom, they had obtained the 

kingdom of God already. They had already 
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achieved their glorification, and therefore the 

resurrection of the body was unnecessary (15:12). 

They believed that through the pursuit of 

knowledge and the Greek philosophical idea of 

wisdom, they could achieve the kingdom of 

ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ .ǳǘ tŀǳƭ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜƳ 

that the kingdom of God is not found in words, put 

in power! (4:20). 

The Corinthians think they have already 

obtained the riches of their inheritance and 

already reign as kings in the kingdom (4:8a). Paul, 

in his most sarcastic tone, wishes that he might 

also be able to reign as kings with them, (4:8b) for 

life for him was pretty miserable. But if it were 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

pursuit of wisdom, why was it that the apostles 

had not realized the kingdom (4:9)? Why were the 

apostles suffering persecution, hunger, poverty, 

homelessness (4:11). Why were the apostles being 

executed for their faith if it were possible to 

achieve the kingdom any other way (4:9)? If it 

were possible to be glorified in the present world, 

why had the apostles become, not kings, but the 

scum of the earth and the dregs of all things 

(4:13)? 

Paul warns of His coming (4:14-21) 

Paul tells the Corinthians to not get all high 

and mighty and think that they have transcended 

through their wisdom beyond what he had taught 

them (4:15). Indeed, some were so arrogant in 

ǘƘŜƛǊ άǿƛǎŘƻƳΣέ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

return to defend himself (4:18). But Paul is going 

to return to Corinth, and he will then test to see if 

indeed their wisdom had ushered in the kingdom 

of God (4:19). If the kingdom has been realized, 

ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊΚ όпΥмфō-20). 

The Corinthians have a choice at this point. 

Paul is going to come back to visit them. They can 

choose what that visit will be like. Will Paul be 

coming with a rod of discipline or with love and 

gentleness? (4:21)
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Week 3: Confrontation  
  1 Corinthians  

April 12, 2009  

Divisions over Church Discipline  (5:1 -13)  

The Question (5:1)  

Paul has received a report that there is a man 

in their congregation who is having an illicit affair 

with his step-mother. From what we see here, it 

seems that most everybody in the church knows 

about this incestuous relationship, but that 

nobody seems concerned enough to do anything 

about it. 

¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊǳŘƛǎƘ 

value of Paul on the matter of sexual expression, 

either, for he tells us in verse 1 that pagans 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ōŜhavior. It is a 

repugnant act, and nobody in the church seems to 

be concerned about it. 

This is classic conflict avoidance. The 

Corinthians are afraid to deal with the situation. 

The Corinthians are ignoring blatant sin. 

Answer: Confrontation with humility  
and sorrow (5:2)  

Paul says the Corinthians have not confronted 

this man involved in this incestuous relationship 

because they are proud, or as one translation puts 

it, they are puffed up.  Paul says the Corinthians 

should have been just sick over this situation, 

mourning and grieving about it. But instead they 

are walking around, puffed up, as if there is 

nothing wrong. 

When we go to confront, it should grieve us. I 

should make our heart sick. As we understand the 

seriousness of confronting someone with sin, it 

should cause us to mourn. Confrontation of sin is 

not supposed to be a joyful experience. We should 

never relish the idea of confronting someone with 

his or her sin.  

Instead we need to always confront sin with 

an attitude of humility. We should never confront 

someone thinking we are any better than that 

person, thinking that we are smarter or stronger 

than that person. We must always have the 

ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά.ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀƭƪ LΦέ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

grace, seeking what is best for that person, never 

from a position of power, but always from a 

submissive spirit (Galatians 6:1). 

Answer: Confrontation with the goal 
of restoration (5:3 -5)  

Paul states he has already judged this 

offender, and that they should together with him, 

ŜȄŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ άŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 

ƻƴŜ ǘƻ {ŀǘŀƴΦέ .ǳǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

motivation. Why does Paul kick him out? So that 

άƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ 

Paul is saying that it is time to allow this 

person to face the consequences of their behavior. 

Paul wants the Corinthians to stop being 

codependents and allow this man to face up to the 

consequences of their behavior. They are to turn 

this man over to the pain and destruction that 

Satan will bring to a person who wallows in sin. 

Then, in the midst of his pain and suffering he may 

finally come to their senses and return to Christ. 

Often it is only when someone reaches the end of 

themselves, when life is miserable and empty, that 

a person finally decides to repent. Paul is saying it 

is time to let that happen to this man.  

It may sound harsh, but the goal is always 

restoration. 

Answer: Confrontation before the 
problem spreads (5:6 -8)  

It has always amazed me how that little 

teaspoon of yeast will cause the ingredients in 

your bread to grow and expand. Paul is right when 
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he says a little yeast affects the entire loaf of 

bread.  

The same is true in the church. It just takes a 

little conflict, a little sin before it grows and 

expands. Then this little matter all of a sudden 

affects the whole church. A little leaven leavens 

the whole lump.  

The longer it is not dealt with the more other 

people get involved. Suddenly private matters 

become public matters. Then people begin taking 

up sides and pointing fingers. Soon it seems the 

whole church is involved in a matter which could 

have best been dealt with only a few people. 

Answer: Confrontation is not for 
nonbelievers (5:9 -13)  

Paul says the Corinthians are to kick the 

sinner out of the church and not associate with 

him. But he then makes it clear that he is only 

talking about confrontation with fellow Christians. 

He is not telling us to stop associating with sinful 

ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻ 

ƧǳŘƎŜ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ 

prerogative, not ours.  

If the church were to never associate with 

unbelieving sinners, then we would never have the 

opportunity to show them the love of Jesus. We 

would never have a chance to help them examine 

the claims of Christ. We would never be able to 

fulfill Jesus command for the church to make 

disciples through the entire world. 

As Christians, it is not our job to judge 

ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΦ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻōΦ 

For us, the issue with an unbeliever is not their 

immoral behavior; it is their need for a savior. We 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

standard of morality. Rather than accuse and 

judge non-believers, we need to seek ways to 

ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

Unfortunately, this tends to be just the 

opposite of how we handle things in the church. 

We tend to judge unbelievers and then tolerate 

immorality within the church. Paul says to do just 

the opposite. We should be quick to confront our 

brothers & sisters in Christ and be very tolerant of 

the non-believer.  

When you look at the life of Jesus that is how 

he lived. Jesus dealt most harshly with the 

religious leaders. Jesus reserves his most severe 

judgment for those who professed to be the most 

religious. But then, when he encountered 

prostitutes, the woman at the well, tax collectors 

and sinners, Jesus was tolerant and very non-

judgmental.

 

Divisions and External Litigation (6:1 -11)  

The Question (6:1)  

Here are at least two members of the 

Corinthian church, in the midst of some kind of 

dispute. And now, one of them has taken the 

other to court to sue the other. The conflict has 

blown up to the point where the parties are in 

litigation, being unable to resolve it among 

themselves. The church itself has now been 

dragged into the courtroom as these fellow 

Christians argue over some petty manner. 

The Answer: Do not take our conflicts 
to worldly courts (6:2 -5)  

Paul is incensed that the Corinthians would 

dare take their disputes to court. He gives us a 

couple of reasons why this is wrong.  

First, a worldly court will be using a different 

standard by which it makes its judgments. 

Certainly a judge will try to settle the dispute in a 

fair manner, and will issue a judgment to that 

effect. But his judgment will only be able to affect 

the external. He can only require external 

punishments, such as monetary awards. But he 

can not affect the heart. He can not require 

reconciliation between the parties. There maybe a 
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fair result, but the parties will still likely hate each 

other.  

Within the church, our goal is not just to seek 

a fair judgment. Our goal should be for 

reconciliation between the parties. A dispute 

within the church should seek changes in the 

heart, where both parties can love one another. If 

we have decided to take a dispute to court, we are 

saying at that point that we just want what we 

think we deserve and we have given up on 

reconciliation (6:7) 

Secondly, Paul says it is wrong to take our 

disputes to a worldly court because we need the 

practice (6:2-5). As Christians, in the new heaven 

and new earth to come, we will become judges 

and magistrates of the heavenly beings.  

If there is no sin in the next world, what kind 

ƻŦ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ōŜ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎΚ ¢ƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ 

on this point. But I think this comes from a general 

misunderstanding about heaven. We will not be 

just sitting around on clouds strumming harps. We 

will have responsibilities in the next life. We will 

ƘŀǾŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ƛŦ 

ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǘǘȅ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ 

world we live in, how do we think we will be able 

to serve as judges in heaven? 

The answer: Be willing to give up our 
rights (6:6 -8)  

Sometimes we may win the battle, but still 

lose the war. When we are too stubborn to give up 

our rights, when we are so focused on winning the 

argument rather than reconciliation with our 

brother or sister in Christ, we have become selfish, 

vengeful, and arrogant. It is more important to be 

reconciled with someone than it is to win the 

dispute. 

We may be in the right. We may be entitled to 

whatever we are fighting over. But if we win the 

dispute but loose our relationship with a brother 

or sister in Christ, we have lost the war while 

winning the battle.  

Are you willing to give up your rights so that 

you can be reconciled? Jesus did. He gave up his 

right as the son of God, became a man, and died 

on the cross, so that we could be reconciled to 

him. Jesus had every right to stay in heaven and 

avoid the public humiliation, the lack of respect, 

the pain and suffering he faced. But to him, 

reconciliation was more important than his rights.
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Week 4: Sexual Immorality  
   

1 Corinthians  
April 19, 2009  

Regarding Prostitution (6:12 -20)  

The Issue (6:16)  

The Corinthians had taken the freedom we 

have in Christ too far and had been engaging in 

sexual acts with prostitutes (6:16). The Greeks, in 

their philosophy, saw the soul as spiritual and 

pure, while the physical body was impure and not 

connected to a person's true self. Therefore, one 

could participate in sexual immorality with the 

body without it polluting the soul. 

Response: Our Freedom Can Lead to 
Slavery (6:12)  

Paul responds to this wrong thinking by 

reminding the Corinthians, that just because they 

ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ 

everything benefits us (6:12). Indeed, some 

activities may seem like an exercise in freedom, 

but it ends up enslaving us.  

Response: Our Bodies are a Temple 
of the Holy Spirit (6:13 -20)  

Paul shows that there is a connection 

between the body and the soul. Yes, God will do 

away with the stomach and food in the 

resurrected body, but that does not give us an 

excuse to use our body for immoral acts (6:13). 

