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The Introduction (1:1 -21)
Title & Theme (1:1)

There are two common mistakes made regarding the title of the book. First, the book is often
called Revelations. The I8t is actually singular, suggesting that the entire book is one unified
revelation. Secondly, the book is often titled the revelation to John, when in fact the book is entitled,
the Revelation of Jesus Christ. The revelation for which the book is titleot ithe revelation (i.e.
vision) given to John, but the future revealing of Jesus at his second coming.

This reveals the overall theme of the book. Namely, this book is about the imminent return and
revelation of Jesus Chri.sot ,Whhleen toheevreer ya reey en unme
events and circumstances described in the book, it all points to this simple theme:

He who testifies these things says, nyYe
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus (Revelation 22:20)

Author (1:1, 4, 9 -11)
John (1:1, 4, 9)

While the book is about the revelation of Jesus Christ, this vision of this revelation was shown by
an angel to John. John is again affirmed as the author in 1:4 and 1:9. Church tradition has nearly
universally accepted this John to be the apose  J o h n . This is the same J«
whom Jesus | oved, 6 and who wrote the gospel of
However, some bible scholars have suggested that this John was different the apostle John. There
are two primary reass for suggesting an alternate John. First, the Greek text found in Revelation is
much less polished than that tife gospel and epistles attributed to the apostle John. Secondly,
Dionysius, a bishop of Alexandria in the third century argued that the ¢tmakl not have been
written by the apostle John, <citing again the s
other writings. However, the majorigpinion of the church fathers as well as the authoritative tone
of the book provideas suffcient reason to state that the author is the apostle John.
John describes himself in 1:9 as a brother and fellow participant in three things:

1 The tribulation
I The kingdom
1 The perseverance.

Specifically, the tribulation and subsequent perseverance isotimahas been exiled to the island
of Patmos because of he preached the word of God and testimony of Jesus.

However, John should be considered more as reporter than an author. In verse 11 an angel tells
John to write down all that he saw. As such, the sysnand structure of the book reflect what God
showed to John and was not a result of Johndés cr

Jesus Christ (1:58)

To a great extent, then, we might more properly say that the book was at leasha®d by
Jesus himself. In fact, in 1.5, itesms that at least the epistles to the seven churches (chaf)ease2
letters from Jesus himself. Each epistle presents Jesus as the writer of the letter.




Page 2 Winter 2007 Revelation

Audience (1:4, 11)

The book is addressed to seven churches located in Asia (1:4). These chushemmad
specifically by Jesus in 1:11 as Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea. All of these cities are located in the province of Asia, which is located in the western part
of modern day Turkey. Ephesus was the capitahef province, but each of these cities was an
important seat of government and/or commerce. The order in which the cities are presented begin
with the largest and most important (i.e. Ephesus) and then move counterclockW|se around the map.
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Date & Background (1:9-11)
Date of the Book

John considers himself to be a fellow partaker in the tribulations of these churches; tribulations
which caused him to be exiled. The island of Patmos is off the coast of the province of Asia, and
therefore whatever persecutidohn faced was also being faced by these seven churches.

There is considerable debate as to the exact timing and nature of the persecution. In the first
century, there were two major periods of persecution faced by the church. The first was under the
reign of EmperorNerg who in an attempt to divert blame, accused the Christians of starting the fire
which destroyed most of the city of Rome in AD 64.
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Scholars who consider the persecution by Nero as the background for Revelation suggest an early
date forthe writing of Revelation based on supposed references to Nero in the text and a belief that
the reference to the temple in chapter 11 presupposes that the temple had not yet been destroyed (the
templ ebs destruction t aki ngthegelagunentsiamne baded on7tite) . H «
preterist interpretation of Revelation (daterpretationbelow).

The second major period of persecution came under the reign of Emperor Domitian-@8 81
The early church father Irenaeus (AD 185) states that Revelat&s written towards the end of
Domi t i ah Besaeus was @ misciple of Polycarp, who himself was a disciple of the apostle
John. This evidence, along with church tradition which states that the apostle John was not in Asia
Minor until late in life,indicate that the book was most likely sometime in the mid 90s.

Persecution under Domitian

As the Roman army systematically conquered other nations, belief in the national gods who were
to protect them waned. If the Roman emperors could defeat thosethigrshe emperor must be a
god himself. The first emperor to be deified was Julius Caesar. Augustus was also declared a god, but
only after his death. Nero was the first to try to enforce the worshiinofvhile he was alive. The
emperor Domitian triedotenforce widespread worship of himself throughout the empire, leading to
great persecution of Christians who refused to worship him.

Domitian required that people worship him as their Lord God. However, Christians believe Jesus
to beLord and God and refied to participate in emperor worship. This was perceived as disloyalty to
the empire, resulting in the second period of systematic persecution of the church by the Roman
governmentHowever, here is very little historical discussion of the nature of pleisecution.

Purpose

Jesus, in his message to the seven churches of
for they were those facing great trials and suffering for their faith. The message of Revelation is that
those endure the persecutilmall overcome it in the end.

In the book of Revelation, John declares that Domitian is not their Lord and God. Jesus is the true
Lord and God. Jesus will return someday and will defeat those who falsely claim to be Lord and God.
Jesus will return somedagnd defeat those who persecute the saints. Jesus will return and the
overcomers will reign with him.

The book of Revelation to debatesnotabout timelinesandgeopolitical predictionsRevelation
wasnot written to satisfy our curiosity as to the orstal events leading up to the return of Christ.
Instead, it is to serve as an encouragement to believers of all timauttfaith is not in vain. The
message of Revelation to those facing suffering, persecution, and death at the hands of an evil ruler
and an evil empire is simpl&Jesus winsCaesar lose®

Interpretation (1:12-20)

The proper interpretation of Revelation is one of the most controversial topics in all of biblical
studies. The highly symbolic and prophetic nature of the book providete aspportunity for
speculation and conjecture.

Revelation 1:19 states that John is to write &
ar e, and the things which wild/ take place after
bothont emporary events as well as future events.

The following quotation is from Irenaeusgainst HeresiegBook V, Chapter XXX.3. Available otine at
http://wesley.nnu.edu/biblical_studies/noncanon/fatherstainteenaeus/0&aghe.htn)
i Br if it were necessary that his name should be distinctly revealed in this
present time, it would have been announced by Wwho beheld the apocalyptic
vision. For that was seen no very long time since, but almost in our day, towards the
end of Domitian's reign.
2Dr.PaulMet zger . AChristian Theology I 1.0 (Multnomah Bib
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soon take placeo (1:1). The debate over interpr
contemporary with the time of the author and which areutaté events.

Traditionally, however, there are four major interpretive methods which have been applied to the
book of Revelatioh

Preterist

The preterist viewpoint states that all the events described in Revelation are contemporary events.
That is, the athor was giving a spiritual and symbolic interpretation of the political events of his day.
Most preterists believe Revelation to have been written during the persecution of Nero, and that many
of the prophetic elements were fulfilled in the destructibtne temple by Rome in AD 70.

Certainly, many of the prophetic elements in Revelation correlate with both the persecution of
Nero and the destruction of the temple. However, the most important prophetic event, the return of
Christ, did not take place fowing the destruction of the temple. As a result, this viewpoint is most
widely held by scholars who do not believe in the literal return of Jesus.

Historicist

The historicist viewpoint states that the events described in Revelation have taken place
throughout the church age. Various schemes have been developed over time to correlate events taking
place in church history with events found in Revelation. This viewpoint was widely held by the
reformers, such as Luther and Calvin. In their view, the popesaidsto be the antichrist, and the
Roman church is Babylon.

However, there is a lack of consensus among those who hold to this view as to which events in
church history correlate with which events in Revelatibins viewpoint tends to be held mostly by
amillennialists (those who do not believe in the literal millennial reign of Christ on the earth).

Idealist

The idealist viewpoint does not try to correlate the events in Revelation with any actual event.
Instead, Revelation is seen as a symbolic desanigtiche ongoing spiritual battle between good
and evil. Each event or symbol is to be interpreted allegoriaally great poetic drama in which the
victory of Christ over Satan is assured.

The idealist viewpoints suffer from the same problem as therttist. There are numerous
interpretations to the various symbols, most of which are merely conjecture.

Futurist

The futurist viewpoint sees all the events from chapter 4 onwards as yet future events. The book
then describes those events immediately f@adip to and including the second coming of Jesus
Christ. Critics of the futurist interpretation state that if the events describe far off future events, then
they would not serve as an encouragement for the original readers.

History of Interpretation

Thefuturist viewpoint was held by most of the early church fathers, including Irenaeus (AD 195)
and Justin Martyr (AD 165). It fell out favor with the rise of the allegorical interpretations in the
fourth century. The allegorical method remairied predominat viewpoint until the reformation.

Luther and Calvin both suggested a historicist interpretation, so as to declare the pope as the
antichrist. In the 17 century, as part of th€ounter ReformatignCatholic Jesuits started exploring
preterist and futust interpretations as a refutation of the reformers antipapal interpretation.

Today, few biblical scholars believe in the historia@stidealistviewpoint. Most scholars today
hold to either the preterist or futurist viewpoints. Many combine the two vieng These preterist
futurists believe that the events leading up to the actual return of Christ were fulfilled by the Roman

3 Alan Johns n i Re v e |Tahtei oEnx,pdo sfirtoom 6 svol.B2.,b-lark E.Gaeabeteretl. a r y
(Grand Rapids MI: Zondervan, 1981.)
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emperors (ending with Domitian), while the return of Christ, the millennium and the new heaven and
earth are yet to be fulfilléd

Proper Interpretation

While there are strong correlations between the events in Revelation and political events in the
first century, there are also significant events which seem to be absent from this era. As such, while
John probably expected the eativook to be fulfilled in the near future, these uncorrelated events
suggest that these visions suggest a yet fditlfikment.

That does not mean there wasnot at Nebrlg alls t a p
biblical prophecy has bothreear term and far future fulfillment. This is the hermeneutic principle of
the Al aw of double fulfillmentodo or Aforeshorte
Testament prophecies, which were fulfilled within the lifetime of the prophet, but \@lsohserved
as prophecies of the coming Messiah (e.g. Isaiah 7:14, fulfilled both in Isaiah 8:3 and Matthew 1:23).

