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Author  

Isaiah 1:1 informs us that this book is a record of the visions of Isaiah, the son of Amoz. Isaiah 
was probably born to an influential upper class family, because he had access to the King1. (Is 7:3-4, 
8:2, 30:1-7, 36-36). He was married to a prophet and had two children. (7:3, 8:3). He probably was a 
scribe in the employee of Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:22).. Tradition states he was executed under the 
reign of the evil king, Manasseh. 

As will be discussed in the structure section below, the book of Isaiah divides between chapters 
1-40 and 41-66. The first section deals primarily with the nations of Israel and Judah at the time of 
the threat of invasion from Assyria. The second section deals with the nation in exile in Babylon, and 
in Isaiah 45:1. the writer states that Cyrus of Persia would free Israel from its Babylonian exile.. For 
this reason, all but the most conservative scholars assume that chapters 41-66 were not written by 
Isaiah, but were written by an anonymous post-exilic author using Isaiah as a pseudonym. The 
supposed author of the second section is called “Deutero-Isaiah,”  or second-Isaiah. 

However, if one believes in the inspiration of the scripture, the mention by name of a king who 
would free Israel from exile two centuries prior to the even, shouldn’ t force us to assume a second 
Isaiah. Furthermore, the second section of the book does focus more on Babylon, the first half of the 
book also has much to say about the judgment of Babylon. Finally, while there may be some stylistic, 
vocabulary and grammatical differences between the two sections of the book, these are insignificant 
and are outweighed by the similarities2. 

Date 

According to 1:1, Isaiah wrote the book during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. 
This represents the major part of the 8th century BC. 

Events in Israel 

The northern kingdom of Israel was ruled by King Jeroboam II during the reign of King Uzziah, 
and was experiencing a military and economic revival. However, following Jeroboam’s death, Israel 
went into a downward spiral. The kingdom was in political chaos, with kings frequently being 
assassinated. The nation had rejected the worship of God and adopted the pagan practices of their 
neighbors. This included human sacrifice and temple prostitution. 

Because of the rebellion of the northern kingdom, God allowed Assyria to slowly captured the 
nation. First under the Assyrian king, Tiglath-Pilasser, Assyria captured Galilee and northern Israel 
in 740 BC. Finally the Assyrian king Shalmaneser brought about the fall of the Israelite capital, 
Samaria, in 722 BC, taking the inhabitants of the northern kingdom in exile.  

                                                      
1 David Malick. An Introduction to Isaiah.  (http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=912). 
2 Barry Davis. “ Isaiah.”  Unpublished classnotes to BIB 502, Isaiah thru Malachi. (Portland: Multnomah 

Biblical Seminary, 2004), 5. 
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Events in Judah 

The Judean king Uzziah sought after God. He developed a sophisticated army and was 
economically very prosperous. However, as Uzziah grew in strength and prosperity he quit trusting 
God. God struck him with leprosy after he arrogantly performed a temple ritual reserved for the 
priests. 

Jotham, his son, ruled while he had leprosy. But while Jotham followed God, the people were 
corrupt and increasingly followed the pagan religion. 

The next king, Ahaz rejected God and tried to build an alliance with Tiglath-Pilasser of Assyria. 
While he was helped militarily, he taxed the people and gave away the temple treasury to keep 
Assyria happy. 

The next king, Hezekiah, however, followed God and eliminated destroyed the pagan temples. 
However, militarily Judah was weak and faced a formidable enemy in Assyria, which was a constant 
threat in the north. 

Audience 

Isaiah is writing primarily to the nations of Israel and Judah who are increasingly under the threat 
of invasion from the Assyrian empire. The nations have both rejected the worship of God and are 
increasingly relying on pagan religion and military strength for their salvation. Isaiah is also, 
however, writing to the generation which will be in exile, awaiting the hope of return to the Promised 
Land. 

� 
 � � � 
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As previously mentioned, Isaiah is divided into two major sections: 

·  Chapters 1-39 deal with the threat to Israel and Judah from the Assyrians. 
·  Chapters 40-66 present a hope for deliverance from the coming Babylonian captivity. 

The first section of the book has four major sections: 

1. Chapters 1-6 serve as a “mini-book” 3 summarizing the major themes of the entire book. 
2. Chapters 7-12 report the interaction between Isaiah and King Ahaz during the threat of 

invasion by the allied forces of Israel and Aram (Syria). 
3. Chapters 13-27 contain a series of oracles against various nations. 
4. Chapters 28-40 report the interaction between Isaiah and King Hezekiah during the threat of 

invasion by Assyria. 