Paul is probably using stomach and food as a 

euphemism for sexual organs and sexual acts. We 

know that we will be able to eat with our 

resurrected bodies, for Jesus ate in his resurrected 

state, and there will be feasts in the new earth. 

Furthermore, Jesus tells us that there will not be 

marriage in the new earth, suggesting that there 

will not be sex in the new earth (Luke 20:35).  

Indeed, our physical bodies are for the Lord, 

and the Lord is for the body. In other words, 

within Christianity, our real selves are not separate 

from the body, but intricately connected with the 

body.  

As evidence for the connection to our bodies, 

Paul ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōƻŘȅ 

from the dead in the resurrection and that God 

will raise our physical bodies from the dead as well 

όсΥмпύΦ hǳǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅΦ 

Therefore, if our bodies are connected with 

Christ, how dare we use our bodies to connect 

with prostitutes? In so doing, we are connecting 

the prostitute with Christ (6:15). When we engage 

in sexual immorality we are sinning against our 

bodies, and because our bodies are intertwined 

with our soul, we are sinning against ourselves and 

Christ (6:16-17). 

Indeed, our bodies are not just impure shells 

which will be shed after death. Indeed, our bodies 

are a temple of the Holy Spirit (6:19). God has 

bought our bodies with a price so that he might 

transform our physical bodies into something 

glorious through the resurrection. Therefore, we 

should flee immorality (6:18) and seek instead to 

glorify God with our bodies (6:20). 

Regarding Sexual Relations in Marriage (7:1 -24)  

The Issue: Abstinence (7:1)  

While some Corinthians were involved in 

prostitution, others had taken the opposite 

extreme and were abstaining from sexual relations 

even within marriage. This issue needed 

clarification, so the Corinthians included the issue 

in a letter they wrote to Paul, asking him to 
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ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳΣ άƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƴƻǘ 

ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΦέ όтΥмύΦ 

2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȡ $ÏÎȭÔ $ÅÐÒÉÖÅ /ÎÅ ÎÏÔÈÅÒ 
(7:2 -5)  

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 

husbands and wives to have sex. In fact, married 

partners are not to abstain from sexual activity, 

except for brief periods of time so that they can 

devote themselves from prayer (i.e. a sort of 

άǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŦŀǎǘƛƴƎέύΦ .ǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

period of time, husbands and wives should come 

back together again. 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǾŜǎ 

deprive each other, it opens the door for Satan to 

tempt us with sexual sins (7:5). In fact, Paul states 

that one of the primary reasons for marriage is to 

avoid sexual immorality (7:2) 

ReÓÐÏÎÓÅȡ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ /ÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
Sexuality and Marriage (7:6 -9)  

Paul understands that marriage is given by 

God and that sex within marriage is appropriate. 

However, if it was left to him, he would just as 

soon have everyone single (7:6-7). In fact, he 

recommends that the unmarried and the widow 

not get married, just as he is unmarried (7:8). 

However, to be single is a gift from God (7:7b), and 

ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƴƎƭŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

to get married than to be overcome with sexual 

temptations (7:9). 

2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȡ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ #ÏÍÍÁÎÄ 
about Divorce (7:10 -16)  

The General Rule: No Divorce (7:10-11) 

While Paul may have his opinions about being 

single, his instructions regarding divorce are not 

his opinion, but a command from the Lord Jesus. 

The command is simple. There is to be no divorce 

(7:10-11). If a wife does leave, she must remain 

unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. This 

instruction to the wife may be interpreted to allow 

for a woman who is in an abusive situation to 

separate from her husband for her own safety. But 

she is not to remarry in such a case. No such 

option is given to the husband. He is not allowed 

to divorce at all. 

An Exception to the General Rule: Believers 
Married to Unbelievers (7:12-16) 

However, the no divorce rule has exceptions. 

Jesus himself gave an exception for sexual 

immorality (Matthew 19:9). Paul provides a 

second exception which deals a situation which 

WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ όтΥмнŀύΤ ƴŀƳŜƭȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 

situation where a Christian is married to a non-

Christian. 

Paul states that as long as the non-Christian 

wants to remain married to the Christian, they are 

to remain married (7:12-13). However, if the non-

Christian leaves, the Christian is to let them and 

should not pursue reconciliation (7:15).  

As long as the Christian remains in this mixed 

ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ άǎŀƴŎǘƛŦȅέ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ 

(7:14). That is to say, the marriage is pure and holy 

ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōƻǊƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 

of such a marriage are not to be considered 

unclean, but holy. This does not mean that the 

ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ άǎŀǾŜŘΣέ 

but that there is nothing sinful about the marriage 

or the fruit of the marriage. 

However, if the unbeliever leaves, the 

believing spouse should not pursue reconciliation 

with some notion that their spouse will someday 

become a Christian. There is no way of knowing 

that if the marriage continued that the spouse 

would ever be saved (7:16). 

Response: Remain in your current 
condition (7:17 -24)  

Often when someone converts to Christianity, 

they seek to make drastic changes to their life 

situations. Paul has just addressed one of those 

situations by telling new converts to remain 

married even if it is to an unbeliever. Now Paul 

calls on new converts not to make any other 

drastic changes to their circumstances. If they 

were slaves, it is okay to remain a slave; although 

it is also okay to seek freedom. If a new convert is 

married, stay married. If a new convert is 

unmarried, stay unmarried.  
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The basic principle Paul is making is in 7:24. 

After conversion to Christianity, each one is to 

remain in the same life circumstances. There is no 

need to make dramatic changes right away. 

Regarding Virgins (7:25 -40)  

0ÁÕÌȭÓ /ÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÓ ɉχȡςυ-
31)  

Paul now addresses singleness and marriage, 

reiterating that this is not a command of the 

[ƻǊŘΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

apostle of the Lord (7:25). His reiterates his basic 

principle that we should remain in our current 

situation after converting to Christianity (7:26). 

The married are to remain married (7:27a). If you 

ŀǊŜ ǳƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǿƛŦŜ όтΥнтōύΦ .ǳǘ 

if you do decide to marry, it is not a sin (7:28a). 

Instead, Paul is just trying to spare you from 

additional burdens and troubles in this life (7:28b).  

Paul knows that times of persecution will be 

soon upon the church in Corinth and throughout 

the Roman Empire (7:29). In such times, being 

married and having a family can be especially 

sorrowful (7:30-31). This is reminiscent of Jesus 

woe towards pregnant women and nursing moms 

during the time of the Great Tribulation (Matthew 

24:19). In times of persecution, those with families 

will suffer the most. In those circumstances, those 

who remain single will be better able to endure 

because their concerns will not be divided 

between their devotion to God and their devotion 

to their family (7:32-34). 

.ǳǘ tŀǳƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

marriage (7:35). He is just trying to help them in 

light of the struggles to come. 

Instructions for Giving a Daughter in 
Marriage (7:3 6-38)  

Finally, fathers should not think that they are 

doing something inappropriate by allowing his 

unmarried daughter to get married (7:36). If a 

father, however, decides to not give his daughter 

in marriage, for the aforementioned reasons, that 

is okay as well (7:37). Either option is appropriate 

(7:38), although Paul would prefer that she remain 

unmarried (7:38b). 

Instructions for Widows (7:39 -40)  

¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛŘƻǿǎΦ LŦ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ 

husband has died, she is free to marry other 

believers (7:39). HoweveǊΣ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ǎƘŜΩŘ 

do better if she remained single (7:40). While it 

Ƴŀȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

count for something, for he does have the Spirit of 

God (7:40). 
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Weeks  5 & 6: Christian Liberty  
 
  1 Corinthians  

April 26 & May 3, 2009  

The Question (8:1)  

Corinth was a very pagan city. The chief 

tourist attraction in the town was the temple to 

the Greek goddess of love, Aphrodite. It was 

common practice to offer animals and grain as a 

sacrifice to the gods. The temple priests would use 

some of this offering for themselves, and some 

they would sell in the public market. As a result, 

the best place in town to buy a steak was in the 

temple marketplace (Stedman). 

The Corinthians asked Paul in their letter to 

him if they could eat the food that had been 

sacrificed to an idol? Can they shop at the temple 

marketplace? What should they do if a friend 

serves meat that came from the temple 

marketplace? 

On the one hand there were people in the 

Corinthian church who believed that you should 

never eat food sacrificed to idols. If you shop at 

the marketplace you are going back to paganism. 

If you eat the food, it is the same as worshipping 

an idol. 

On the other hand there were people in 

Corinth who said it was okay to eat food sacrificed 

to idols. Their argument was that there is only one 

DƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƎŀƴ ƎƻŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄƛǎǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ 

sacrifice to them has no mystical or magical 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ȅƻǳΦ Dƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 

eat. 

Answer: Could it Cause Fellow Christians to stumble (8:1 -13)? 

Paul answers that from a logical, rational, 

knowledge based approach, the Corinthians have 

a right to eat this idol food (8:4). But he goes on to 

ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 

interest not to exercise your rights.  

Love is more important tha n 
knowledge  (8:1 -3)  

Paul begins the passage with some general 

statements about knowledge. Knowledge, he says, 

has a tendency to puff a person up. Knowledge 

can create arrogance in a person. Paul states that 

love is a far greater virtue than knowledge. Instead 

of boasting in our knowledge, we should be 

building each other up in love. 

In Corinth, those who had rational, logical 

arguments as to why is was okay to eat food 

sacrificed to idols, were arrogantly putting down 

those who disagreed with them. But this betrayed 

a lack of love. For Paul, love is more important 

than knowledge. 

0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
important than knowledge (8:4 -13)  

Paul affirms the logic of those with the 

freedom to eat food offered to idols. There is only 

one God (8:4), and even if there were other gods, 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ 

Lord and Father who created all (8:5). Therefore, it 

is a rational argument that food sacrificed to these 

non-existent entities really has no adverse effect 

on the food.  

However, Paul goes on to say that not 

everybody knows this (8:7). There were some 

people in the Corinthian church who came out of a 

ǇŀƎŀƴ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΤ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ άǎǘƛƭƭ 

ǎƻ ŀŎŎǳǎǘƻƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘƻƭǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜŘ 

to pagan gods causes a real problem to them. To 

ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

matter. It takes them to a part of their life which 

they forsake when the converted to Christianity. 