In addition, the symbolism of Revelation is tightly correlated with that found in the prophecies of
Daniel. Of those prophecies in Daniel wiihave already been fulfilled, these were fulfilled literally
and not allegorically.

Therefore, this study will primarily use a literal and futurist hermeneutic, with references to
certain preterist interpretations in so far as they represent theéemaafulfillment of a yet future
event.

Structure (1:19)
The book of Revelation is a highly structured book with clear markers throughout. The first
marker comes in 1:19, where the vision is said to describe the following:

9 Things Which You Have Seeithis refers to the initial vision of chapter 1 where John is first
sees a vision of Jesus.

9 Things Which Aré This refers to the epistles to the 7 churches found in chapter 2 and 3,
which describe the current condition of these churches.

1 Things Which Will Take IRce Afteri This refers to the yet future events, taking place in
chapters 4 through 22.
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The avent of Jesus Christ in chapter 19 provides the major dividing point withithitigs
which will take place aftetPrior to the advent, there are three sets of seven judgments:

i 7 seal judgments
1 7 trumpet judgments
1 7 bowl judgments.

“C. Van Den Bi e sGathdicEnédydogpetisladatgdms the. web sithiew Advent
(http://www.newadvent.org/cathen®34b.htm)
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The judgments are not portrayed as sequential. Ra
each ofthe judgments end with the second coming of ChrSt. 4-5 Scene in Heaven
Rather than say that the trumpets follow the seals or that the 1
bowls follow the trumpets, it would be better to say that the
trumpets are contained in th8 §eal judgment. Likewise, the ¢
bowl judgments are contained within the ™7 trumpet
judgment, which is part of thé"&eal judgment.

Prior to and following each judgment is an interluge—= n
which describes the events in heaven taking place 7

2
3
4
5
6
|

terlude

1
contemporarily with the judgments taking place on earth| In g 2
addition these interludes describe symbolically the cast of 3
characters in the final dramahese characters include: ;"
9
The Lamb of God (chapter3) 6
The 144,000 witnesses (chapter 7) 1015 ;”ter'”de

The martyrs (chapter 7)

The Two Witnesses (chapter 11)
The Woman, the child antieé dragon (chapter 12) 16
The Beast (chapter 14)

Concluding the events leading up to the advent of Christ
is a description of Babylon, the city of the beast. This willlpbel7-18 | Interlude
compared to thdlew Jerusalem, the city of Christ, which will come after his advent.

Following the advent oEhrist are two periods where Christ reigns as king:

1 TheMillennium (chapter 20)
1 The New Heaven and Earth (chapter22)

The book then ends in chapter 22 with some final words of encouragement from Jesus, the
promise of his imminent tarn, and a salutation from John.

The Epistles to the Seven Churches (2:1-3:22)
Author of the Epistles (1:4 -20)

In chapter one, we learn how John, while in exile on Patmos, receives a vision from Jesus. He is
told to write down all that he will see. In gitars 2 and 3 John dictates epistles given from Jesus to
the seven churches of Asia. In this way, ashave already discusselbsus is the eauthor of the
book of RevelationThese epistles are not written by John, but are message directly from Jesus.

At the beginning of each epistle we are reminded that Jesus is the author of the message. Each
introductory salutation refers back to a character quality of Jesus which was revealed in the vision of
John in chapter 1. These qualities, besides providingiuslw a compr ehensive 1|is
roles, establish first that Jesus has the authority to speak to the churches, and secondly, is part of a
buildup which will climax in chapter 5, where Jesus is revealed as being the only one worthy to judge
the wald by opening the seal judgments.

The character qualities of Jesus are divided into four major categories: the Savior, the Almighty,
the Son of Man, and the Resurrected One.

T
T
1
1
1
1

~N OO W=

Jesus, the Savior

1 The faithful withnesg1:5)

1 The firstborn of the dead.:5)

1 Theruler of the kings of the ear{ii:5)

1 Him who loves us and releases us from our sins by His Blo&y

1 Him who made us to be a kingdom of priests to God and Fttr

© 2007 Ken Carson
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Jesus, the Almighty

1 The Alpha and Omegd.:8)
1 Who is and Who was and Who is to Co(he3)
1 The Almighty(1:8)

Jesus, the Son of Man

1 A Son of Man (1:13)

1 Clothes in a robe with a golden sash (1:13)

1 Head and hair white like wool and snow (1:14)
1 Eyes like a flame of fire (1:14)

1 Feet like glowing molten bronze (1:15)

1 Voice like the sound of manyaters (1:15)

1 Face like the shining sun (1:16)

Jesus, the Resurrected One

1 The First and the La$1:17)
1 The Living One, who rose from the dead (1:18)

1 Holds the keys of death and Hades (1:18)

9 Holds seven starts (angels of the seven churches) (1:12, 20)

1 Walks among the seven goldiemp stand$the seven churches) (1:16, 20)

John was so overwhelmed at the appearance of Jesus, that, like Isaiah in throne room of God
(Isaiah 6) and Daniel in his vision (Daniel 10:8), he finds himself prostrate, and like and@ad
without any strength. This list is not just a theological check list as to the character of Christ. John is
trying to use words and terms which should evoke in us an emotional response. By the time we get to
the end of chapter one, we should be aswkhielmed by Jesus as he was, lying prostrate at His feet.

The greatness of Christ gives Him the authority to exhort and admonish the seven churches. The
greatness of Christ gives Him the authority to stand as judge, opening the seals of judgmergrin chapt
5.

Structure of the Epistles

Each of the seven epistles to the seven churches follows a consistent structure containing five
elements:

9 Picture of Christi After announcing the recipient of the epistle, each epistle begins with a
reminder that Jesus ike author of the epistle. This is done through restatement of one of the
character qualities found in chapter 1.

9 Praise for the Churcfi Five of the seven epistles begin with the statement that Jesus either
Aknows their deeds o0 then phaises tivesn far thedr parseveranteura t i o n
good works or the perseverance in the midst of the trials. However, two churches, Sardis and
Laodicea do not receive any praise.

1 Protest against the Church Five of the seven epistles then receive a rebuke fresus.

Some have tolerated false teaching, others have become complacent in their salvation, having
lost their first love, bing neither hot nor cold, or having deeds which are dead rather than
alive. However, two churches, Smyrna and Philadelphia deenetve any rebuke.

1 A Call to Penitencé The five churches who received a protest are also called to penitence.

In each case, the church is told to repent. This repentance in each case is to be made in the
context of the imminent return of Jesus.

9 AChallegeto Prevaili Fi nal | vy, in each of the epistles,
him hear what the Spirit says to the <churc
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overcomes. 0 Each promise directly releates tc
resurrected in Jesusod6 coming kingdom.

In each message Jesus exhorts the church to stand firm in the midst of the persecution and to be
fovercomers. o Until He returns, the church wil/
become greateBut for those who trust in the Savior, the Almighty, the Son of Man who is the first
among the resurrected, there awaits at His return, the hope of the resurrection and eternal life in the
New Jerusalem.

Contents of the Epistles

Epistle to Ephesus (2:17)

The Ephesians have been diligent about their doctrine. They have tested teachers and rejected
those who were false. Specifically, they have opposed the Nicola#afiatse teaching of the first
century about which we know virtually nothingowever, whiletheir doctrine is right, their love for
God has waned. They have | eft their first | ove.
Jesus calls the Ephesian church to return to the deeds of their first love.

Epistle to Smyrna (2:811)

Smyrnais unique in that they do not receive any rebuke from Jesus. Instead, he is aware of their
tribulations at the hands of the Jews. Very likely this persecution has caused some to experience
economic hardship, for he calls them poor (although they aretiridhy. In fact, Jesus tells them that
some of them are about to be thrown into prison. He calls on them to be faithful even until death. But
though theyaremartyred, there is still hope, for Jesus is the one who was dead, and has come back to
life (2:8).

Epistle to Pergamum (2:1217)

The church in Pergamum dwells in the midst of
temple located in ancient Pergamum to the Egyptian god of the underworld. Even though one of their
members, Antipas was killedif his faith, the church has remained faithful.

However, they have not been diligent to root out false teachers. Specifically they seem to have
allowed the Nicolaitanto infiltrate their church. They are called to repent, for Jesus is the one who
has thesharp tweedged sword (2:12), and he will use this sword to make war with the false teachers.
The sword is often a symbol of the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12, Ephesians 6:17), and is therefore the
proper weapon for combating false teaching.

Epistle to Thyatira (2:1829)

The church in Thyatira, while having love and faith and perseverance, has nonetheless tolerated a
female leader of the church who is leading them into immorality and idolatry. This has evoked the
judgment of Jesus, as exhibited by his eyesdikame of fire (2:18).

In Acts 16:1415 we learn that the woman, Lydia was from Thyatira, and therefore may have
founded the church there. As such, they may have had a tradition of female leadership in the church.
However, now this female leadershigéading the church astray. God has given this Jezebel time to
repent (2:21), but she has not. As a result those who follow her will face punishment (2:23). However,
Jesus does not place any burden on those who do not follow after her (2:24).

Epistle to Sadis (3:1-6)

While there is a small faithful remnant in Sardis (3:4), most have fallen asleep in their faith. Their
faith i s dead and they have not continued on in
and Astrengthena the things that remai
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Epistle to Philadelphia (3:%13)

Like the church in Smyrna, the church in Philadelphia does not receive any rebuke. While they
are a small church with little power, they have faced great persecution from the Jews. But Jesus
promises them that the doaftheir church will never be shut, and that he will keep them safe in the
midst of the coming tribulation (3:10).

Some evangelical scholars believe the promise
be a reference to a ptébulation raptue. That is, that the church will be caught up to meet Christ
prior to the tribulation which begins in Revelation 4. This viewpoint suggests that that this is not
merely a protection during the hour of testing, but being kept completely from the houtirg. tes
Posttribulationalists, however, find the lack of a detailed description of the rapture in Revelation to
be significant.lt would seem that if the church were indeed being removed from the earth prior to
these events, it would be more carefully expd. Furthermore, there are saints who are found in the
midst of the tribulation, and the book of Revelation seems to be an encouragement to them and all
through history who suffer persecution.