The second section of the book has three major sections: 

1. Chapters 41-48 predict the deliverance of God’s people from exile in Babylon by Cyrus. 
2. Chapters 49-59 predict the deliverance of God’s people from their sins by the Messiah. 
3. Chapters 60-66 predict the deliverance of God’s people to future glory by the Messiah. 
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3 Albert Baylis. From Creation to the Cross. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 288. 
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The book of Isaiah serves as a warning to the kingdom of Judah to not arrogantly trust in their 

own strength in the midst of crisis, but to trust in the Holy One of Israel who will bring about 
deliverance from Assyria, from the Babylonian exile, and ultimately from their sins. 

� � 	 � 	 �
There is condemnation for those who arrogantly place their trust in their own might. There is 

deliverance for those who humbly place their trust in the Holy One of Israel. 

Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm 
ruling for Him. Behold, His reward is with Him And His recompense 
before Him. Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He 
will gather the lambs And carry them in His bosom; He will gently 
lead the nursing ewes.  (Isaiah 40:10-11) 

Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been declared 
to you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the 
foundations of the earth? It is He who sits above the circle of the 
earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out 
the heavens like a curtain And spreads them out like a tent to dwell 
in. He it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes the judges of 
the earth meaningless. (Isaiah 40:21-23) 

#� � " � 	 � 
 �� ��
 � 	 �$ � 
 �� � �%&� � � 
 	 � � �' �( �) � *�

� � 	 �� � �� 	 �� ���� � � 	 ��+ �#� � � � �%&� � � 
 	 � � �' �( �� *�
God’s Case Against His People (Chapter  1) 

The first five chapters of Isaiah serve as a summary of the entire book. These chapters stand-
alone in what Baylis calls a “mini-book,”  capturing all the major themes of Isaiah. 

In chapter 1 God calls on all of heaven and earth to hear is case against his people (1:2). His 
people do not know Him (1:3), and they have abandoned Him, despised Him, and turned away from 
Him (1:4). Therefore God is justified in bringing judgment against His people (1:5-9). 

God then calls upon His people, not to be more religious, but to repent of their sins. Israel was a 
very religious nation, giving sacrifices unto the Lord (1:11) and celebrating the festivals and the 
Sabbath (1:13-14). But they hated justice (1:12) and were violent people (1:15b). Instead of more 
religious ceremony, God calls on His people to repent, stop doing evil and start seeking justice fro 
the widow and the orphan (1:16-17). 

If His people did repent, then Yahweh promised to forgive them of their sins and bring them 
prosperity in the land (1:19). If they did not repent, they would be conquered militarily (1:20). 

"Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, 
"Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; 
Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool. "If you 
consent and obey, You will eat the best of the land; "But if you 
refuse and rebel, You will be devoured by the sword." Truly, the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken. (Isaiah 1:18-20) 

Isaiah 53 will detail the mechanism of this forgiveness as it comes through the death and 
suffering of the coming Messiah. 
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The Restoration of the People 

While judgment would come to God’s people, Isaiah tells of a time of restoration. In Isaiah 4, 
those who survive the judgment will return to the Lord and will be made holy (4:3). In an allusion to 
the Exodus, the Lord will then come and dwell over Zion in the form of a cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night (4:5). In those days, God will dwell on Zion, the mountain of Yahweh, reigning over all 
the nations of the earth in a time of great peace and prosperity (2:1-4). Therefore, Isaiah calls upon 
Israel to “walk in the light of Yahweh”  (2:5) now rather than wait until this restoration. 

Isaiah 59-66 provide details to this time of restoration, including a description of the return from 
exile (chapter 60) and the creation of a new heaven and new earth (65:17-24) 

God’s Judgment of the Proud 

Isaiah condemns Judah’s military, judicial, religious and civic leaders (3:2-4), for they have 
exploited the poor (3:14-15). Isaiah also condemn the arrogant and materialistic women of Jerusalem 
(3:16-17). Because they have oppressed the humble, God will humble the proud (2:11-17).  

In chapter 5 Isaiah tells the parable of the vineyard. God planted a beautiful vineyard, and 
surrounded it with a hedge and a protected it with at watchtower. However, the vines only produced 
worthless grapes. So God decided to tear down the hedges and the watch tower and allow the land to 
be laid to waste (5:1-7). The men of honor and important and the arrogant will be humbled (5:13-15) 
as God brings judgment against His people through military defeat (5:26-30). 