Eating that food, based on their background, could 

cause them to stumble.  
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If this weak Corinthian were to see some 

other person from the church eating a big steak 

outside the temple, because of were he has come 

from, because of his background, he might be 

tempted to not just eat a steak, but go back to the 

worship of the idol. Paul is saying, that because of 

the background and weakness of this brother, it is 

better not to eat idol food, no matter how logical 

ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

background rather than our own logic. 

We must never let our knowledge cause a 

person to stumble (8:13). 

Answer: Will it hinder the Gospel (9:1 -24)? 

Give up your rights regardless of 
your position of authority (9:1 -13)  

After Paul finishes the discussion regarding 

food sacrificed to idols, he shows how this 

principle of giving up rights has applied to his own 

life. He shows us how he has forgone his own 

rights as an apostle and teacher (9:1-3). Paul 

reminds the Corinthians that he is man with 

authority. He is an apostle. He has seen Jesus. He 

was the founder of their church.  

As a result, Paul has certain rights. Paul has 

the right to have a wife travel with him, just like all 

the other apostles (9:5). He has a right not to have 

to have a second job just to make ends meet. He 

has a right to expect the Corinthians and other 

churches pay his salary (9:6-11).  

But Paul has voluntarily given up these rights. 

He did not want the exercise of these rights to 

serve as a hindrance to the preaching of the 

gospel (9:12). If eating meat, or having a wife with 

him, or taking a salary for his work would serve as 

a hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel, 

that was sufficient reason for Paul to give up his 

rights. 

There is a phrase that ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳǎŜΥ άǿƛǘƘ 

Ǌŀƴƪ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜΦέ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 

willing to give up that privilege regardless of our 

rank. Paul is concerned that his right to be 

supported by the church might hinder the gospel. 

So he would rather support himself, would rather 

work a second job, would rather not take a wife. 

The cost of giving up your rights 
(9:14 -18)  

tŀǳƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

feel sorry for him and send him cash (9:15). But he 

sees the privilege of being able to share the gospel 

as a greater than the rights he has given up (9:16-

17). The ministry of the gospel was more valuable 

ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǇΦ  

tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 

given up (9:16-муύΦ IŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 

ministry as a preacher. Rather, he says, that he is 

driven, compelled, to preach. That is nothing to be 

proud of. Instead, he is so glad that the gospel will 

not be impeded by his rights, that he characterizes 

it as a reward or a prize.  

Be Flexible for the Sake of the Gospel 
(9:19 -27)  

Paul says, for the sake of communicating the 

teachings of Jesus, he is willing to become 

whatever he needs to be. He will give up his rights, 

become a slave to that person if it helps 

communicate the gospel (9:19). If he needs to act 

like a Jew to win the Jew, he will (9:20). If he needs 

to act like a Gentile to win the Gentile, he will 

(9:21). Whatever it takes, his rights are not as 

important to him as communicating Jesus to 

others. His rights are not as important as helping a 

fellow Christian to deal with their weaknesses. 

For Paul, the gospel is all that matters. He will 

do anything, anytime, anywhere, short of sinning, 

in order to preach the gospel. This is the race he is 

running, and he is running to win the prize (9:24-

27). 

Are we willing to be this focused on the 

message of Christ? Are we willing to be this 

flexible? 
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Answer: Is it Beneficial to me (10:1 -11:1)?  

Could my freedom tempt me to fall 
(10:1 -13)  

The Example of the Israelites (10:1-5) 

Paul reminds the Corinthians of the story of 

the Israelites rescue from slavery in Egypt. God 

revealed himself in a tangible way to the Israelites, 

guiding them through the wilderness manifested 

as a cloud before them. God showed them his 

power by drying up the Red Sea. God showed 

them his provision by feeding them while in the 

wilderness, manna and quail, and providing water 

in the middle of a desert. 

The Israelites experienced God. They saw him 

do mighty works in their midst. His protection, his 

provision, and his power were miraculously 

evident to them. And yet, most of them rejected 

God. They fell into idolatry, choosing to worship 

other gods. They fell into immorality, performing 

all sorts of evil acts. They tested God, trying God's 

patience. They grumbled, not being satisfied with 

the quality of God's miraculous provision. 

Have Others Failed While Using This Freedom 
(10:6-12)? 

The Israelites serve for us today a negative 

example (10:6). These people, who experienced 

God in a real, tangible way, seeing him work in 

their midst, fell. Do we think we are any better 

than they? Do we think that if only we can 

experience God, see him work in our midst, 

understand his power in our lives, that we are 

therefore impervious to temptation and sin? The 

Israelites weren't impervious.  

As we think about what my freedoms are, 

what my rights are, we need to ask, have others 

fallen into temptation through this freedom? We 

must be careful and not think ourselves better 

than others, or we too will fall (10:12) 

There is a way out (10:13) 

If we do find ourselves in a place where we 

have fallen into temptation, Paul gives us a 

promise. If you are in the midst of temptation, you 

can get out. You don't have to go through with the 

temptation. There is a way of escape. God has 

given you an out. 

Paul is saying; don't think you are ever too 

spiritual to fall. If you know that your freedom 

might send you down the road to sin, don't even 

get on that road. But, thankfully, if we do find 

ourselves heading down the road to sin, God has 

provides exit ramps to get off that road. 

Could my freedom lead me to idol -
worship (10:14 -22)? 

Flee Idolatry (10:14-20) 

Paul knew that for some people, the eating of 

meat sacrificed to idols might tempt them to fall 

back into the worship of pagan gods. So his 

warning in verse 14 is clear. It is a warning not 

about eating meat, but a warning to flee any 

situation that might lead into idol-worship. If 

eating food sacrificed to idols might lead you to 

worship someone or something other than God, 

then run from it. Give up that freedom. It is not 

helpful or beneficial. 

Is my freedom leading me to another master 
(10:21-22)? 

Don't be deceived. You can not serve two 

masters. Do you find your mind dwelling on your 

freedom rather than on God? Then your freedom 

is leading you to another master. If you aren't 

worshiping God, you are really worshipping 

demons. 

Another way to ask the question is, would 

God be jealous of the time and energy I'm giving 

to my freedom (10:22). Does your freedom 

consume you so much that God is jealous? Jealous 

of your time, jealous of your attention, jealous of 

your energy, jealous of your money? 

Is my freedom Beneficial (10:23 -30)? 

Is it Beneficial to me (10:23)? 

Paul add one more answer to the question of 

whether or not to eat meat sacrificed to idols, or 
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any other issue of Christian freedom. Will the 

exercise of this freedom be beneficial to me 

(10:23)? If, when exercising our right, it doesn't 

help us or help others, if it isn't beneficial to us or 

beneficial to others, if the exercise our right isn't 

ϦǇǊƻŦƛǘŀōƭŜΣϦ ƻǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘϥ ϦŜŘƛŦȅΣϦ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

the prudence not to practice our rights.  

¢ƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άŀƳ L ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ 

to do such and such? How far can I go before this 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ǎƛƴΚέ .ǳǘ the 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ōŜ άƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΚ Lǎ ƛǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭΚέ 

Is it Beneficial to others (10:24-30)? 

When we are judging whether our freedom is 

beneficial and helpful, we can't just ask if it is 

beneficial or helpful to us. We need to ask is it 

beneficial or helpful to those around me? To 

determine this, first we need ask if our freedom 

might violate the conscious of those around me 

(10:27-29)?  When we are aware of an issue, let's 

be careful not to give offense (10:32)  

Does my freedom glor ify God (10:31 -
11:1)? 

As human beings the most beneficial, the 

most profitable thing we can do is to glorify God. 

Paul is telling us, no matter what you do, not 

matter if you eat or drink, glorify God (10:31).  

Glorifying God, or worshiping God, is more 

than what we do on Sunday morning when we 

sing songs to Him. Glorifying God is an attitude we 

have every hour of every day. It is giving God the 

credit for all that we experience. It is showing 

others the reality of God in every day life. 

We can enjoy all things (10:25-26) 

We can glorify God with whatever we do, 

because everything was created by, is sustained 

through, and belongs to God. All things belong to 

God, be it music, food, technology, art; it is all his. 

Even things that people have sacrificed or offered 

in opposition to God still belong to Him. Therefore, 

we have the freedom to enjoy all things, and in 

that freedom we can glorify God by recognizing 

that all things are created by, sustained through 

and belong to Him. 

Be Thankful for all things (10:30) 

When we recognize that, it should create 

within us a thankful heart. If we are thankful to 

God, communicate our appreciation to Him for all 

the great things in life, we give glory to Him. How 

can people criticize your freedom if you are giving 

glory to God? We glorify Him by thanking Him for 

the gifts He has provided us. 
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Week 7: Disruption in the Church  
  

1 Corinthians  
May 10, 2009  

Regarding Head Coverings (11:2 -16)

The Situation (11:2)  

The Issue 

Paul moves to a new topic beginning in verse 

2 of chapter 11; namely, the wearing of head 

coverings when a woman is praying or 

prophesying in church. It seems there were 

women who were ministering publicly in the 

Corinthian church without wearing a veil, and this 

causes great concern for Paul. Today, this would 

hardly be an issue, as very few women cover their 

heads in church today. Why does Paul make such a 

big deal of this issue? Or perhaps we should be 

ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ the church today make a big 

deal about this issue? 

Background 

To understand this issue, we need to begin 

with a look at the cultural background. 

In the 1
st
 century Greek culture, all dignified 

women covered their heads with veils 

everywhere, not just in church. A woman would 

wear a veil in the marketplace, church, or 

anywhere where they would be seen in public. The 

only women who would not wear a veil would be 

women who were not under the protection and 

authority of a man.  

In 1
st
 century, women did not have the right 

or the means to work, own property, or live on 

their own. The culture required that women live 

under the authority or protection of a man, be it 

her father or her husband. A woman without a 

father or husband would have needed to be 

άŀŘƻǇǘŜŘέ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

unable, under the traditions of the day, to survive.  

The only other option for such a woman 

would be to make a living through prostitution. In 

this culture, only prostitutes would not have worn 

a veil or any head covering. So to not wear a veil in 

the Corinthian church would be equivalent to 

wearing the attire of a prostitute to church. 