Epistle to Laodicea (3:1422)

The church in Laodicea doestrmeceive any praise from Jesus, the Amen (3:14). Instead, they
are rebuked for being neither hot nor cold, but lukewarm. Laodicea, located just a few miles from
Colossae, was also located six miles from a thermal hot spring. A Roman built aqueductluarried
hot spring water to the city. After traveling six miles this water was neither hot, nor cold, but
lukewarn.

The church was lukewarm as a result of their complacency due to their wealtlicea was
indeed a wealthy city located at the cross raddwa/o major trading routes. They had thriving textile,
medical and banking industries in the late first century.

While they had material riches, their money had caused them to fail to see their need for Jesus,

and as a result, their response to Jesustey@d.J e sus 6 admonition is for t
spiritual poverty, recognizing that they are naked and poor. To solve their spiritual poverty, they
needed to obtain JesusO6 spiritual gol d angd spir

for them to humbly come back to him and admit their need for him.

*iLaodiceao fr oMeanten®avekeb site for
http://www.meandertravel.com/biblicalanatolia/biblical_anatolia.php?details=laifiive8&md=sc§
accessed March 7, 2007.
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Scene in Heaven (4:1-5:14)

Following the dictation of the epistles to the seven churches, John, in his vision, sees a doorway
into heaven (4:1). The wvuopi cleeroefdo Jseos utse tcedr ss thdw
which will take place after these things. This is a transitional marker, harkening back to 1:19, where
Jesus tells John that he will show him the things which he has seen, the things which are, and the

things which wi | take place after these things. We are
which is a look at things in the future.
John is carried in the spirit into the throne

Patmos, but his spirit is nowr heaven, sometime in the future (4:2).

The Throne in Heaven (4:1-11)

The Elements in the Throne Room (4:38a)
In heaven, John sees numerous items, each described in very symbolic terms:
The Ondvs. &)

The One sitting on the throne God the Father. éis said to have looked like jaspeistoneand
asardiug(or carnelian in NIV). Both precious stones are a form of quartz which is usually translucent.
Ancient jasper is usually deep green in color, while sardiuseep red Jasper is found in the
breagplate of the high priest (Exodus 28:20) and will be found in the walls of the New Jerusalem
(Revelation 21:18)Around the throne is an emerald colored rainbow.

The Elderqvs. 4)

Also around the throne are 24 thrones with 24 elders sitting upon Tienthrones suggest that
these elders have authority and help God to r@leme commentators believe these elders to be
angelic beings. However, most suggest that they are human beings which stand as representatives of
all the saintsPretribulationalistsstate that these 24 elders represent the newly raptured church only
now worshipping God in heaven, and that Johnos
being caught up into heaven at the beginning of the tribulation.

Seven lampéss. 5)

Before the throne are seven lamps of fire. John tells us that these are the seven Spirits of God.
That is not to say that the Holy Spirit has seven parts, but by being represented as seven it signifies
the perfection and completeness of the Holy Spirit.

Sea 6 Glass(vs. 6a)

In Hebrews we learn that the earthly Jewish tabernacle and temple were designed as models of
the heavenly tabernacl e. In Sol omond6s templ e, a
held water which was to be used for ceremon&gdhings.

Four Living Creatureqvs. 6b8a)

The term creature (or beast in KJV) is probably a misnomer. The Greek term might be more
accurately translated Aliving ones. 0 These four
(like a lion, calf,human, eagle). The comparison to the beings seen in EzekietdnhOtbe under
estimated. In the book of Numbers, each of the tribes of Israel camped on four different sides of the
tabernacle, with Judah (which is represented by a lion) on one sidairBhepresented by an ox)
on another, Reuben (represented by a man) on another, Dan (represented by an eagle) on the last
sid€. The living creatures each had six wings, which is comparable to the seraphim in Isaiah 6:2,

® John F. WalvoordThe Revelation of Jesus Chri@Ehicago: Moody Press, 1978), 110.
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which flew around the throne islai ahdés vi si on oWih Bordférences ffomone r
Isaiah and Exodus, these appear to be angelic seraphim, whose primary role is to protect and proclaim
the holiness of God.

The Events in the Throne Room (4:8b11)
The song of the Four Creaturéss. 8h9)
Like in Isaiah, the four living ones ceaselessly proclaim the holiness of God. However, while the

seraphim add to this proclamation of holiness t
they add that God is Almighty and is the onleovwas and who is and is to coridiis statement of

Godods eternality corresponds with a primary the
in all time.

The praise of the 24 Eldefgs. 10)

Whil e the four 1iving therldess fap dowrcdroatiatesnbefere &dds h o |
casting their crowns before Hi m. In 2 Timothy
awaiting him and all who |l ove Him Aon that day. (

in casting crowns dfore God, the elders are recognizing that any authority or reward ultimately is a
result of Goddés grace and not something earned.

The song of the 24 Eldefss. 11)

When casting their crowns before God, the elders proclaim that God is worthy to rdoejve g
and honor and power. These crowns represent all the glory and honor and power bestowed upon them
by God, but only God is worthy to receive this, and so they give them back unt&Gais worthy
because he is the creator and nothing would exist extapGod willed that they would exist.

In chapter four, God the Father is described in awesome terms. He is powerful, holy and
unapproachable. He is the creator who holds our very existence within His will. The angels proclaim
his holiness and his etelitg and his worthinesaretied to his role as creator.

The Scroll with the Seals (5:1-14)

In God the Fatherbés right hand is a scroll wit
is sealed with seven seals. It would have been typical waylégahdocument in the first century to
be on a doublsided scroll with a seal on one end. The seal was a way to authenticate a document,
demonstrating who had sealed the document. Only the person for whom the document was intended
would have the authoyitto break the seal and open the scroll.

In this case, however, there is no one in heaven or earth that has the authority for the seal to be
broken. This grieves John deeply. Why does this pain John so much?

The message of the book of Revelation is thatctiurch will overcome its current persecution at
the hands of the Roman government. But all of this is for naught if the scroll cannot be opened. If
there is no one who can bring about the events which will lead up to the final salvation of the church
andrescue it from its persecution, then there is no hope.

The Lion of Judah (5:1-5)

But one of the 24 elders tells John that he need not weep. Indeed there is one who can open the
scroll. It is the Lion of Judah, the root of David who has already overcomeahl open the scroll
and its seven seals. These Lion of Judah and root of David are Old Tedtamsnfior the Messiah.
I n Jacobds bl essing oXf9,hiveheln2 hseo nksl e sns eGe nleusd ash , 4
from which a will come the one whaill someday carry the scepter and rule over a time of peace and
prosperity for Israel. In Isaiah 11:10, the root of Jesse is described as the one who will gather the
nation of Israel back together for a second time (the first being after the Babyl@putvity),
bringing them into a glorious time of peace. These Messianic images of the Lion of Judah speak of a
powerfulconqueromwho will restore Israel in a time of peace.
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The Lamb that Was Slain (56-9)

But when John turns around to see this powerfuhgoering Messiah, he does not see a lion.
Instead he sees a lamb. But not just any lamb. Thislzughtered lamb. The lamb has seven horns
and seven eyes. The horns signify that the lamb has perfect or complete authority, while the seven
eyes represeihe Spirit of God, who guided the lamb.

Jesus has the authority to open the scroll, not because He is the powerful Lion of Judah who
comes to conquer and restore the kingdom to Israel. Jesus has the authority to open the scroll because

Hecametosuffeand di e. Jesusdé power and authority c¢ome
in His power or His role as judge, but in His humility and His role as our redemptive sacrifice.
To this, then, the four | i vinghidsengis gmaralelirod t he

the song in chapter 4. Except, instead of being worthy to receive glory and honor and power because
He is the one who created all things and whose very will controls our existence, now He is worthy
because He is the lamb who wiars The lamb is worthy because He was slaughtered, shamed, spit
upon, and crucified naked. The very same Roman government that was persecuting and Kkilling
Chr i st i a mdayalsomrucified the@nb of God, defeating and shaming HinBut now, the

heavenly chorus is singing a new song: Aworthy i
The Overcomers(5:10)

Why is the | amb worthy? The eelrcomedel(lvs. us) it
overcame not through power, but through humility and shame. To tiersecuted believers in
Johndés day, the message is <clear. Jesus overcan

now worthy to open the scroll. So to, then, as those persecuted, they too would overcome not by
fighting against the Romans, but bynoly experiencing the suffering.

Those who humbly overcome will receive the benefits bestowed by the slain lamb. The blood of
the lamb purchased people from every tribe and nation and made them into a new nation, a new
kingdom of priests who will reign wh the lamb upon the earth.

God, in Three Persong5:11-14)

With this proclamation, John then sees this in evidence. Thousands upon thousands of people,
those redeemed from every tribe and nation, C 0O Mme¢
recei ve blessing and honor and glory and dominion

Note how in this throne room we see God in the Trinity finally revealed. God the Father sits upon
the throne. God the Spirit represented as the seven lamps before the throne. God the Sondepresente
as the slain lamb.

Ami dst this chorus of praise, the four I|iving
fall down and worship God.

The 70" Week of Daniel (Chapters 6-18)

Overview of the 70" Week

Dani eTWesk 7 0

Six hundred years priadro Johndés vision, the prophet Dani e
God. In one vision, the angel Gabriel stated that there were 70 weeks (literally seventy sevens) left for
the nation Israel (Daniel 9:24). Sixtyne of those weeks would end with tr@gng of the Messiah
(Daniel 9:25). The Messiah would be cut off and the prince to come would then destroy Jerusalem
and the temple (Daniel 9:26). The fulfillment of those prophecies took place with the coming of Jesus
and the destruction of Jerusalemhag hand of the Romans in AD 70.

" Metzger.
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However, the rest of the prophecy, which are the events which will take place if'tweé&loare
yet to occur. I n Dmedle,lo 90277 mdiree ey @ &r sa IR0t f «
with a covenant lheveen Israel and a ruler arising from the Roman Emplidway into this period,
the covenant is broken, and the ruler ends all sacrifices and establishes an abomination in the temple.
This ruler is found also in Dagli 7:2327, and is described as a beagh ten horns who will
blaspheme God and persecute the saints for a period of 3% years. In Danidl2t13this ruler is
mentioned again, and is described as one whiaisphemous and arrogaiitl:36) will persecute
Godbés peopl e, imnofdsrae(tlcil)fprydyz yearg Atrha €nd of the 7 years, he will
be destroyed and God?©0d §12:2) ad il rest invanleverlagtieg kingelasnu r r e c t

(12:11:13).