Isaiah will speak of the of the condemnation of the proud in great detail in chapters 7-28. 
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The Holiness of God 

The Vision of Isaiah 

Early in his life, Isaiah had served as a chronicler for King Uzziah. Isaiah probably had enjoyed 
working for this king. But then ,the king died, and Isaiah would realize a change in career as God 
takes this court historian and turns him into the most renown of the literary prophets. 

In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the 
temple. Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two 
he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two 
he flew. And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, 
is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." And the 
foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who 
called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. (Isaiah 6:1-4) 

Here we get a glimpse into the throne room of God. This is a truly awe-inspiring scene with God, 
high and exalted sitting on a throne, his robe filling the temple. Angels are shouting the character of 
God in a loud rumble that shakes the throne room of heaven. The singular characteristic attributed to 
the Lord is his holiness. 

You will note what the angles sing is holy, holy, holy. It©s not just Holy. It©s not even Holy, Holy. 
They proclaim "Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts". They do not sing, "Love, Love, Love, is the 
Lord of hosts," even though we know that God is Love. They do not sing "Justice, Justice, Justice, is 
the Lord of hosts," even though we know that God is Just. Instead they sing Holy, Holy, Holy. 4 

I would suggest to you that Holiness is the attribute with which God wants to be primarily 
identified. It is the characteristic shouted in the throne room of God.  That being the case, we should 
take God’s holiness very seriously. We should take the time to understand what it means to be Holy. 
                                                      
4R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of God (Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,1985), p. 40. 
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Through this experience, Isaiah comes to understand this importance of God’s holiness. This is 
demonstrated throughout his writings, as his favorite title for God is “ the Holy One of Israel.”  

Importance of Holiness 

We see glimpses into the throne room of God in two occasions: Isaiah 6 & Revelation 4:8. In 
both cases, the attribute of God proclaimed in the throne room is God’s holiness. Holiness is the 
attribute with which God wants to be primarily identified. 

(Revelation 4:8 NIV)  Each of the four living creatures had six 
wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. 
Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." 

Given that holiness is the one attribute shouted by the angels in the throne room of heaven, we 
should take God’s holiness very seriously. 

The Bible says that God is holy, holy, holy. Not that He is merely 
holy, or even holy, holy. He is holy, holy, holy. The Bible never says 
that God is love, love, love, or mercy, mercy, mercy, or wrath, 
wrath, wrath, or justice, justice, justice. It does say that He is holy, 
holy, holy, the whole earth is full of His glory.5 

Holiness Defined 

So what is Holiness? Outside of church, the only times a modern speaker would use the word 
would be to say something like, "Holy Cow," or "Holy Smokes," or my personal favorite, "Holy 
Moley." But what is holiness? Holiness is one of those religious terms we hear all the time but 
sometimes struggle to define. We can use synonyms such as sacred, consecrated, and hallowed. But 
these terms have the same stuffy old feeling as holy. Holiness, as amplified in scripture, seems to 
encompass three things:  

Holiness Means to Be Set Apart 
God is unique. He has no rivals or competition6. He is unsearchable, incomprehensible, 

incomparable, great, wonderful, and exalted7. 

(Exodus 15:11 NIV) Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? 
Who is like you-- majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working 
wonders? 

In our house, we have a Red Plate. Around the outside of the plate are the words, "You Are 
Special Today." In our house, on a special occasion, or after someone has done something important, 
they get to eat off the Red Plate on the dinner. So, for birthdays, Mother©s Day, or some other special 
day, we dig out the Red Plate. We don©t use it every day. It is reserved, set apart, for special 
occasions. Because of its special-ness, we keep it in a different cabinet than the rest of the dishes. We 
don©t run it through the dishwasher, but we wash it by hand. It©s a special plate. To the extent that 
holiness means that something is set apart, our Red Plate is holy. It is set apart, different from the rest 
of the dishes. 

When we say that God is holy, we are saying he is set apart, different, and more special than 
anything else is. 