Paul is not, however, concerned here about 

ƳƻŘŜǎǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǊŜΦ IŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

the attitude that goes with this. Not wearing a veil 

ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ŀƴ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘΦ 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƳŀƴΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦέ 

In the first century, the church had liberated 

women from their subservient role. Jesus had 

treated women as equals, teaching them, 

ministering to them, and being ministered to by 

them. Paul passed on this teaching of equality in 

Christ. In Galatians 3:28 Paul states that in Christ 

there is neither male or female. Within the church 

women found a freedom far greater than the 

culture around them. 

But some women in Corinth took this freedom 

too far. In their newly found independence they 

were dishonoring their husbands by going without 

head coverings, acting as if they no longer needed 

a husband and could support themselves. Paul 

finds this attitude of independence inappropriate 

within the church.   

Headship Principles (11:3 -12)  

Headship Invovles Authority (11:3) 

Paul is reminding them to hold on to the 

traditions he delivered to them. But more than 

mindlessly following the traditions, he wants them 

to understand the theology behind these 

traditions (11:2). Paul outlines a hierarchy in the 

universe. God is the head of Christ. Christ is the 

head of every man. Man is the head of a woman 

(11:3). 
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This is not a statement of value or equality. 

There is no doubt that Christ is equal with God, 

but God nonetheless has the leadership 

responsibility in the relationship. Likewise, woman 

is equal with man, but there are different 

leadership responsibilities.  

Headship Involves Glory (11:4-7) 

Because of this hierarchy, Paul says a man 

disgraces his head if he has his head covered while 

praying or prophesying (11:4).Likewise, a woman 

disgraces herself if she has her head uncovered 

while praying or prophesying (11:5). Paul goes on 

to say a woman whose head is uncovered is like a 

woman who has shaved her head (11:5-6), which 

it is presumed would also be disgraceful. Indeed, 

nature itself tells us that women should have long 

hair and have it covered (11:15), just as men 

should have short hair and not wear hats while 

praying and prophesying (11:14). 

Therefore a man should not cover his head, 

for He is the image and glory of God (11:7). 

Likewise, a woman is the image and glory of a man 

(11:7). This does not mean that women do not 

bear the image of God. Genesis 1 clearly teaches 

that the image of God is most fully exhibited in the 

male and female together. Paul is using this as a 

ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ŀ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

well or poorly on her husband. 

aŀƴ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ 

praised and honored and glorified as His image is 

revealed in man. Just as our children, bearing our 

image, make us proud when they do something 

well, so the Father is proud and brings glory to us 

when we do well and exhibit his image. 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 

husband is praised and honored through the 

image of his wife. As he sees her ministering well 

within the body of Christ, the husband is glorified. 

In other words, a godly woman bring praise to her 

husband. 

Christ demonstrated the headship of the 

Father in the garden of Gethesemene when, on 

the night before his death, he prays to the Father, 

άƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛƭƭΣ ōǳȅ ȅƻǳǊǎΣ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ ό[ǳƪŜ ннΥпнύΦ 

The Son obeyed the Father even when he would 

have rather not. But this is not merely a power trip 

for the Father. In return, the Father responded by 

bringing glory to the Son, exalting Him in heaven 

and on earth (Philippians 2:9-11). 

Likewise, Christ demonstrated his headship 

over the church by giving himself up for her and 

dying for her (Ephesians 5:25-27) so that he might 

glorify her and present her as perfect. In response 

the church is obedient to Christ, doing his will 

(Ephesians 5:24). 

Headship Involves Mutual Dependency (11:8-12) 

Paul shows the hierarchy of male leadership is 

rooted not in Greek or Jewish traditions, but in the 

order of creation (11:8-9). But lest we think this 

hierarchy somehow makes men more important 

or have more value, Paul reminds men that that 

they ought not forge that while woman originated 

from man (speaking of Eve), all men originated 

from a woman when they were born, and we are 

not independent of each other (11:11). 

Furthermore, all people, men and women, 

originate from God, and therefore are under his 

authority (11:12). 

Ultimately what Paul is teaching is that we 

need each other. The women within the 

Corinthian church were acting as if they no longer 

needed their husbands. Paul is reminding them 

that they do indeed need their husband, and also, 

by the way, husbands need their wives. We are 

not to live as if we did not need each other. 

 

Application (11:13 -16)  

Symbols of Headship are Appropriate (11:10, 13-
16) 

In our culture today, women do not wear veils 

in the marketplace, or when going about their 

daily activities. Head coverings do not 

communicate, today, whether or not a woman is 

under the protection and authority of a man. 

Furthermore, women have rights today which 

allow a woman not to have to resort to 

prostitution if they are not under the authority of 

a man.  
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Therefore, when looking for the timeless 

principle, we do not share similar circumstances, 

meaning this is probably not a moral absolute. But 

that does not mean that this is an obsolete 

situation. There are universal principles and 

normative patterns for us to explore in this 

passage. 

Furthermore, there is a normative pattern 

that we can apply in our culture. While a lack of 

head covering no longer the sign of a prostitute, 

there are forms of dress which would be the sign 

of a prostitute. A woman who dresses like a 

ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 

hierarchy in the world and is demonstrating an 

independence from man and from God himself. 

Beyond that women should seek to 

demonstrate their dependency on their husbands 

and thereby give glory to her husband. This could 

be the wearing of modest dress, wearing a 

wedding ring, showing affection for her husband, 

or even showing physical affection for her 

husband. 

Attitudes are Important 

But it is not just the symbol that is important. 

The attitude of dependency needs to there as 

well. We must remember the principle of headship 

involves mutual dependency, and bringing glory to 

one another. This attitude applies not just for 

married women, but for all of us. 

For the married woman, remember, you need 

your husband, and how you act and what you 

wear can bring honor or dishonor to your 

husband. Are you willing to place yourself in 

dependency to your husband, first in your heart 

and then in your attire as well? 

For the single woman, remember that Christ is 

your head, and your adornment and your attitude 

reflect on Him as well. For older single women, 

Paul would have you exhibit this dependency and 

show younger women through your example 

(Titus 2:3-4). Younger women who are seeking a 

husband should remember that if you want a 

godly husband, then you should dress and act like 

a godly woman. 

For married men, remember you are not 

independent of your wife. You need her in your 

life. Furthermore, while you have leadership 

responsibilities in the home, you are not to be 

dictator. Remember that you are in submission to 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ IƛƳ ƛƴ 

Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

instructions to women here are for them to 

demonstrate their dependency while they are 

praying and prophesying. Therefore Paul clearly 

teaches that women should have freedom to 

minister within the church. As a husband, you are 

to allow and encourage your wife to exercise her 

spiritual gifting in the church. In so doing she will 

bring you honor. 

The issue is not whether or not to wear hats 

in church. The issue is if we are willing to show our 

submission and dependency on one another. Veils 

and head coverings are merely external symbols of 

this attitude. In all we do, we must remember that 

άƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƛǎ not independent of man 

ƴƻǊ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŀƴΦέ 

2ÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÅÒ ɉρρȡρχ-34)  

The Situtation (11:17-22) 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎΩ ŘƛǾƛǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ 

just their interpersonal relationships, but had also 

affected their church meetings (11:18). When they 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 

Supper, people would cut in line and eat and drink 

so much that they would get drunk on the wine, 

while others went without food (11:20-21). Paul is 

appalled at this behavior (11:23), and uses this 

issue as an opportunity to teach on the right 

celebration of communion. 

The Theology (11:23-26) 

Paul begins this teaching by reminding them 

of the historic roots of the celebration, going back 

to the night Jesus was betrayed (11:24). He 

reminds them that this is a celebration which 

ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǳƴǘƛƭ IŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ 

back (11:26).  



Page 32 Spring 2009 1 Corinthians 

© 2009 Ken Carson 

The Application 

He follows with a warning. If you eat or drink 

in an unworthy manner, you may face discipline, 

even unto death (11:27, 30). Therefore, it is 

appropriate to examine oneself and determine 

ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ όммΥнуύΦ 

Unfortunately, some have taken this 

άŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 

confessional rather than a celebration. The 

examination that Paul is dealing with here is 

merely asking what our purpose in coming to 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΦ !ǊŜ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 

death until He comes, or are we using it to 

selfishly indulge ourselves in food and drink? 

We need to ask ourselves why we come to 

participate in the LƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ 

we come to church? Is it to remember and to 

ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

satisfy a need? Do we come to church to feel 

blessed and be fed spiritually, to take what the 

church offers, or is it to remember and proclaim 

the salvation offered by Jesus through His death? 

The church itself often promotes a consumer 

mentality by making the church entertaining, 

accessible, and preaching sermons that meet felt 

needs. But the church is not primarily about 

making us feel better, giving us a blessing, or even 

improving our lives and making us better people. 

The church is about remembering and proclaiming 

the Jesus death! 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘƛƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ: when 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŀƛǘ 

upon each other and not use it as an occasion to 

satisfy our hunger (11:33-34). So ask yourself, why 

did you come to church today? Why will you be 

taking communion? If it is for any other reason but 

to proclaim and remember His salvation, you 

invite the judgment of God. Instead, just eat at 

home. 
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Week 8: Spiritual Gifting  
 Part I  
1 Corinthians  
May 17, 2009 

Paul now moves to the next issue: spiritual 

gifts and in particular, speaking in tongues. 

Evidently, the Corinthians had come to believe 

that the best spiritual gift was speaking in tongues, 

and that the exhibition of this gift demonstrated a 

superior spirituality. The Corinthians had turned 

what was supposed to be a gift for the benefit of 

the body of Christ and made it a litmus test for 

spiritual achievement. 

The Source of Spiritual Gifts (12:1 -11)  

Every Believer Has the Spirit (12:1 -3)  

In 10:20-21 Paul reminds us that false religion 

is equivalent to worshipping demons. So before 

the Corinthians were believers, however they 

were led into idol worship, it was not the leading 

of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, no one who has the 

Holy Spirit would ever say that Jesus is cursed. 

Likewise only people who have the Holy Spirit 

can say that Jesus is Lord. In other words, 

everyone who believes in Jesus has the Spirit of 

God within them. That is, every believer is 

indwelled in the Holy Spirit, for it is impossible to 

confess Jesus as Lord without the Holy Spirit. 