The events of Daniel have direct correlation to the book of Revelatiorcorimections between
these two booksatrehe chronol ogi cal indicators fi42 mont hs
timesandhaib-t i me, 6 found in Revelation 11, 12 and 13.

events of Revelation688 tothetim ng wi t hi AweBkani el 6s 70

Sequence of the Judgments

Revelation 618 is structured around the disclosure of 3 sets of 7 judgments against the earth: 7
judgments contained in 7 seals on a scroll, 7 judgments contained in 7 trumpets blown by angels, and
7 judgments contained in 7 bowls poured out upon the earth.

The structure of these judgments, howeisgreatly debatedsomesuggest these judgments are
fithree differing but B%prhatis, thajudgyents arennothrseqoentialovet p e r i
the trumpets strictly following the seals and the bowls strictly following the trumpets, but
overlapping, with each set finally ending at the second coming of the Lord. The similarity in the
events of each judgment gives some credibility to this viewwpBor example, both the sixth seal and
the fourth trumpet speak of great astronomical events, such as the darkening of the sun, moon and
stars’ If the judgments overlap, the fourth trumpet may be a further development of the same events
described in thsixth seal.

However, a more natural understanding of the structure of the judgments is that latter sets of
judgments are contained in the last judgment of the previous set. That is, the seven trumpet judgments
are contained in the seventh seal, and thersbowls are contained in the seventh trumpbétis not
so much that the trumpets follow the seals, but that they are contained within the final seal. Walvoord

guotes W. G. Scroggiebs explanation oftarethei s st r
seventth seal . o

The weakness in this more sequential structur e
seem to fit within t he judgment sets. However

fiparent hetical 0 paoaspagtyveson the jadgmedts immaediatdlyfpfeeetfing.n t
So, the interlude of Chapter 7 discusses the disposition of saints during the seal judgments; chapters
10-15 give a broader perspective to the events of the trumpet judgments; and chap8wdvide
expanded detail into the bowl judgments.

The Seven Seals& Interlude (6:1-17)
The Seven Seals (6:17)

The first seal is rider on a white horse who is given a crown and sets out to cdiepusecond
seal is the red horse of wdihe remaining seals afamine, death, martyrs, and great earthquakes and
astronomical eventd. n t he Ol i vet di scour s e, Jesus describ
tribulationd as things which are merely birth

8 Merril C. Tenneylnterpreting Revelation(Grand Rapids MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1959),880

° Robert L. ThomasRevelation 822: An Exegetical CommentarfChicago: Moody Press, 1995), 527.
©walvoord, 150.

M W. G. ScroggieThe Book of Revelatipas quoted in Walvoord, 150.

2 Thomas, 537.
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Messiahs (Mdhew 24:5), war (24:Ga), famines and earthquakes (24:7b). The comparison between
this description of events and the first six seals is unmistakibhés suggests thahe first six seal
judgments take place in the first halff D a n'f weékdsdthat the remainder of the judgments
take place in the last h&lf

Jesusprophesies that after these things the abomination of desolation would take place, as
foretold in Daniel. We know from Daniel 9 that this is the 4paint of the 78 week. If then, th
signs foretold by Jesus do indeed corresgorttie first six seal judgments, then the seals are broken
in the first 42 months of the tribulation.

Assuming the events of Revelation-18 are a fuller explanation of the time during trumpet

judgments,iwoul d foll ow that the trumpet and bowl j u
70" week.

Based on the hypothesis that -3Beosrespgond taitheisealt h par
signs, the seals would then fall into the first half of the tril at i on. Jesus06 descrip

this must fall in the latter half of the 7@veek. Two of these events have corresponding items in
Revelation. In Matthew 24:14 Jesus proclaims that the gospel will be preached to the whole world,
perhaps ref@ncing the angel in Revelation 14:6ff who proclaims the gospel in a loud voice to every
nation. Secondly, Jesus then warns the Jews to run to the hills, which may match the flight of Israel to
the wilderness in Revelation 12.

The White HorseThe AntiChrist (6:1-2)

In Revelation 19, Christ comes riding on a white horse, conquering his enemies and establishing
his kingdom. At the beginning of the "7@veek a false Christ comes riding on a white horse,
conquering his enemies and attempting to establish ihgd&m. This is the one whom Daniel
describes as the fAprince of the people to comeod

The Red Horse: Wg6:3-4)

The second horseman is the result of the conquering antichrist. The result is a bloody war which
takes awy the peace.

The Black Horse: Faming:5-6)

The rider of the black horse has scales in his hand, where worldwide economic disaster comes.
Famine and economic collapse are the inevitable result of war.

The Ashen Horsdeath (6:78)
Between the war itseHind the resulting famine,omeu ar t er of t he worl dbés po
Martyrs (6:911)

For the fifth seal, the scene is now moved to heaven, where underneath the altar are the souls of
those who are martyred duri mgg tumits | pelreisaucs. wlihdy
judgment on those who have been persecuted. The vision reveals that the prayers of the persecuted
are indeed heard by God, but the time of judgment against the ersfn@ésist must wait awhile
until the last martyr is Ked.

Earthquake, moon like blood (6:41T7)

The sixth seal is a great astronomical event which results in a worldwide earthquake and large
scale volcanic events. So great are these natural disasters that people call out to die rather than go
through thesdragedies. And yet, the people are aware that these events are the judgment of God
(6:16-17).

13 3. Dwight PentecosThings to Come(Grand Rapids MI: Zondervan, 1962),8
“ Thomas, 416.
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Interlude (7:1-17)

John says that #fAafter thiso he saw four angel :
chapter 7 took place after the first six sedjut that he saw these things next. Instead, chapter 7
appears to be looking first back during the time of the first six seal8)aad the looking forward to
the time after the end of the'7@&eek (7:917).

The 144,000 (7:B)

God seals 144,000 Jewk2,000 from each tribe, to serve as his witnesses during the tribulation.
These witnesses need to be sealed in order to endure the judgments which God has begun to unleash
upon the earthilThese 144,000 will serve to bring many people during the tribul&bi faith in Jesus.

As Daniel has described the"7@eek as a week remaining for the nation of Israel, it seems that
God is using now the Jewish people rather than the church as his primary agent during this period.

If that is the case, where is theucth during this period? According to the ribulationalist, the
church has been taken to heaven before this judgment. According to thHebpdstionalist, be
distinction between the church and Israel are blurred together during this time, inh@semie way
as they were blurred during the early days of the church.

Scene in Heaven: The Multitude (719)

While the Jews may be Godbés chosen agents at t
time is universal. After these things, John seetsian of heaven again, where a multitude of people
from every nation and every language stand before the Lamb, clothed in white (signifying
ri ghteousness), with palm branches, crying out
throne andtothe a mb . o

John wonders who these people are. An elder informs him that these are the multitudes who have
come out of the great tribulation and have been washed by the blood f the lamb. No longer do they
suffer from hunger, thirst or exposure, but they noweé&dod day and night, as God wipes away
their tears.

While this vision is specifically about those who have come out of the tribulation, it is an
encouragement for persecuted believers of all time. Those who die for their faith will find salvation,
healingand service to God in heaven. He will wipe away the tears and will satisfy them so they will
no longer hunger or thirst.

The Seven Trumpets & Interludes (8:1-14:20)

The First Six Trumpets (8:1-9:21)

The seventh seal is broken in chapter 8:1, and afteni@0tes of silence, seven angels come on
the scene with seven trumpdite that the praise of the multitude also stops for 30 minutes, for the
weight of the coming judgment is so great as to silence even the multitudes and the angels from their
worship d God.

The seventh sealre the seven trumpet judgments, which most likely take place during the
seconchal f of "Dvaeek.iMarly 6f shes j0dgments correlate to the plagues on Egypt during
the time of the Exodus.

Hail & Fire (8:1-7)

The first trunpet is hail and fire, mixed with blood, which destroys-bnei r d o f the e
capacity to grow things. During the Exodus, hail and fire plagued Egypt (Exodus 9:25).

Mountain into sea (8-®)

The second trumpet is something like a mountain being casthatsea, destroying oiieird of
t he oceands s e a2llModesturned the waters af Hgypt té blddd so that the water
became undrinkable and the fish in the water were killed.
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Star in fresh Water (8:1Q1)

The third trumpet is some astamical event which caused otterd of the fresh water to be
undrinkable.

Onethird Luminaries darkened (8:123)

The fourth trumpet results in the sun, moon and stars being darkened-tiyrdn@/hile the text
does not describe how this happens, fotrake to be darkened, it is likely this is some atmospheric
event which blocks light from reaching the eafarkness was also a plague against Egypt (Exodus
10:22)

Before the last three trumpet judgments, an eagle flies between heaven and eartluritoeanno
iwoe, wWo e, woeO to those on the earth because t
There are three woes given for three remaining trumpet judgments.

Locusts from the pit (9:12)

A star falls from heaven, and a key is given to himelease from the bottomless pit an army of
|l ocust s. The star is often symbolic of angel s |
openedo) . Further mor e, |l saiah 14:12 describes S
heaven. In Luke3:31, Jesus casts a legion of demons out of a man. The demons ask that Jesus not
throw them into the abyss, but allow them to possess a herd of swine. It seems from this, that the
Afabysso is a prison where the woplest demons are k
However, it seems that with the fifth trumpet is that Satan is allowed to unlock a prison in which
the worst demons are keptowever, limitations are placed on these demons. God does not permit
them to destroy the vegetation (which is the normatrdetion of a locust), nor are they to hurt the
144,000. Furthermore, theannotkill any humans;only torture them for five months. The result is
that most people would rather die than face the torture of the locusts.
John describes the appearance hafsé locust/demons from their head to their tal@hese
demons also have a leader, whose name is Abaddon in Hebrew and Apollyn in Greek. They are
allowed to torture humanity for five months.
Note, the locusts were another of the plagues of Egypt (EXdHLE)

200 million horsemen (9:131)

The sixth trumpet (and second woe) is the release of four amgeiswould kill onethird of
humanity. Theselemonicangels have been prepared for this exact manwith these four angels
release comes also an arofy200 million horsemen. Commentaries differ as to who thesgemen
are. Some see them as human armies, where John is using figurative language to try to describe
modern implements of war. These human armies are symbolically led by four angelic figures.
However, in light of the locusts in the previous trumpet judgment, these could also be a literal army
of demons led by the four angels prepared for this moment.

