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The Introduction (1:1 -21)
Title & Theme (1:1)

There are two common mistakes made regarding the title of the book. First, the book is often
called Revelations. The I8t is actually singular, suggesting that the entire book is one unified
revelation. Secondly, the book is often titled the revelation to John, when in fact the book is entitled,
the Revelation of Jesus Christ. The revelation for which the book is titleot ithe revelation (i.e.
vision) given to John, but the future revealing of Jesus at his second coming.

This reveals the overall theme of the book. Namely, this book is about the imminent return and
revelation of Jesus Chri.sot ,Whhleen toheevreer ya reey en unme
events and circumstances described in the book, it all points to this simple theme:

He who testifies these things says, nyYe
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus (Revelation 22:20)

Author (1:1, 4, 9 -11)
John (1:1, 4, 9)

While the book is about the revelation of Jesus Christ, this vision of this revelation was shown by
an angel to John. John is again affirmed as the author in 1:4 and 1:9. Church tradition has nearly
universally accepted this John to be the apose  J o h n . This is the same J«
whom Jesus | oved, 6 and who wrote the gospel of
However, some bible scholars have suggested that this John was different the apostle John. There
are two primary reass for suggesting an alternate John. First, the Greek text found in Revelation is
much less polished than that tife gospel and epistles attributed to the apostle John. Secondly,
Dionysius, a bishop of Alexandria in the third century argued that the ¢tmakl not have been
written by the apostle John, <citing again the s
other writings. However, the majorigpinion of the church fathers as well as the authoritative tone
of the book provideas suffcient reason to state that the author is the apostle John.
John describes himself in 1:9 as a brother and fellow participant in three things:

1 The tribulation
I The kingdom
1 The perseverance.

Specifically, the tribulation and subsequent perseverance isotimahas been exiled to the island
of Patmos because of he preached the word of God and testimony of Jesus.

However, John should be considered more as reporter than an author. In verse 11 an angel tells
John to write down all that he saw. As such, the sysnand structure of the book reflect what God
showed to John and was not a result of Johndés cr

Jesus Christ (1:58)

To a great extent, then, we might more properly say that the book was at leasha®d by
Jesus himself. In fact, in 1.5, itesms that at least the epistles to the seven churches (chaf)ease2
letters from Jesus himself. Each epistle presents Jesus as the writer of the letter.
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Audience (1:4, 11)

The book is addressed to seven churches located in Asia (1:4). These chushemmad
specifically by Jesus in 1:11 as Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea. All of these cities are located in the province of Asia, which is located in the western part
of modern day Turkey. Ephesus was the capitahef province, but each of these cities was an
important seat of government and/or commerce. The order in which the cities are presented begin
with the largest and most important (i.e. Ephesus), and then move counterclockwise around the map.

Date & Background (1:9-11)

Date of the Book

John considers himself to be a fellow partaker in the tribulations of these churches; tribulations
which caused him to be exiled. The island of Patmos is off the coast of the province of Asia, and
therefore whatever persecutidohn faced was also being faced by these seven churches.

There is considerable debate as to the exact timing and nature of the persecution. In the first
century, there were two major periods of persecution faced by the church. The first was under the
reign of EmperorNerg who in an attempt to divert blame, accused the Christians of starting the fire
which destroyed most of the city of Rome in AD 64.
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