This means, if you are a believer, you have the 

Holy Spirit. There is no post conversion experience 

whereby one receives the Holy Spirit. The 

evidence of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is your 

confession of faith. 

If, then every believer has the Spirit, then it 

follows that the Spirit has given every believer a 

manifestation of the Spirit (12:7), known 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎƛŦǘΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ 

exceptions. Everyone who is a Christian has been 

given a spiritual gift, or supernatural ability, which 

is intended to be used to help the church. 

Spiritual Gifts are the Basis of Unity 
(12:4 -6)  

That does not mean everyone has the same 

gift. There are a variety of gifts, service and 

activities. But there is only one God who 

empowers believers for this gifting. Therefore, 

while there are varieties of gifts, there is a unity 

that comes from sharing our gifts with one 

another. 

Paul phrases this with some very careful 

theological language so as to give us a living 

example of unity from variety. Namely, the 

example of the Trinity. Note the structure of these 

verses. 

¶ Variety of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

¶ Variety of service, but the same Lord. 

¶ Variety of activity, but the same God. 

The Spirit refers to the Holy Spirit. The Lord 

refers to Jesus, the Son of God (12:3). God refers 

to the Father. Within the Trinity there are three 

different varieties of service, activity, and persons. 

Yet there is only one God. 

So then the church can also have a variety of 

gifting, ministries and activities, but still be one 

unified church. 

All Spiritual Gifts are from the Spirit 
(12:7 -11)  

Each believer is given a spiritual gift. This gift, 

however, is not a natural ability or a learned skill. 

It is a manifestation of the Spirit. It comes through, 

according to and by the Spirit. 

Paul then lists some of the gifts which are 

given by the Spirit. This is not an exhaustive list of 

all the possible gifts, as there are other lists of gifts 

found in other passages which do not match up 
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completely with this list (see 1 Corinthians 12:28ff, 

Romans 12:6ff). 

 In each of these passages Paul is not 

intending to delineate a complete list of gifts along 

with definitions and assessment tests for 

determining our gifting. Unfortunately there has 

been a lot of extra biblical teaching on spiritual 

gifts which tries to define and codify the gifts. 

Most of this teaching, however, is based on 

conjecture and psychological personality testing 

rather than the scripture. Paul lists some gifts here 

not to provide us with a detailed understanding of 

each gift, but to emphasize three things: 

¶ There is a variety of gifts. 

¶ All the gifts come through the empowerment 

of the Spirit. 

¶ The Spirit gives gifts according to His will, not 

according to our efforts (12:11).  

The Diversity and Unity of Spiritual Gifts (12:12 -30)  

Baptized into One Body (12:12 -13)  

While we have different gifts, and we are all 

individual members, we are all part of the same 

body of Christ. Before Christ our differences 

divided us: Jew and Greek, slave and free. But 

now, because we have all been baptized into one 

body in one Spirit, we are one. The old divisions 

are gone, and we are the unified body of Christ. 

The Necessity of Diversity (12:14 -20)  

Paul uses the analogy of the human body to 

make his point that there must a diversity of gifts 

in order for the body to function properly. 

In the human body the foot is no less part of 

the body because it is not a hand. Nor is the ear 

not part of the body because it is not an eye. The 

body needs feet, hands, ears and eyes. If every 

member was a foot, then the body could not 

function. 

The same is true of the body of Christ. There 

are many parts, which God has arranged and 

chosen. Each member is no less part of the body 

because it is not like another member. There must 

be diversity for the body to function. 

The Weak are More Important 
(12:21 -26) 

Therefore, just as the eye cannot say to the 

ƘŀƴŘΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΣέ ǎƻ ƴƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

church can say to another that they do need them. 

Furthermore, every part is critical to the proper 

functioning of the body, even roles which are not 

glamorous. 

Just as there are parts of the human body 

which seem weak and undistinguished, the body 

cannot function without them. A few years ago I 

broke a bone in my big toe. Here was a weak and 

undistinguished part of my body. But when I 

ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōƻŘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ 

well. So it is with the so called lesser roles and gifts 

within the body of Christ. 

There are also parts of the human body which 

we keep covered because it is not proper to 

expose them in public. So also there are members 

of the church who labor behind the scenes doing 

jobs which are messy and seemingly undignified. 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŘƛŀǇŜǊǎ 

in the church nursery or clean the toilets. These 

ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

lives. People who get dirty as they labor and care 

for the disadvantaged, the unloved and the 

rejected. 

While the people up front, the teachers, the 

musicians, the elders stand in front and receive 

the accolades, Paul tells us that it is actually the 

behind the scenes people who actually get the 

greater honor from God. 

The Hierarchy of Gifts (12:27 -30)  

The Corinthians had their priorities out of 

order. They believed that the measure of true 

spirituality lay in the speaking of tongues, and that 

all believers should strive for and achieve speaking 

in tongues. Paul refutes this belief with two 

arguments.  

First, no all members of the church are 

apostles. Therefore, why should we assume that 
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all members of the church will be gifted in 

tongues? There are a variety of gifts and tongues 

are just one of many manifestations of the Spirit. 

People who do not speak in tongues or perform 

miracles are not lesser members of the body. 

Furthermore, it does not mean that they do not 

have the Spirit of God indwelling them. 

Secondly, if you were going to rank the 

spiritual gifts, then the apostles and the prophets 

would be more important than speaking in 

tongues anyway. If you want to be envious of a 

gifting, desire apostleship or prophecy, not 

speaking in tongues. Paul will deal more with this 

issue in chapter 14. 

The Necessity of Love for Spiritual Gifts (12:31 -13:13)  

Ministry Motivated by Love  (13:1 -3)  

Paul uses a series of hyperboles or 

exaggerations in 13:1-3 to drive home his point: if 

love is not the motivation, than the ministry has 

no purpose, doesn't do anyone any good, and is of 

no value whatsoever. It doesn't matter how 

exciting or excellent your gift, it doesn't matter the 

power of your ministry, it doesn't matter the 

depth of sacrifice you make. Without love, your 

ministry, your service to the church, has no value. 

Motivated by Love, Not Performance (13:1) 

Often ministry is motivated more by 

performance than by love. We seek the public gifts 

because we can show off our talents. Our 

motivation is for affirmation from others rather 

than to love. But Paul tells us that even if we have 

perfect performances, without love we are a 

clanging gong. 

Motivated by Love, Not Power (13:2) 

Often we are more concerned about 

maintaining my authority than we are about the 

people we serve. We find fulfillment from seeing 

our ideas get carried out rather than from seeing 

people growing closer to God. But Paul tells us 

even if we have enough power in our ministry to 

move mountains, without love we are nothing. 

Motivated by Love, Not Power (13:3) 

Often when we give, even sacrificially, there is 

there really some self serving reason behind your 

sacrifice. Do we hope someone will notice our 

generosity? Do we give because it makes us feel 

good about yourself when you give? But Paul tells 

us even if we give away all we own or sacrifice our 

very lives, without love, we gain nothing. 

The Character of Love (13:4 -7)  

Paul then provides a list that describes the 

character of love in 13:4-7. These character 

qualities are not so much a definition of love as it 

is a picture of what love looks like. We run a 

danger in methodically analyze each of these 

character qualities, for as the preacher Ray 

Stedman says, analyzing these beautifully poetic 

words is "almost like taking a beautiful flower and 

tearing it apart" (Stedman). Instead we should see 

the big picture and ask ourselves if our ministry is 

characterized by love or by selfish motivations? 

¶ Is my ministry characterized by gentleness, or 

is it characterized by impatience, sarcasm and 

rudeness? Love is patient and kind (13:4). 

¶ Is my ministry characterized by selflessness, 

or am I jealous when someone else is more 

successful than I am? Love is not jealous or 

boastful or proud and demand its own way 

(13:4b-5a). 

¶ Is my ministry characterized by forgiveness, or 

do we keep lists of offenses? Love keeps no 

record of when it has been wronged (13:5b-

7). 

Love Endures. Spiritual Gifts Do Not 
(13:8 -13)  

Paul tells us here that the spiritual gifts are 

going to disappear (13:8-10). There is considerable 

debate among bible scholars as to when these 

gifts will disappear or even if they maybe already 

have. Most all biblical scholars would agree that 

after the return of Christ, when we will dwell with 

him in a new heaven and new earth, we will not 

have the need for spiritual gifts anymore. On this 

earth there are many things we don't understand, 
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and we need supernatural gifting to help. But 

then, "we will see everything with perfect clarity," 

so these gifts will not be necessary anymore 

(13:12). 

Like the Corinthians, it is easy to glamorize 

our ministry. It is easy to let ministry become an 

end unto itself. We become focused on keeping a 

program alive, keeping a tradition going. Instead 

of asking, how we can love people more 

effectively, we hang onto the same old strategies.  

But programs will die. Strategies will become 

ineffective. Spiritual gifts will disappear. If we base 

our service to God on programs, strategies, and 

spiritual gifts, they will not endure. But if we base 

our ministry on faith, hope and love, our ministry 

will last forever 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix: Lists of Spiritual Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 1 Corinthians 12:28 Romans 12:6-8 Ephesians 4:11 
Wisdom    

Knowledge    

Faith    

Healing Healing   

Miracles Miracles   

Prophecy Prophets Prophecy Prophets 

Discernment    

Tongues Tongues   

Interpretation of tongues    

 Apostles  Apostles 

 Teachers Teaching Teachers 

 Helping Service  

 Administration Leading  

  Exhortation  

  Generosity  

  Mercy  

   Evangelist 

   Shepherds 
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Week 9: Spiritual Gifting  
 Part II  
1 Corinthians  
May 24, 2009 

Introduction  

A Picture of a Corinthian Worship 
Service 

Have you ever wondered what church was 

like for the early Christians? What would a typical 

worship service have been like for, say, the 

Christians in Corinth? 1 Corinthians 14:26 gives us 

probably the best evidence of what it was like for 

those early believers.  

 What then, brothers? When you 

come together, each one has a hymn, a 

lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an 

interpretation. Let all things be done for 

building up.  (1 Corinthians 14:26 ESV) 

It seems the first century church service was 

more like a home fellowship or home bible study 

than a Catholic or Orthodox mass. Someone 

stands up and begins singing a song that they all 

join. Then someone reads a scripture out of what 

we call today the Old Testament. Someone else 

gives a lesson from that passage.  