Whatever the meaning of this army, the result is thattbmé of humanity is destroyed at the
hand of this army. Remember that éoarth has already been destroyed in the fifth seal judgment.
This means that at this point, half the human population has been decimated.

Nonetheless, even with this severe punishment, the rest of humanity refuspsnip and they
continued in their worship of the demons and idols (9:20) and they continued to practice their wicked
acts (9:21).

John Eats the Book (10:111)

At the end of the sixth trumpet, an angel comes to John. The angel reveals seven moregudgment

symbolized in seven thunder claps. However, John is prevented from revealing the contents of the

seven thunder judgments (10:Fhen theangel swears hat t her e wi | | be no fu
judgment (10:7), for the seventh trumpet is coming.
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Johnthen is given a little book to eat. As John ate the book, it was both sweet as honey, but it also
was bitter in his stomach. The judgment of God is b#teeet. For the persecuted, there is a hope in
knowing that God will bring judgment on those who peuse us. However, as we watch the
judgment unfold, it makes us sick to our stomach.

Ministry of the Two Witnesses (11:114)
Location of the Witnesses: The Temple-@)1

In chapter 11Johnis given a measuring rod and is told to measure the temple ofHdoghver,
in verse 2 he is told not to measure the outer
treadunderfootthe holy city for fortyt wo mo n t #w® manthFieguivglent to 3%2 years, and
purposefully demonstrates a direct liimkthe 3%z years shown in Daniel.

John is measuring an actual physical temple in
70" week. Daniel 9:27 presumes that a temple exists during this week, for the sacrifices could not be
stopped if there weneot temple in which to stop those sacrifices. A physical temple exists, and John
is called to measure it.

Some interpreters believe the temple is symbol of the cHttébwever, as the church consists
of both Jews and Gentiles, so if the temple is a sywiihe church, why are Gentiles segregated out
of the inner sanctuary of the tempfeFurthermore, if the temple is the church, who do the
worshippers represent and what is on the altar?

Whil e the existence of t he taesymbolie acti showihgi t er al
ownershipt’ The inner court belongs to God, but the outer court belongs to the Gentile nations.
Further mor e, the entire city of Jerusalem is wun
Matthew 24 that these would stille t he fAti mes$ of the Gentiles. o

Timing of the Witnesses (11:3)

Following the measuring of the temple, we are introduced to two witnesses who prophesy for
1,260 days, or 3%2yeaf$1:3)Thi s i s most | i kely t h"%weekecond 31 vy

Character of the Witnesses (116)

These witnesses wear sack cloth and have the power to protect themselves by spewing fire from
their mouthg11:5).

The witnesses can stop the rain for 3%z years and have the power to turn water in{@é bgod
These are obous allusions to Elijah, who prevented rain from falling in Israel for 3% years, and
Moses who turned the Nile to blood in Exodus. Some interpreters have conjectured that these two
witnesses are the reincarnated Elijah and M&SEkjah never died but &s caught up in a whirlwind

to heaven (2 Kings 2:11), and there is uncertai!
34:6, Jude 9), suggesting to some that they must return to earth to face death. This is probably reading
more into the passagehan i s necessary, although the tie t

certainly demonstrates the type of power these witnesses will possess.
Death of the Witnesses (111D)

When their ministry is complete, the beast (referring to the antichrist fawtdhpter 13) will kill
them (11:7) and | eave their bodies I|ying in th
c r u c ii 11:8g Eob3Y2 days (note the connection to the 3% years of their ministry) people from all

15 Johnson503.

®Warren W. WiersebeBe Victorious (Wheaton IL: Victor Books, 1986), 89.

" Wiersebe, 90.

18\Walvoord 176.

YDaniel K. Wong. #AThe T wddBiblisthecanSagagVvelsl54, JulySBpeemiset at i on 11,
1997), 34454.
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the earth rejoice and sendchaother qifts to celebrate their death (116, for they tormented the
people, not just with drought, but with their message of repentance.

The Resurrection of the Witnesses (11t4)

As the whole world watches, God raises the witnessedrom the dad and catches them up to
heaven (11:1112). This is followed by a great earthquake in Jerusalem wher¢eptie of the
population of the city is killed. The remaining nitemths of the city were terrified and attributed the
earthquake and the resurreatim God (11:13). This does not mean that they repented, but only that
they gave credit for these amazing events to God.

The Seventh Trumpet (11:1519)

Following this event, comes the third woe (11:14), which is also the seventh trumpet (Thel5).
final trumpet is the return of Christ. Finally, the kingdom of the world becomes the kingdom of Jesus.
For this, the 24 elders worship God and give thanks (117)6For all these years the nations have
rage against the saints, but now judgment has been poutedjainst them and now the kingdom is
coming and all the saints will reign with Christ (11:18). The heavenly temple is opened and there
appears a great clap of thunder, an earthquake and a great hailstorm as Jesus is about ready to be
revealed (11:19). fese final natural disasters will take place right before Jesus return as the final
warning that the time to repent is about to be complete. These events will be revealed more fully as
the seven bowl judgments in chapter 16.

But before we see this main eneéake place, John takes three chapters to explain some of the key
charactersn the book:

1 Chapter 12 Israel and Satan
1 Chapter 13 The antichrist and the false prophet
1 Chapter 14 The 144,000.

Israel and Satan (12:117)
Timing of the Events

In chapterl2, John has a vision of a pregnant woman with a crown of 12 stars and a red dragon
with 7 heads and 10 horns. The woman gives birth to a boy who is to rule all nations, and is caught up
to God and His throne. The dragon sought to persecute the childelisitcaught up to God and His
throne. So the dragon turns to persecuting the
wings of an eagle and flies to the wilderness, where she is protected and nourished by God for 1,260
days (12:6) and for ime, times, and half a time (12:14). These tweasurementare a deliberate
reference to Danields 3i years.

Identification of the Characters

Nearly all commentators recognize the child in this passage as Jesus Christ. The right to rule the
nati ona nmaovd t &f iron, o and his ascension to His
child is a symbol of Christ.

There is some debate over the identity of the woman, however. Some have believed her to be
Mary, the mother of Jesus. This seems unlikglen that there is nowhere else in scripture where
Mary is shown to have been persecuted or is in need of divine protection. Others identify the woman
with the church. However, Jesus was not born of the church.

The woman most likely represents Israel, tlagion which birthed Christ. Israéd connecéd to
the symbolism of the sun and mo¢i®?:1) in Genesis 3741, and the crown of 12 stasslikely a
referenceto the 12 tribes of Isra®@l This chapter provides perspective to the trumpet judgments and
to explain why Israel is being persecuted in the midst of these judgfMesl needs to protect the

20wWalvoord, 188.
2 Thomas, 54641.
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nation in order to have a remnant left to enter the Millennial kingdom at the end of the #years.
Those who are protected in this period would be thoseevhod ur e Dani el 6s 1, 335 ¢
the blessing of the rest in the kingddm

The dragon with seven heads and ten horns is most likely Satan. He is described as having taken
onethird of the stars (a symbol of angels). He attempts to devour Christ fitshiadvent, but since
he was unsuccessful, he persecutes Israel instead durind"tvedla

The Angelic War (12:12)

The dragon and his angels fighting against Michael and his angels. Themniseaion between
this battle between Michael anthedr agon (12: 7ff) with Michael s p
hal f of "Ovaek{Darieb12:16%®at ands equal in the angelic
and certainly not God the Father. Often God and Satan are seen as two oppositesdagtidgevil
in cosmic balance. But scripture makes it clear that Satan is a whole order of magnitude below God,
and his battle is against another archangel, not Christ.

At the end of the battle, there is no longer a place for him in heaven, and he is dowwvto the
eart h. Because these events take place in the t
and his ejection from heaven. I nstead, througho
of the saints has afforded him semccess to God in heaven (see Job 1). But now Satan can no longer
accuse the saints (12:10), for they have overcome because of the blood of the lamb (12:11).

But what is a great victory for the saints is now a woe for those on the earth (12:12), for now
Satan knows he has only 3% years left before his ultimate defeat (12:12b), and he will take it out on
those on the earth.

Persecution of the Saints (12:13)

The persecution is most intense against Israel (12:13), but God protects them with by delivering
them on the wings of an eagle to the wilderness (12:14). When Satan is frustrated in his efforts to
persecute | srael, he then turns his attention tc
the nation of Israel (12:17).

The Beast (13:118)
Identification of the Beagll3:1-3a)

The dragon in chapter 12 then stands on the seashore and watches as a beast arises out of the sea.
The beast had 7 heads, 10 horns and 10 crowns, and appeared like a leopard, a bear, and a lion. The
dragon gave authity to the beast and the beast spoke arrogant words of blasphemy for a period of 42
months.

The description of the beast is a composite of all four of the beasts Daniel saw in his vision in
Daniel 7. In addition, the blasphemy, arrogance and persecutiba séints described in Daniel 7 are
identical to the descriptions in Revelation 13. The final proof that these two visions are looking at the
same being is the connection between Daniel 6s #fi
42 monthsn Revelation 13:5.

The beast has been in power since at least the beginning of'thee@R (Daniel 9:27), but his
Satanic authority appears to be confined to the latter half of that3v@&ls corresponds with the
great blasphemies and persecutions doinrthe latter half of the tribulation in Daniel.

The beast i' s not Satan hi msel f, but Satands a
Christ. o Just as the true Chri st i's sent by God

#\Viersebe, 99.

BGregory K. Beale. fAThe Dani el i c TBaa«kByletnwa 81, f or Revel
1980), 168.

% Thomas, 127.

% pentecost, 334.
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reign. Just as the true Christ died and rose from the dead, so the antichrist receive a fatal wound and is
healed (13:3, 11, 14).