However, it also seems that the Corinthian 

church was more characterized by disruptions and 

chaos. When one person was sharing, somebody 

else might get up and start talking at the same 

time. Someone might start singing a song or when 

another begins praying loudly with some strange 

sounding words.  

Paul addresses this situation, calling on their 

services to be done with decency and order, and in 

the process gives us more insight into the proper 

usage for spiritual gifting. 

But all things should be done 

decently and in order.  (1 Corinthians 

14:40 ESV) 

 A Theological Sidebar ɀ Ȱ3ÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÉÎ 
4ÏÎÇÕÅÓȱ 

In the first 25 verses of chapter 14 Paul makes 

his point by contrasting two gifts: prophecy and 

tongues. While he concentrates on these two gifts, 

there are some transcendent principles we can 

take from this contrast for all gifts. However, 

because Paul uses tongues and prophecy as his 

case study, we need define the gifts of prophecy 

and tongues. 

tǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ! 

person with the gift of prophecy has the 

supernatural ability to communicate a message 

from God.  In the early church, before the New 

Testament had been completed, this gifting was 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ 

the New Testament. 

Tongues, or maybe more modernly 

translated, the gift of languages, is when a 

Christian is given a supernatural ability to speak in 

a foreign language in order to communicate the 

gospel to non-Christians. 

The first time this gift was exercised is 

recorded in Acts 2 at the very beginning of the 

church. As recorded in Acts, there were people 

from all over the world gathered in Jerusalem for a 

big festival. At this festival, the Holy Spirit gave the 

Christians the ability to speak in many different 

foreign languages. These Christians then went and 

shared the gospel with all these visitors in their 

native languages. As a result, over 3,000 became 

followers of Jesus that day.  

Tongues, then, is the ability to share the 

message of Christ in the language of another 

person. There is some question as to whether or 

not scripture recognizes tongues as a non-human 
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άprayer-ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣέ ŀǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ 

Christians today. 1 Corinthians 13:1 seems to 

indicate that tongues might include the languages 

of angels, and thus undecipherable to humans. 

However, Paul is using hyperbole in this verse. Just 

as in 13:2 he speaks of faith capable of moving 

mountains and in 13:3 he speaks of giving away 

everything and dying a martyrs death.  

Nonetheless, if there is a prayer-language or 

non-human type of tongues, Paul is clear that it is 

a part of personal worship and not corporate 

worship.  

For you may be giving thanks well 

enough, but the other person is not being 

built up.  (1 Corinthians 14:17 ESV) 

For these reasons, Grace Community 

Fellowship does not practice the speaking of 

tongues in our corporate worship services. 

However, we do not want to invalidate the 

ministry of those who practice tongues. We 

recognize that God has used those ministries to 

promote the gospel. As a result it is not our place 

to criticize or put down churches and other 

believes whose doctrine or practice regarding 

tongues is different than ours. For while Paul says 

it is a gift inferior to others, it is not to be 

forbidden. 

So, my brothers, earnestly desire to 

prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in 

tongues. (1 Corinthians 14:39 ESV) 

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts (14:1 -25)  

Superiority of Prophecy to Tongues 
(14:1 -12) 

Spiritual Gifts Should Build Up (14:1-3) 

The Corinthians had placed undo importance 

on the gift of tongues. So in 14:2-5, Paul contrasts 

the gift of prophecy with the gift of tongues. Paul 

says that tongues, as practiced by Corinthians, are 

ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 

church. But prophecy is spoken to men, so it can 

build up, encourage and console. Tongues only 

benefit the one speaking, whereas prophecy 

builds up the whole body. 

Upbuilding, is often translated ad edify. Our 

gifts should build people up, not tear people 

down. We should strengthen people, not weaken 

them. 

Encouragement or Exhortation is translated 

from the Greek word used as a name for the Holy 

Spirit, a name which is more commonly translated 

as comforter. Our gifts then should comfort 

people, not irritate them. We should encourage 

people, not discourage them. 

Console is translated from a word that literally 

means to empathize. Our gifts should help us to 

empathize with people, not ignore them. We 

should show compassion for people, not condemn 

them. 

Spiritual Gifts Should Be for the Church (14:4) 

There is a temptation to use our gifting only 

for our own benefit. But Paul says, how much 

better if it is done in a way that the whole church 

can be build-up. 

²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎhare our gifts with 

each other, we all suffer. To many Christians 

personalize their faith without involvement in the 

larger church community. If we think we can make 

ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ άƳŜ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎƛŦǘΣέ ǿŜ 

are sadly mistaken. We need each other. We need 

to share our gifting with each other. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 says: 

(Hebrews 10:24-25 NASB) Let us 

consider how to stimulate one another to 

love and good deeds, not forsaking our 

own assembling together, as is the habit 

of some, but encouraging one another, 

and all the more as you see the day 

drawing near. 

When we properly use our gift, it builds up 

the whole body, not just ourselves. 
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Spritual  Gifts Should Be Clear (14:5-12) 

 If a spiritual gift, like tongues, is to benefit the 

whole body, it must be easily understood and not 

be confusing to people (14:6-8). Prophecy, 

however can be understood and therefore helps 

the bodyΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘǳǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊΣ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘƻ 

tongues.  

But this principle should apply not just to 

tongues. This is an important principle, for 

teachers and people who regularly speak. We 

want to be clear in what we teach.  

But it is true also of other gifts. Service can be 

done in a disorderly manner, without clarity. For 

example, let say your ministry is to bring meals to 

sick or elderly people. You need to do that in an 

orderly clear manner. You need to take time to 

plan the meal, cook it appropriately, and bring it 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

approach your ministry in a haphazard way. You 

need to do a good job. Ministry done in a chaotic 

ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜŘƛŦȅΦ 

Purpose of Tongues (14:13 -25)  

Spiritual Gifting Should Use the Mind (14:13-19) 

Speaking in tongues is being used as an 

emotional experience that the Corinthians see as 

some grand spiritual encounter.  But Paul would 

rather that we use not just our emotions when 

exercising our gifts, but that we also use our minds 

(14:14-15). If the exercise of our gift is just an 

emotional experience, then it is not building up 

the body (14:17). Therefore, Paul would rather 

they speak few words with their minds than 

thousands of words in tongues (14:19). 

Tongues Are for Unbelievers (14:20-25) 

Originally the gift of tongues was given at 

Pentecost to communicate the gospel to those 

spoke in foreign languages (Acts 2). The gift of 

tongues is a sign not to believers, but unbelievers 

(14:22). The way the Corinthians exercised 

tongues, this gift no longer helped bring the 

gospel to unbelievers, but had the opposite effect. 

Unbelievers watching how the Corinthians used 

tongues, would think them crazy (14:23).  

In this scene all these people are talking, 

interrupting each other, and using strange words 

and languages (14:22). Paul says, an unbeliever is 

going to think your nuts! But Paul says if they see 

you using your gift appropriately, in an orderly 

manner, an unbeliever will see a glimpse of God 

and fall under conviction.  

But prophecy is clear and might convict an 

unbeliever of their sin and bring them to worship 

God (14:24-25). 

Regarding Order & Dignity in the Assembly (14:26 -39)  

Church Should Be Orderly (14:26 -33)  

Paul desires the Corinthian church to be 

characterized by deference, not domination. Paul 

wants the Corinthians to allow many people to 

speak, to allow everyone to exercise their gift 

(14:26-27). The assembly needs to be done in an 

orderly and dignified manner, and not be chaotic 

(14:30-31, 33).   

Furthermore, the exercise of both tongues 

and prophecy is subject to the evaluation of the 

entire congregation. For one who speaks in 

tongues, it is subject to an interpreter (14:27b-28). 

For the one who speaks a prophesy, others are to 

weigh what is said (14:29). 

This is true of all spiritual gifts. Just because 

you are exercising your gifting does not mean you 

are always speaking or acting for God. It is subject 

to the evaluation of the whole church as to 

whether or not the exercise of your gift is 

appropriate for the body. 

That is to say, our spiritual gift is not a free 

pass. The exercise of our gifts should always be 

subject to those in authority over us in the church. 

Women Should Be Quiet (14:34 -35)  

If a church service is to be orderly, then 

women must also be quiet in the church service 

(14:34). This is a very controversial passage. This 

passage has been used throughout the history of 

the church to berate women and to disqualify 
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women from ministry. However, this is not a 

prohibition against women exercising their gifting 

or ministering to the body.  

First, there is evidence that Paul allowed 

women to serve in church. In 1 Corinthians 11:5 

mentions the appropriate manner in which 

women should prophesy in church. Paul often 

praised women for their service to the church in 

his epistles (Romans 16). Furthermore, prophesy is 

a Spiritual gift for both male and female (Acts 

2:17-18). 

The prohibition against women speaking must 

be put into the context. Paul has been speaking of 

making sure the exercise of our spiritual gifting is 

under the authority of the church. Tongues are to 

be interpreted and prophesy is to be weighed 

(14:28-29). Paul is telling the women here that 

they should be in submission as well (14:34). 

Furthermore, a wife should not to be 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ 

prophesy in public. If she has a question about 

what her husband says in church, she should ask 

this in private (14:35), for to publicly question him 

would be disrespectful and shameful. 

To conclude, Paul does tell women that they 

can pray and prophesy in church (11:5), but it 

must be in submission to the church leadership. 

Furthermore, they are not to exercise authority (1 

Timothy 2:12), but they are to leave the evaluation 

of prophesy to the male leadership. 

$ÏÎȭÔ 0ÒÅÓÕÍÅ ÔÏ 3ÐÅÁË ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄ 
(14:3 6-40)  

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ hǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜ CǊƻƳ ¸ƻǳ 
(14:36) 

Finally, Paul warns the Corinthians that when 

they exercise their spiritual gift, they should not 

presume that God only speaks through them 

(14:36). God works through others, and therefore 

all should have an opportunity to share (14:31). 

When things are going well, when your ministry is 

just clicking along, it is easy to think that whatever 

you say or do is direct from God himself. But we 

must recognize that we are not the only person 

God uses.  

wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ CƛǊǎǘ όмпΥот-38) 

Furthermore, if someone does not recognize 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ 

should not be allowed to share their gift (14:37-

38). If someone believes God only works through 

ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 

command comes through the apostles, if someone 

does not recognize the authority of the scripture 

over and above their own, then they should not be 

allowed to exercise their gifting. 