Because the beast comes as a Afaked Chri st
messenger of Satan. Itisforghi r eason t he Jesus, in the Olivet d
wi || come in my nameodo (Matthew 24:4). Very |like

the true Christ.
Authority of the BeagtL3:3b-10)

The beast will have influence andtlority over the entire world (13:3b), and the world will
worship him (13:4). But the beast will speak great words of arrogance and blaspherg).(t&5
will make war with the saints (13:7), for they will refuse to worship him (13:8).

The Be asProphst (1B:8115% e

Also arising at this time is another beast whose role is to make everyone worship the first beast
(13:1%12). He performs great signs, such as causing fire to fall from heaven (13:13), and so
convinces everyone to worship the image & bHeast (13:14). He has the authority to make these
images of the beast come to life (13:15).

The rise of the false prophet reveals the last member of the unholy Trinity. Just as God is three
persons, so Satan attempts to mimic the roles of the trinitgn $s1 the antfather, the beast is the
antichrist and the false prophet is the piirit®®. The false prophetds role
Holy Spirit is the power behind the miracles and wonders which Jesus and his follower perform, just
as the fése prophet performs miracles and wonders. The Holy Spirit points us to Christ. The false
prophet points us to the antichrist.

The Mark of the Beast (13:1)

This false prophet requires that everyone, young and old, rich and poor, to receive thetheark of
beast on their right hand or forehead. I f you ¢
economic activity. There is great conjecture as to what this mark is, from some kind of tattoo to
embedded computer chip which serves as a sub deetidlodrd.Such conjecture misses the point of
the passage. The mark of the beast is a sealing or marking in the same vein as the mark or seal of the
Holy Spirit. Just at the Spirit seals and marks those who belong to Christ (Ephesians 1:13), so the
falseprophet seals and marks those who belong to the antichrist.

The Number of the Beast (13:18)

The number of the beast is revealed as 666. To understand this number requires wisdom and
understanding. There is again much conjecture as to the significan@ntifiddtion of this number.

Most likely, the number is a numeric code known as gematria. Like Latin, Greek and Hebrew use
letters as numeric symboldust as in Roman numerals |1=1, V=5, X=10, so in Hebrew the letter
aleph=1, bet=2, gimel=3, etthis wasthe standardized way people wrote numbe&te gematria

was a well established use of this numeric where a numbers related to the various letters in the word
would be added up, resulting in a numeric code for words. The Hebrew gematria was frequently used
in the Hebrew Talmud.

Using this code, many different names have been suggested as the code for 666. Most likely,
however, this code is a referenceBimperorNerd”. If you take the Hebrew form of the words Nero
Caesarthey add up to 666. Furthermoptheae is a manuscript variance in this passage which shows
the number to be 616 rather than 666. If one uses the Latin form of Nero rather than the Hebrew form,
it adds up to 616, suggesting that at least sumbeunderstood this number to add up to Nenat, b

% pentecost337.
“’G.R.BeasleMur r ay . RieBvoeol keDtaidmary of the Later New Testament and Its Developments
ed. Ralph P. Martin and Peter H. Davids. (Downers Grove IL: Intervarsity Press, 1998).
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di dnot understand the Hebrew grammar wiuntch nece
the end of a name. Nun is the number used for fifty.

However, we must not become too confident in this identification, for two generations after the
apostleJohn, Irenaeus states that the identification of the beasts name is unknown and is not intended
to be known (see footnote 1, page 3).

The preterists use the identification of Nero as the beast as evidence that John was writing about
events in his own timeHowever, while Nero was certainly one who comes in the spirit of the
antichrist, there appears in history a number of people who seem to exhibit the spirit of the antichrist.
Even in our fathero6s generati on, eankcbristdandileeree ma n
was even some creative gematria used to make his name fit the number 666). Some biblical scholars
have suggested that Satan always has a man ready to take the role of the antichrist, because Satan
does not know when the end timedl we?®. Nonetheless, the antichrist will be one who comes in the
spirit of Nero and who persecutes the saints in the vein of Nero.

The 144,000 (14:15)

The third group from the 7oweek,who are explained in more detail, are the 144,000 witnesses.
These vithesses were first introduced in chapter 7 as Jews from all 12 tribes of Israel. In contrast to
the mark of the beast, these 144,000 are marked on the forehead with the name of Christ and the name
of God. They were alone given a song to sing (14:3) iis@maf God. They are celibate, were without
lies, and were blameless.

The Announcements from Heaven (14:20)

Following the further identification of the 144,000, there segeral announcements made by
seven angels:

The gospel is proclaimed by an angel:@7). (See Matthew 24:14)

The fall of Babylon is announced by an angel (14:8).

The wrath against those who worship the beast is announced by an ang&Pj14:9

Blessing on those who are martyred (14:13).

Announcement of the coming of the first reaplee, $on of Man (14:146).

The angel with the sickle (14:17).

The angel with power over fire commands the prior angel to press the grapes of wrath (14:18
20).

The Seven Bowls & Interludes (15:1-18:24)
The Seven Bowls (8:1-21)

The last seven judgments argoat to be poured out. Here in chapter 15 they are called seven
plagues, and they are the last of the judgments before the wrath of God is finished and Christ returns
(15:1). But first, those who were martyred sang a song of victory over the beast. déssribed as
the song of Moses and the song of the lamb (1%@&)Jowing the song, the seven angels holding
seven bowls containing seven plagues come on the scene as the temple of the Lord fills with smoke
(15:58).

Sores (16:12)

Those who have the maok the beast are plagued with sores. This is a real physicant
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Sea to blood (16:3)

Everything in the sea dies. Previously géhigd of the oceans were rendered uninhabitable. Now
the rest of the oceans are destroyed.

Rivers to blood (16:¥)

Previaisly onethird of the fresh water became undrinkable. Now all the fresh water is
undrinkable, having been turned to blood. The angel says this is a just judgment, for the world had
spilled the blood of the martyrs, so it is appropriate for the watertiarbed to blood.

Scorching sun (16:8)

With no drinking water left, God turns up the thermostat and removes protection from the sun.
Yet even in the midst of this judgment, people refuse to repent and they blaspheme God.

Beast kingdom darkened (16:1Q)

The kingdom of the beast becomes darkened. Yet the people, still with their sores, do not repent,
but continue in their blasphemy.

Euphrates dry (16:1-26)

The Euphrates River dries up so that the kings of the east may cross as part of the coming great
batle of Armageddon. Here, the whole world will gather together an army to fight against the Lord.

Destruction of Babylon (16:121)

The seventh bowl is a great earthquake unlike any ever encountered on the earth. Each of the sets
of seven judgments ends tvian earthquake (8:5, 11:19). This gives credence to the interpretive idea
that the seventh judgments all end simultaneously at this moment. The progression and pace of the
judgment is increasingly frequentheaasgine@emtd fturns
As we near the coming of Christ, however, we see three great events take place as part of the final
judgment:

1 The great city of Babylon is destroyed in the earthquake (16:19).

1 Island and mountains are destroyed in the earthquake as majgrapbpical shifts take place
on the earth (16:20).

i Giant hailstones (weighing 100 Ibs. each) fall to the earth (16:21).

And yet, at the end, people continue to blaspheme God because of the severity of the judgment.

With the end of the judgments, we nowaairmhe climax of the book. The Revelation of Jesus
Christ is about to take place. All of heaven is anticipating this moment. Back in Revelatiorl21:15
we see this anticipation the elders as they worship God:

We give thanks, O Lord God, the Almightsho are and who
were, because You have taken your great power and have begun to
reign. And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the
time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your
bondservants the prophets and the saints #mase who fear Your
name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the
earth.
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The Fall of Babylon (17:1-18:24)

Chapters 17 and 18 are a parenthetical interlude. While the timeline of Revelation moves straight
from the final bowl judgmeninto the return of Christ, before the advent is revealed, John sees two
visions: a vision of a woman riding a beast (chapter 17) and a vision of an angel in heaven poetically
describing the fall of Babylon (chapter 18).

Description of Babylon(17:1-18)
TheVision (17:16)

One of the angels pouring out a bowl judgment calls on John to come and see the judgment of the
figreat harlot. o This vision is an expansion of
(16:1721). So John is carried away in tB@irit out of the throne room of heaven into a desert
wilderness. There he sees a scarlet beast with seven heads, ten horns and full of blasphemous names
(17:3b). The number of horns and heads reveal this beast to be the antichrist of Revelation 13 and
Daniel 7.

Riding this beast is a woman clothed in purple and scarlet and adorned with gold and precious
jewels. These are symbols of wealth. In her hand is a gold cup which holds her abominations and her
immorality. On her forehead is written a mysteriousmnaaBabylon the Great, Mother of Harlots,

Mother of Abominations. John describes this woman as drunk on the blood of the saints.

The Interpretation (17:-1.3)

John is perplexed by this vision. But the angel guiding John through this vision will explain the
mystery of the woman and the beast (17:7).

The beast was, is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss. This probably refers to the fake
resurrection of the antichrist (ségentification of the BeasiChapter 13). This pseudesurrection
will cause mn-believers to wonder.

The beast s seven heads are seven mountains or
the seven kings, 5 have fallen, 1 is currently reigning, and one is yet to come. There will also be an
eighth king, who is actually a resation of one of the first seven kings.

The beastds ten horns represent ten kings who
power over to the beast.

While the angel has interpreted the beast for John, there is much conjecture as to the
identification of the woman identified as Babylon and the beast on which she rides. Here are some of

the more popular understandings:

1 Babylon as the Actual City of Babylorin Genesis 11, Babylon was the location where the
entirety of humanity gathered touild a city in rebellion to God. Babylon was also an
oppressor of Godbés people when taking |Israe
resurgnt Babylon will arise from whence will come the beast. This was a popular viewpoint
while Saddam Hussein wasling Iraq because Hussein was in the process of rebuilding the
ancient buildings of Babylgn

9 Babylon as the City of Jerusalémlerusalem has already been shown to be a focal point of
the events in Revelation (11:7). Jerusalem can be said to resseyem hills. The church
was actively persecuted by the authorities in Jerusalem. The beast will try to set up his throne
in the temple in Jerusalem.

1 Babylon as America Because America has defeated the lands of ancient Babylon, America
has inherited thatte. Only the United States currently has the military and economic might
which can be said to fruled over the rest of

®ABabyl on: Why t he Co nHttp/svivezionndinisttylcamibebrylondtinhcoesséd s i t e :
March 20, 2007)

®HAmerica, the Babylomn:d AmeBibdosabDe Priopphekyr &t ¢ | nt e
http://www.americathebabylon.cqrmaccessed March 20, 2007).

© 2007 Ken Carson


http://www.zionministry.com/babylon.html
http://www.americathebabylon.com/

Page 24 Winter 2007 Revelation

1 Babylon as Rome The Roman Empire is consistently presented in Revelation as oppressing
authority which the church will oveome. The beast is described in Daniel as arising out of a
kingdom readily identified by scholars as the Roman Empire. The city of Rome famously sits
upon seven hills. Scholars have identified the seven kings as seven emperors ruling up to the
time of thewriting of Revelation (although different scholars use different emperors to fit
this). The Roman Empire was, is not, but will come again in a resurgent empire which will
astound people in its rise. Peter, in his first epistle, cryptically calls theotifgome,
Babylon, suggesting this was a well known pseudonym.

1 Babylon as the Roman Catholic ChurictBecause the Catholichurchis headquartered in
Rome, all the same arguments for Babylon as Rome apply to this interpretation. The Roman
church, however,si considered to be the resurgent Roman Empire, with the Pope being
identified as the beast. This was the viewpoint of the reformers andPnuasstantsip until
the most recent century.

1 Babylon as &eneralWorld Systeni Babylon is a symbolic picture @ coming onevorld
political and religious system united under the rule of the beast. This system has its roots
throughout history as the pervasive system of evil which will ultimately be culminated in a
centralized city and actual person. This viewpaimtld be combined with any of the above
viewpoints as well.

Of these, the city of Rome seems to be the most natural reading. But this resurgent Roman
Empire will come in the spirit of those who built the tower of Babel and the ancient Babylonian
Empire. The woman symbolizes this political authority which is ruled by the antichrist and his ten
subject kings.

The Victory (17:1418)

While the exact identification of Babylon is up for debate, her final destruction along with the
beast is not. The beast will wagvar with the lamb, but the lamb will be victorious, for while
revealed as lamb in the first advent, in tHigecond AdvenChrist will be revealed as the Lord of
lords and the King of kings.

The city is said to sit on many waters, which the angel idestifs the many nations of the earth.
While the woman is useful to the beast for awhile, he and the ten kings hate the harlot and will
ultimately destroy her as he leads her to war against the lamb. This, according to the angel, is all part
of Go d Gesjudgmierit plam for Babylon.

Destruction of Babylon(18:1-24)
Destruction Announced (189)

After the angel interprets the vision, another angel comes from heaven and cries out with a loud
Vvoi ce, AFal |, fall en i s Babyng then comidgedest@ictienaof ! 6 Th
Babylon, as she will be judged for her immorality. Those belonging to God are exhorted to come out
of her (18:4) for she is about to be judged for her arrogance (18:7). The coming judgment will include
pestilence, famine andhaultimate destruction of fire, all found in the seventh bowl judgment in
chapter 16.

Destruction Lamented (18:120)

Those who have benefitted by the power and wealth of Babylon will lament her destruction.
First the kings of the earth who allied themssl with her will weep and lament for her
destruction (18:9.0), saying:

Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! For in one
hour your judgment has come. (Revelation 18:10)
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The merchants who benefitted from the economic prosperity of Babylbrvegjp and mourn,
for without her prosperity there will be no one to buy their luxury goods (1B7&) They too will
proclaim:

Wo e , WO e, the great cityeée for i n one ho
been laid waste. (Revelation 18:17a)

Finally the merchant mene will weep and mourn at the destruction of Babylon, for they and
their ships had become wealthy by trading with her. They complete the lament, saying:

Wo e , WO e, the great citye for i n one h
waste. (Revelation 18:19)

In all three we s , the emphasis is on how quickly her
the city has been destroyed as the beast leads her towards her ruin by waging war against the lamb.

But one group does not lament her passing. The angel calls on all thosavénhthe saints,
apostles and prophets, to rejoice at the destruction of Babylon (18:20).

Destruction Described (18:223a)

The destruction of Babylon is illustrated by another strong angel who throws a millstone into the
sea. Babylon will be violentlyastroyed (18:21) and no longer will musicians, artists or entrepreneurs
be heard any longer (18:22).

Cause of th®estruction 18:23b24)
Babylon has been destroyed because of two factors:

1 She deceived the nations by her sorcery (18:23b)
1 She persecutedétsaints (18:24)

The Revelation of JesusChrist (19:1-22:5)

Chapter 19 is the climax of the book of Revelation. All that has happened up to this point is in
anticipation of the event in this chapter. Heaven rejoices in anticipation of this chapter archdpt
and chapters 15. The very preface of the book in chapter 1 anticipates this moment. More than that,
this chapter is not just the climax of the book of Revelation, but the climax of the entirety of the bible.
It is the momentPaul saysfor whichall creaion has been eagerly longing (Romans 8:19).

This chapter is the fullness tfe revelatiorof Jesus Christ. Jesus is finally shown to be who he
is: the King of kings and the Lord of lords.

The Second Coming of Christ (19:1-21)

The Call to Praise (B:1-6)

The revelation of Jesus begins with a loud song of praise in heaven. The song is sung by a loud
voice of the multitudes, and sounds like roaring waters and thunder peals. The song contains four
proclamations of fhal |l ettenip@reek, dhis Whndiis adgranflieratioei odt i o n
the Hebrew phrase meaning, APrai se Yahweh! o Thi
New Testament It is not praise itself, but a call for all of heaven and earth to praise God, for Jesus is
abaut to be revealed.

Hallelujah, for He has judged the great harlot and avenged the blood of his servan?3 (19:1
Hallelujah, for her (Babylon) smoke rises up forever (19:3)

The el ders and |iving creatures re$)pond, A Am
Hallelujah, for the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns (19:6)
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The Marriage Feast (19:710)

Themultitudes continués rejoicing, for now the marriage feast of the Lamb has come. The bride
has made herself ready. She is clothed in her righteous ratthea invitations have gone out, and
marriage feast is about to begin.
In the first century, marriage wasanger process. Marriages were almost always arranged by
the families. After negotiating the dowry, the couple entered eh betrothal periodasth for about
12 months, during which time the groom would go and prepare the home in which they would live
while the bridebés family prepared for the weddir
The wedding itself began with the bride dressing up in fine clothes and jewetsthiEhgroom
would begin the wedding procession. He set out with his friends from the home he has set up to the
home of the bridebs parents. A procession then
he has established. The whole company samgsdances as the newly wed couple return to their new
home.
Once in the house, the bride and groom entered under a canopy, where they would preside over
the wedding feast. This feast included much eating and drinking, and may last for up to seven days.
Finally, the bride and groom would consummate the wedding.
At the first advent, Jesus came to arrange the marriage with his bride, the church. The church had
no dowry to pay, so Jesus paid it with his blood on the cross. He then ascended to heaven, for:

If | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
receive you to Myself, that wherain,there you may be also (John
14:3).

The trials and sufferings has purified and prepared the bride, the church. She is now adorned in
fine clothing. Jesus is noweady to return to take his bride and lead the processional back to the home
he has prepared and where the wedding feast has been prepared.

The Advent of the Christ (19:1116)

With the stage set, the curtain now opens, and we see the Revelation @@liesiidHere He is
in His full glory and in His greatness:

1 He sits on a white horse, the sign of a conqueror (19:11). Contrast this with the white horse

the false Christ rode in chapter 6.

He is called faithful and true (19:11).

He judged and wages warrighteousness (19:11).

His eyes are flames of fire (19:12).

His head has many diadems (19:12).

He has a name written on Him which no one knows (19:12)

He is clothed in a blood drenched robe (19:13). This blood could either be his blood, shed on

the crosspr more likely, the blood of his enemies.

He is calledhe Word of Go@19:13)

He leads the armies of heaven (19:14). But this army is clothed in linen. What kind of an

army wears linen? This army will not have to fight, for Jesus will carry the battteliim

 He has a sword which comes from his mouth, from which he will strike down the nations and
rule with an iron rod (19:15). The sword from His mouth may suggest that the only weapon
He must use are his words. Ake Word of Godust as He was able toeate the world with
just his word, so Jesus can destroy and defeat the nations with a single word. His name is
embroidered on the robe and is tattooed on his tHgNG OF KINGS AND LORD OF
LORDS(19:16).
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There are three names mentioned in this revelafibe first is a name written on Him which no
one knows (19:12). The second namé¢his Word of God19:13). The third name iKing of kings
and Lord of lordq19:16).

The Final Battle (19:1721)

Now an angel proclaims to all the birds that there wilatsecond feast. This is not the marriage
feast of the lamb, but a feast for all the vultures, for the carnage at the end of this battle will be great.

The beast and all the kings of the earth gather ad are ready to make war against the returning
Christ. Havever, the battle is over before it begins. The beast and the false prophet are seized and
thrown alive into the lake of fire. The rest of the armies are killed and left for the vultures.

While the revelation of Jesus is the climax, the great battle aghmdeast and armies of the
world are rather antilimatic. There is no great struggle, no great heroic efforts by the armies of God
to defeat the swarming armies of the beast. The battle is over before it really even getsTsgarted.
King of kings andLord of lords arrives on the scene, the sword comes from his mouth and all the
power and might of the earth are defeated by the Word of God.

The Millennium (20:1 -15)

With the armies of the earth defeated, this ushers in a period of time known as thaiumille
named for the onthousand years mentioned in verses 20:3

ThousandYearsof Sat anbs Qaptivity (20: 1

The Millennium begins with Satan being seized and being imprisoned in the abyss so that the
nations might not be deceived during this periodwelver, at the end of this time, he must be
released for a short time.

The First and Second Resurrections (20:40)

During this millennial period, the martyrs and those who did not worship the beast will be raised
from the dead and will reign with Christer the earth. This is tHest resurrection (20:4). The rest of
the dead will not come back to life until after the millennium is completémse in the first
resurrection will have reign as priests of God. Those who are not will be also be raiséefidead
in what is called, not the second resurrection, but the second death.