Conclusion  

Finally, Paul concludes this section by 

reaffirming that it is okay to prophesy and to 

speak in tongues, but it all must be done 

appropriately and in an orderly manner (14:39-

40). 

But all things should be done 

decently and in order.  (1 Corinthians 

14:40 ESV) 

 God has given each believer a spiritual gift to 

serve the body. We all have an important role to 

play to keep this church alive and vibrant.  

Each gift is important. There are no 

insignificant roles. The most mundane roles are 

often the most important. 

.ǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 

our gifts properly, than our gifts are worthless.  

LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

comfort and empathize with each other. 

LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

use our gifts in an orderly manner. We will be 

showing disrespect for each other, interrupting 

and distracting each other. 

LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǘƻ ōŀǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿord, but we will think 

ourselves more important than we are. 

The bottom line is, if we really want to use our 

gifts properly, it begins and ends with love.
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Week 10: The Resurrection  
 

1 Corinthians  
May 31, 2009 

 

Chapter 15 is one of the most important 

theological chapters in the entire bible. Paul must 

address a fundamental doctrinal error in the 

church. There were those who did not believe in a 

physical resurrection, believing that they had 

achieved their glorified state in their current 

bodies.  

The Greek philosophy of the day taught that 

the physical was impure, while the mind and spirit 

(the logos) were pure and good. This lead to a 

worship of logic, wisdom and knowledge and a 

distaste for the physical body.  

The Corinthians had melded this philosophy 

with the Christian teaching on the resurrection. 

They were teaching that the resurrection was not 

physical, for that would offend their Greek 

sensibilities. Instead the resurrection was a 

spiritual event, and that, indeed, they could, 

through the attainment of knowledge, achieve this 

άǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘέ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 

Paul reacts strongly against this idea and asks 

the Corinthians to remember what he first taught 

them when he founded their church. He wants 

them to go back and remember the teachings they 

learned about the resurrection. His point is that 

his teaching has not changed. Therefore, Paul goes 

back and reiterates the lessons he taught them 

regarding the resurrection. 

The Ramifications of the Resurrection (15 :1-34)  

The Resurrection is the Foundation 
of Salvation (15:1 -3)  

Salvation is only possible with a physical 

resurrection. It is, as Paul puts it, "of first 

importance." If we do not remember and hold 

onto the gospel of the resurrection, we have 

believed in vain. There are two reasons why our 

belief is in vain without the resurrection: 

First, the claims Jesus made about himself 

have no validity without the resurrection. Why 

should you believe a man who claims to be God, 

but then cannot even avoid arrest and execution 

by a human governor?  However, a man who rose 

from the dead, this is a man with credibility. What 

a man like that says something it is something to 

which you should listen.  

{ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ 

that he has the power to rescue each of us from 

death. When Jesus was hanging on the cross, the 

thief being executed next to him taunted him by 

yelling, "If you are the Christ, save yourself!" There 

is some truth to his taunt. If Jesus really was the 

Christ, he has to be able to demonstrate that he 

can save himself before he can demonstrate that 

he can save others. When he rose from the dead, 

He demonstrated he has the power to overcome 

death. Therefore, he has the power to rescue us 

from death as well. 

Therefore, the resurrection is the foundation 

of our salvation. 

The Resurrection is Historical Fact 
(15:4 -11)  

Paul is basing his whole argument here on the 

tenant that Jesus rising from the dead is a 

historical fact. It is not merely sufficient for the 

resurrection to have been a nice little story. If the 

power of the resurrection is to have any affect in 

our lives, it has to be true.  

Paul carefully lays out for the Corinthians, and 

for us, the historical evidence. Paul lists the names 

of people who were eyewitnesses to the event. He 

lists people that were well known and trusted to 

them, people like Peter, James and the apostles. 
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Over 500 people saw him at once. Finally, Paul 

himself saw the resurrected Jesus. He tells them in 

verse 8:   

Last of all, as to one untimely born, 

he appeared also to me. (1 Corinthians 

15:8 ESV) 

Paul is reminding the Corinthians that there 

are over 500 people who remember this 

significant event. This is not just a metaphorical 

story or a myth. The resurrection is a historical 

fact. 

The Logic of the Resurrection (15:12 -
29)  

If there is not resurrection 

Paul wants those who deny the physical 

resurrection to consider the logical ramifications 

of such a belief. If Christ is not raised then: 

¶ Christ is not raised from the dead (15:16). 

¶ They are still in their sins (15:17). 

¶ The dead are lost (15:18). 

¶ We are to be pitied as fools (15:19). 

Without the resurrection, then we are hoping 

for a better life that will never come. Paul says, 

without the resurrection, we are pitiful fools, 

following a dream. If there is no resurrection, 

there is no point in even pretending that 

Christianity has any validity. 

If Christ has been raised 

However, just as Paul wanted the Corinthians 

to consider the logic of no resurrection, he also 

wants them, and us, to consider the logical 

ramifications of a risen Christ. If Jesus has been 

raised then: 

¶ All shall be made alive (15:22). 

¶ Christ shall reign as King (15:24). 

¶ Christ will defeat His enemies (15:25). 

¶ Christ will abolish death (15:26). 

Ramifications of the Resurrection 
(15:30 -34)  

If Christ has been raised, and he will abolish 

death, what does that mean for us? What impact 

should that have for us? It means we have the 

hope to live through hardships. 

The apostle Paul was a man who understood 

hardship. This man was run out of town on 

numerous occasions, he was imprisoned, he was 

once in a shipwreck, and he was even once stoned 

and left for dead.  Paul asks the question: 

Why am I in danger every hour? (1 

Corinthians 15:30 ESV) 

The answer is simple. Paul is willing to 

endanger himself for the gospel, willing to be 

imprisoned, beat up, persecuted, because he 

knows that for all the hardship, there is a greater 

hope awaiting him. Paul knows he need not fear 

death, because he will be raised from the dead. 

Paul knows that the resurrection gives us hope to 

live through hardships. 

If there is no resurrection, it is hard to get 

motivated about life. It is hard to get excited 

about persevering through hardship. Paul says it 

well in verse 32: 

If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat 

and drink, for tomorrow we die." (1 

Corinthians 15:32 ESV) 

However, if the resurrection is true, we should 

live sensibly (15:34). Paul is giving the Corinthians 

a wakeup ŎŀƭƭΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άYƴƻŎƪ ƛǘ ƻŦŦΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ 

about what you are doing, how you are living. You 

are acting ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

DƻŘΦέ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƭƛǾŜ ǎŜƴǎƛōƭȅΦ [ƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

the reality of the resurrection. 
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The Details of the Resurrection (15:35 -58)  

We Will Have Spiritual Bodies 
(15:35 -38)  

Similarities of our Old and New Bodies (15:35-38) 

You see, the Corinthians saw the resurrection 

as one of two extremes. On the one hand, some 

believed that the body we receive at the 

resurrection is a new body completely unrelated 

to our current body. On the other hand, some 

believed that the body we receive at the 

resurrection is merely the same old body, 

refurbished. Paul says both notions are foolish and 

the truth lies somewhere in the middle. He 

illustrates this through the analogy of planting 

seeds. 

First, the new body is indeed related to our 

current body. Paul says our new bodies will come 

from the seed of old bodies. There will be a 

relationship between our old and new bodies 

much in the same way there is a relationship 

between a seed and a plant. 

Secondly, however, our new bodies are not 

just a reconstituted or refurbished body. It is a 

whole new body. When you plant a seed into the 

ground, the old seed dies as it gives life to a new 

plant. And just as a seed which you plant must die 

before it can grow into a new plant, so our old 

bodies must die so they can be turned into brand 

new bodies. The old body is gone. Your 

resurrected body will be a whole new body, 

different from the old. 

Differences between our Old and New Bodies 
(15:42-49) 

Paul outlines those differences in verses 42 to 

49: 

So is it with the resurrection of the 

dead.  (1 Corinthians 15:42-49 ESV) 

 
Current Body 

 
Future Body 

What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. (vs. 42) 

Perishable - Perishable items are things like 

milk that has been left out on the counter. It has 

spoiled and gone bad. Our current bodies will do 

that. They will spoil and go bad. 

Imperishable - The resurrected body will never 

spoil, never decay, and never die. It is imperishable. 

It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory.  (vs. 43) 

Dishonor - our current bodies are involved in 

all kinds of dishonorable things. We can all think of 

dishonorable things we've done with your body? 

Glory - Our resurrected body will never be 

involved with dishonorable things. It will be a body 

without sin or the temptation to sin. It will be 

raised in glory. 

It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. (vs. 43) 

Weakness - Our current bodies have are weak. 

They tempt us with fleshly desires, they test us 

with physical ailments and illnesses 

Power - Our new bodies will not tempt us or 

test us. With our new bodies, we will be able to 

overcome with strength and power. 

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there 

is also a spiritual body. (vs. 44) 

Natural - Our current bodies are limited to the 

natural, physical world. We can only see and 

experience the here and now. 

Spiritual - Our new bodies will not be limited 

to the natural and physical world. We will be able 

to see and experience the spiritual world as well. 
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Current Body 

 
Future Body 

Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam 

became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then 

the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 

heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man 

of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the 

man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. (vs. 45-49) 

Likeness of Adam - Our current bodies are 

descended from Adam, the first man. He was 

formed from the dust of the earth, and was earthly. 

Likeness of Christ - Our new bodies come from 

Christ, the first resurrected man. He was formed 

from the dust of heaven, and was heavenly. 

 

Need for spiritual bodies (15:50) 

Ultimately, these bodies of ours are so 

corrupt, so weak, so perishable, that before we 

can inherit God's kingdom, we must be changed. 

God's kingdom is not corrupt, weak, or perishable, 

so before we can inherit it we must be changed 

into bodies that are not corrupt, but strong, and 

imperishable. 

However, we should not mistake that these 

will be physical bodies. The resurrection is a 

physical event. Ultimately, our hope is not found 

in transcending the physical for the spiritual realm, 

but that in our new perfect physical bodies, God 

will dwell with us in a new physical heaven and 

earth (Revelation 21:1ff). 