The Viewpoints of the Millennium

Amillennialism

Amillennialists do not believe in a literal 1,098ar reign of Christ with Israel. Because Israel
rejected Christ, the church$ieeplaced Israel and is now inheriting the promises of Israel. Therefore,
the millennium is being fulfilled symbolically
The Tribulation is viewed either as the struggles of the Church throughoatyhistis seen being
fulfilled in the destruction of the temple in AD 70 (see the preterist view).

This is the predominant viewpoint in Christianity. It was first articulated by Augustine, and
remains the viewpoint of Roman Catholics and the reformed ichurc

Most scriptures do not show any interval between the coming of the Christ and the judgment, as
is necessary in a literal interpretation of the Millennium. Furthermore, the book of Revelation uses
many numeric symbols, and the number 1,000 may meanymergla r eal 'y | ong t i me.

Postmillennialism

Postmillennialism believes that the Church will bring about the millennium prior to the return of
Christ. As the Church works to accomplish its mission to bring the world to Christ and thereby brings
about sociajustice and peace, the Church will create the millennial reign of Christ, after which Christ
will return. The Tribulation is seen to have already been fulfilled either in the destruction of the
temple (preterism) or in the struggles of the church througdtstory.
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This was a popular viewpoint in the early"2@ntury as the Church was refocused on missionary
work and social action, and technology was making impact on eliminating disease. This viewpoint all
but died out with two world wars and a great r@sgion.

The scripture does indicate that the kingdom of God will continue to grow and eventually
transform the entire world (Matthew 13:3B), and that the Church will continue to be built and not
be overcome by Satan (Matthew 16:18). However, this wawpvas more developed out of an
optimistic view of history and the missionary zeal found early in the last century.

Premillennialism

Premillennialist believe that the millennium is the literal reign of Christ with Israel over all the
earth. This is a tie of great peace and prosperity for the entire earth, but in particular in Israel. This
is distinct from the New Heaven and New Earth (chapterg22las both believers and unbelievers
will live in this new era. The Church will have already been reswdeghd will reign with Christ at
this time.

This was the viewpoint of the early church. Today it is held by dispensationalists, Baptists, and
most evangelicals. This viewpoint is the plainest interpretation of Revelation 20 and matches with
much of the Oldlrestament prophecies regarding the future of the nation of Israel.

Viewpoints of the Rapture

According to Revelation 20, it appears that those raised in the first resurrection are merely those
who lived (or died) in the great tribulation. What about thed® died previous to that? Paul
addresses this in 1 Thessalonians 4Z6where it is revealed that the dead in Christ will rise first
and then those who are alive wild/l be caught wup
silence on thisyent has resulted in a theological debate as to when this event takes place.

Pre-tribulation

Pretribulationalists believe that prior to the coming Great Tribulation, Christ will hasexeet
coming, where He gathers His Church and takes them to heaesingd only unbelievers to go
through the tribulation. This removal of the Ch
primary focus. Many will be saved during ttrébulation including all of Israel. At the end of the
tribulation, Christ eturns with His church, raises those who died in Christ during the Tribulation and
those who survived the Tribulation will enter the time of the Millennium inglorified bodies.

The pretribulational viewpoint, then, sees three resurrections: 1) téssaised at the rapture,

2) the saints who died in the tribulation raised at the second coming, and 3) unbelievers raised at the
end of the millennium.

There are several scriptures that indicate that believers will not experience the wrath of God (1
Thesalonians 2:10, Revelation 3:10), which is taken to mean the Tribulation. In addition, after
Revelation 3, the Church is not mentioned in the book of Revelation. Finally, the millennium is
populated by people who do not have glorified bodies (and actiall5ee Isaiah 65:202). If the
rapture takes place at the end of the tribulation and all those who are saved receive glorified bodies,
who then populates the earth during the millennium?

Mid-Tribulation

This viewpoint is very similar to preibulation viewpoint, except that the rapture is seen to take
place 3 ¥z years into the Tribulation rather than at the outset. There is a lot of emphasis on the second
half of the Tribulation (Daniel 9:27), and there seems to be some significant events take place at t
midpoint.

PostTribulation

Post Tribulationalists believe that the rapture and the return of Christ are the same thing. There is
no overt indication in scripture ofsecretreturn of Christ. One would have to have a preconceived
theological system teeadin a pretribulational rapture into 1 Thessalonians. This viewpoint has been
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the longstanding viewpoint of the church, and-fpifeulationalism has only developed since the rise
of dispensationalism in the late"™entury.

The passages referring tioe church of God not facing the wrath of God can just as easily be
interpreted to mean the final judgment, or that God will provide divine protection for the church in
the midst of the tribulation. Furthermore, Jesus, in Matthew 24 seems to indicdkedithadrs will go
through the tribulation.

Finally, in ancient times, when a victorious general returned from winning a great battle, the
people of the city would go out from the city and meet the conqueror outside the gates of the city and
join him in histriumphal procession as he entered into the city. The events of 1 Thessalonians 4,
where the saints are fAcaught wupo and meet the 1
those saints remaining alive on the earth at the end of the tribuktimigo out and join the army of
Christ has he returns to earth victorious and ready to set up his throne.

The Great White Throne (20:1115)

Regardless of the timing, al | Christians agr ece
and t h ehisis¢ha @readbWhite Throne of judgment on which Christ sits and which no one can
escape (20:11). All the dead will rise (20:13) and stand before the throne and they will be judged
according to their deeds (20:12). Those whose names are not foundaokhef life are thrown into
the lake of fire (20:15). Then death and Hades itself is also thrown into the lake of fire (20:14).

Those who were raised in the first resurrection, however, do not face the Great White Throne.

Their names are in the book dielj and they are ruling and judging with Christ! For these, the second
death has no power (20:6)

The New Heaven and Earth (21:1-22:5)
New Heaven and Earth Created (21:B)

John then is shown a new heaven and a new earth. The old heaven and earth hheavpgsse
The New Jerusalem comes down from heaven and is placed on the neviNeartiGod will dwell
with man on the new earth, and there will be no tears, no death and no sadness. All things will be
made new.

With this, Jesus pheclAdipma @ahtd tdhedOmegal camMot
for Jesus will provide the water of life without cost. He who overcomes will dwell in the New
Jerusalem, and He will be our God, and we His sons and daughters.

The New Jerusalem Described (21:922:5)
New &rusalem is Physical, Not Symbolic

The New Earth and the New Jerusalem are physical places. When Jesus returns, we inherit a new
physical body which is like the body of Jesus after the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15). We will live
with this new perfecteddaly in a physical city on a new physical earth. Many see the description of
the New Jerusalem as merely symbolic, with the city descending from heaven as a bride meaning that
the city is a symbol of the church. Note how the city is built on the foundafidhe apostles.
However, the detailed description and the exact measurement of treugggsthat, the city has
space and dimension. Those physical attributes certainly have symbolic value, but that does not mean
this description does not describe atual physical place to be created in the future.

The Physical Attributes

The physical attributes of the New Jerusalem are described in detail in the rest of chapter 21 and
the first part of chapter 22.

9 It contains the glory of God, looking like jasped(2 1 1) . Godbés glory is de
like jasper also in chapter 4.
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1 The city has 12 gates, three on each side of the city. The gates represent the 12 tribes of
Israel. The gates are guarded by 12 angels (211312

The city is built on 12 foundationshich represent the 12 apost{gs:14)

The city is a square, with each wa,000 stadia (approximately 1500 miles) in length and in
height (21:15). That would make each gate be 1,000 stadia (125 miles) apart from each other.
1 The city walls are onlyt44 (12x12) cubits (216 feet) high (21:16). Note in verse 15, the city
itself is a cube, and is 1500 miles high. But the walls of the city are only 216 feet tall.

The walls are built of jasper and the city of pure, clear gold (21:18).

The foundations are aale of numerous varieties of gemstones (229

The gates are made out of giant pearls. Twelve pearls for twelve gats (21:21).

The streets are paved with pure, transparent gold (21:21).

A river filled with the wa pbwnthesirtet(R22j.e wi | |
Alongside the banks of the river will grow is the tree of life, which grows a different fruit
each month of the year (22:2). The fruit will heal the nations.

= =4

=4 =4 =8 =8 -8 -9

A Restoration of Creation

The new heaven and earth are a restorationhaft i6od intended in the creation of this earth.
God does not change his program when humanity falls. Instead he just finds another path to
accomplish the same agenda. Namely, God desires to have the image of God dwell with Him on the
earth. The new heaveand earth is therefore a restoration of the state that God originally desired in
the garden.

(Acts 3:21 NASB) ...heaven must receive (Christ) until the
period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the
mouth of His holy prophets from anci¢ime.

(Romans 8:121 NASB) For the anxious longing of the creation
waits eagerly for the revealing of t he
itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the
freedom of the glory of the children of God.

The nav heaven and earth therefore is a physical place where we will dwell with physical (albeit
glorified) bodies forever. Like Adam and Eve, believers will have the responsibility to exercise
dominion over the earth (Genesis 2. Believers will have respsibility to administer the reign
of God on the earth (Matthew 25:22, 1 Corinthians 6:3). We will grow and learn and live much as
we do now.

God will always have something more to teach man, and man
will always have something more to learn from Gfhcknaeus, AD
130-202)*

The Dwelling Place of God

Mostimportant howeverjs that God will dwell in the city. Because God dwells in the city, there
are things which are not needed. First, there is no need for a temple, for God and the Lamb are the
temple(21 22) . Second, there is no need for a sun
the whole city (21:2322:53. Furthermorethe entire earth and all the nations will walk in the light of
God (21:24, 26). Therefore, there will be no night arelgates of the city will never close (21:25),
because there is no evil to keep out (21:27).

As a result, there will no longer be any curse (22:3), and the-demdnts of God will serve him
day and night, reigning with him forever and ever (BR:5

%2 TheTheology Notebook Ecclesiology and EschatologyDallas TX: Biblical Studies Press, 2005,
accessed May 24, 2006; available frdrtp://www.bible.org; Internet), 146.
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