The Timing of our Resurrection  

The resurrection will happen in future (15:51-53) 

The first detail Paul gives us is the 

resurrection will happen in the future. Some 

interesting things to point out about this future 

resurrection: 

¶ Some will be changed without dying. When 

the end comes, there will be some alive who 

are changed. The dead will be raised with new 

bodies and those still alive at that point will 

also be changed. 

¶ It will happen fast. Look at the words Paul 

uses. "In a flash, in the twinkling of an eye." 

We won't be sitting around wondering what's 

happening. It won't be one of the slow motion 

morphs you see in science fiction movies. It 

will be an instantaneous change. 

The resurrection is based on what happened in 
the past (15:54-57) 

WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 

the power to rescue you from death. Because he 

rose from the dead, we know he can raise us from 

the dead. He can erase the sting of death. 

Stand Firm (15:58)  

Paul is calling on the Corinthians to stick to 

the teaching he first gave them. If the resurrection 

is true, it should have a profound impact on your 

life. Don't let anything get in the way. Let nothing 

move you. The resurrection gives us the power to 

stick through the hard times, to put up with the 

difficulties, to tolerate the pain, because we know, 

in the end, we have victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. We can know that our labor is not in vain.
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Week 11: Giving 
 

1 Corinthians  
June 7, 2009 

 
Paul now moves on to a new subject. This is 

not, however, an abrupt transition to an unrelated 

subject. No, rather, if we remember the victory 

Christ accomplished in his resurrection, and we 

remember the future resurrection of our own 

bodies, we should be inspired to give ourselves 

fully to the Lord's work. More specifically, we 

should be inspired to give our money to the Lord's 

work, not out of obligation or guilt, but out of 

thanksgiving and excitement for the hope of the 

resurrection. 

Situational Background (16:1)  

Verse 1 tells us that there is a specific 

collection, or a specific cause to which Paul is 

asking them to give. Evidently at this time 

Jerusalem was in an economic depression 

stemming from a drought (Acts 11:28-30). Many of 

the poor Christians in Jerusalem were hungry and 

in great need. So as he would go around and visit 

churches throughout the Roman Empire, Paul 

would ask the churches to contribute money to 

help the believers back in Jerusalem (Romans 

15:25-28, Acts 24:17). 

As Paul writes to the church he founded in 

Corinth, he is asking them to also consider 

contributing to this cause. But as he does so he 

has some guidelines, principles that he wants the 

Corinthians to follow as they consider giving to 

this donation. Even though we aren't going to be 

contributing to the same cause Paul wants the 

Corinthians to consider, the principles he lays out 

are transcendent principles which we can use to 

guide our thinking as we consider how to give 

ourselves fully to the Lord's work. 

How We Should Give (16:2-4) 

Give regularly (16:2a)  

The first principle Paul outlines is that the 

Corinthians are to give regularly. He doesn't want 

them to wait until he gets there and then try to 

raise all the money at once. He wants them to put 

a little bit aside each week and contribute when 

ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŜǘ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪΦέ 

There is a little known economic fact that 

people spend at least as much as they make. Very 

few people just happen to have money sitting 

around. That's why furniture and home electronics 

stores offer no payment and no interest until next 

year on their products. People don't just have 

money sitting around ready to buy a new flat 

screen TV or ready to donate to a worthy cause. 

Paul must know this little economic fact. That 

is why he suggests that they begin their own 

charitable giving installment plan. Put a little aside 

every week.  

The same holds true for us. If we wait until 

some big need comes down the line, we won't 

have any money sitting around to help with the 

need. Instead, we should give regularly.  

Maybe that means giving as regularly as you 

receive your paycheck, setting aside a little bit for 

the Lord's work with each check. We all need 

some kind of discipline to ensure that we give 

ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΦ ¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ ǿƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ 

get ourselves in the habit of giving regularly. 

Give proportionately (16:2b)  

Secondly, Paul wants them to give 

proportionately. IŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ άŀǎ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ 

ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊΦέ  
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Not everyone gives the same amount, but we 

give in relation to what we earn. 

Rich people should be giving more dollars 

than poor people, but all should be giving in 

proportion to their income.  

Often we assume that while we the wealthy 

may give more money to charity than the poor. 

However, according to one study, in the United 

States, low income people give an average of 4.5% 

of their income to charity, while middle class 

families give 2% and wealthy families give 3% 

(Brooks).  

What that tells us is that the middle class is 

not giving in proportion to their income, but in 

fact, proportionately, are giving less the poor and 

the rich. However, we aren't to think that just the 

rich people are to give. We are all to give in 

proportion to what we have earned. 

Give wisely (16:3 -7)  

Third, Paul calls on the Corinthians to give 

wisely. The Corinthians weren't able to call the 

Jerusalem Christians' Charitable Foundation and 

just give them their visa card number. They 

couldn't just send a check to the church in 

Jerusalem. They had to send people with the cash. 

And Paul is advising them to choose messengers 

who they can trust to take the contribution to 

Jerusalem. You don't want someone to take the 

money and abscond with the funds. 

Paul is telling them to be wise in their giving. 

Don't just give your money to anyone and hope it 

gets to the people in Jerusalem. Pick the right 

people to go. 

Just as Paul asked the Corinthians to be give 

wisely, so should we. We need to be careful to 

whom we give our gifts. We need to pick the right 

people with which to entrust our money. Ask 

where the money is being spent. Know the people 

making the spending decisions. You don't want to 

give your money to someone who will abscond 

with the funds. 

Often Christians are the most gullible in this 

regard. Millions of dollars have been lost by 

churches and parachurch organizations to people 

running ponzi schemes. Jesus tells his disciples 

that they must be as crafty as serpents, but 

innocent as doves (Matthew 10:16). Too often, at 

least with charitable giving, we are as crafty as a 

ŘƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ 

about our giving. 

Concluding Remarks (16:5 -24)  

0ÁÕÌȭÓ 4ÒÁÖÅÌ 0ÌÁÎÓ ɉρφȡυ-11)  

Paul informs the Corinthians that he is coming 

to visit them soon. Currently he is in Ephesus 

where God has opened the door to his ministry. 

This is consistent with what [ǳƪŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 

two year stay in Ephesus (Acts 19:10, 20). 

Following his stay in Ephesus, he planned to travel 

through Macedonia and then stay with them for 

the winter. This is exactly what does happen 

according to Acts 20:1-2, as Paul concludes his 

third missionary journey.  

0ÁÕÌȭÓ #Ï-Workers (16:12 -18)  

Because Paul is not able to come to Corinth 

right away, it seems he has sent Timothy, his 

ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇǊƻǘŞƎŞΦ CǊƻƳ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅΣ 

ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƎŜ ǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

cause people to despise him (1 Timothy 4:12). So 

Paul asks the Corinthians to welcome him and to 

not despise him.   

Paul also tells the Corinthians that he asked 

!Ǉƻƭƭƻǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ /ƻǊƛƴǘƘΣ ōǳǘ !Ǉƻƭƭƻǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

want to right then, but he would come as soon as 

he had the chance (16:12). 

Finally, Paul asks the Corinthians to recognize 

the work of their leaders, namely, Stephanas, 

Fortunatus and Achaicus. Paul tells us that these 

men were among the first converts in Corinth, and 

that they had come to visit Paul in Ephesus, 

perhaps to bring the letter to which 1 Corinthians 

is a response. Paul reminds the Corinthians to 

submit to these leaders.  
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Final Comments (16:13 -14, 19-24)  

Man Up! (16:13-14) 

Paul summarizes his entire message from the 

letter in these two short verses. He asks them to 

ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƛǊƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ [ƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

ƳŜƴΦέ 

This admonition does not come out of the 

blue. It comes on the heels of his great teaching 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ 

over death (16:57), we can stand firm, and act 

with strength and courage through any hardship 

or difficulty. Because Jesus rose from the dead, we 

Ŏŀƴ άƳŀƴ ǳǇΗέ 

Final Greetings 

Paul passes on greetings from the churches in 

Asia and from Aquila and Prisca (16:19).  

He asks them to greet each other with a holy 

kiss (16:20). Kissing was a common greeting in that 

culture, much as we see in some European 

countries today. In our cultural context, Paul 

would probably ask us to greet one another with a 

holy handshake. 

Paul finishes the book in his own handwriting. 

We know that Paul dictated most of his letters to a 

scribe (Romans 16:22), but often would end his 

letters with a handwritten note to demonstrate 

the authenticity of the letter (Colossians 4:18, 2 

Thessalonians 3:17). 

In his own handwriting he condemns those 

who do not love the Lord, probably referring to 

those in the Corinthian church who were causing 

the divisions within their church. Then, he 

ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƎ ƭƛƴŜΣ άaŀǊŀƴŀǘƘŀΣέ ŀƴ 

!ǊŀƳŀƛŎ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άhǳǊ [ƻǊŘΣ /ƻƳŜΦέ



 

© 2009 Ken Carson 
 

Bibliography  
 

1 Corinthians  
Spring 2009  

 
Brooks, Arthur C. A Nation of Givers. March/April 2008. The Journal of the American Enterprise Institute. 3 

June 2009 <http://www.american.com/archive/2008/march-april-magazine-contents/a-nation-of-givers>. 

Cole, R. Alan. "The Life and Ministry of Paul." The Expositor's Bible Commentary. Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Grand 

Rapids MI: Zondervan, 1998. 

Gundry, Robert H. A Survey of the New Testament. Grand Rapids MI: Zondervan, 1994. 

Hafemann, S. J. "Letters to the Corinthians." Dictionary of Paul and His Letters. Ed. Ralph P. Martin. Downers 

Grove IL: Intervarsity Press, 1993. 

Lowery, David K. "1 Corinthians." Bible Knowledge Commentary. Victor Books, 1988. 

Mare, W. Harold. "1 Corinthians." ¢ƘŜ 9ȄǇƻǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΦ Ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1998. 

Ryrie, Charles Caldwell. Ryrie Study Bible. Chicago: Moody Press, 1995. 

Stedman, Ray C. What's Behind Your Influence. <http://www.pbc.org/dp/stedman/1corinthians/3589.html>. 

Thielman, Frank S. "1 Corinthians." ESV Study Bible. Ed. Lane T Dennis and Wayne Grudem. Wheaton, IL: 

Crossway Bibles, 2008-2009. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