Let me give you another example. In 1999 we visited Washington D.C. and saw Arlington 
National Cemetery. At the gate to the cemetery there is a sign which says, "this is Hallowed Ground, 

                                                      
5R. C. Sproul, 40. 
6Bob Deffinbaugh. The Holiness of God. (http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=252). 
7John D. W. Watts. “Holy.”  Holman Bible Dictionary for Windows, 1994. 
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our Nation©s most sacred shrine." That sign was saying Arlington Cemetery is holy. There was 
something different about visiting Arlington. All the museums, the monuments, most of those places 
were busy places with people talking and running around. But at Arlington, people were silent or 
whispering. People stood in front of the graves and were respectful. Why? This cemetery was 
hallowed. It was not an ordinary place. It wasn©t a park or a shopping mall. It was special, a place to 
be honored.  

When the angles sing Holy, Holy, Holy, they mean God is special. God is not just like any other 
being. God is set apart. He is holy. He is not to be treated like just anyone else or to be thought of in 
“everyday”  terms. He is holy. 

Holiness Means To be morally pure 
But God©s holiness is more than just being separate and without comparison. It also encompasses 

the idea of purity. Holy things are pure and clean. There is no evil or wickedness. 

(Habakkuk 1:13 NKJV) You are of purer eyes than to behold 
evil, and cannot look on wickedness.  

To say that God is pure and perfect means does not merely mean that God doesn©t have any 
imperfections. In the same way that being healthy is not merely the absence of illness, God©s purity is 
not just the absence of imperfection. Holiness means that God is absolutely perfect.  

God©s holiness means God is righteousness. But righteousness does not merely mean that God 
does what is right. Rather, righteousness means that whatever God does is right. Righteousness itself 
is defined by God©s character. He is the standard of all that is good and right.  

If righteousness is defined by anything other than God©s character, then God would be subject to 
a standard outside himself. If God were subject to a standard outside himself, then he would not be 
that set apart, special being. He would not then be holy. 

When the angles sing Holy, Holy, Holy, we mean that God is pure and that all righteousness is 
defined by who God is.  

Holiness amplifies all of the other attributes of God 
Finally, holiness is not merely just another attribute in a long list of attributes. It is the attribute 

proclaimed by the Seraphim in heaven. As such, holiness becomes a synonym for God himself.  
It is the attribute by which all His other attributes are qualified. God©s love is a holy love. God©s 

justice is a holy justice. His mercy is a holy mercy. His power is a holy power. His Spirit is the Holy 
Spirit. 8 

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 

The Response of Isaiah 

When we contemplate God©s holiness, what should our response be? Isaiah©s response is a good 
example of what our response will be if we truly understand truly experience His holiness.  

(Isaiah 6:5 NKJV) So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! 
Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The Lord of 
hosts."  

Isaiah became aware of His own sinfulness, especially related to his speech. When confronted 
with the transcendent purity of God, his impurity was readily apparent. Furthermore, he became 
aware of His people’s sinfulness. But mostly, he became aware of his fate. He understood that his 
lack of holiness doomed him ("Woe is me, for I am undone!"). 

                                                      
8 Deffinbaugh. 
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(Isaiah) was not impressed with his "significance." His "self-
esteem" was not enhanced. Just the opposite took place. His vision 
of the holiness of God caused Isaiah to lament his utter sinfulness. If 
God was holy, Isaiah saw he was not9 

When confronted with God©s holiness, our response is humility. Humility is seeing God for who 
He is. But it is also seeing myself for who I am not. If we truly understand God, and therefore 
understand ourselves and our meaning and purpose, we will be humble people.  

Humility, in my opinion, is the foundational character trait of the Christian. To become a 
Christian, it requires that we first humble ourselves and admit our need for a savior. But it should be 
a trait that becomes more and more evident the closer we are to God. I have become convinced that 
spiritual maturity is not so much that we sin less and less, but rather that we become more and more 
aware of how sinful we really are. 

The Purpose of His Vision 

Fortunately God does not leave Isaiah in his doomed, woeful state. God, in his holiness, takes the 
initiative to forgive, to purify and  purge Isaiah of his sin so that he can be a used by Him.  

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his 
hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my 
mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and your 
iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven." (Isaiah 6:6-7) 

He then volunteered to proclaim God’s message 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!" (Isaiah 
6:8) 

But God warns him that the message would not be well received. 

He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not 
perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.' "Render the 
hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, 
Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed." (Isaiah 
6:9-10) 

The awesomeness of God’s holiness did two things for Isaiah. First, it made Him aware of His 
own ruined state, and His incredible need for God’s mercy. Second, it helped Him to continue to 
persevere through prosecution, knowing that the fear of God and His holiness was greater than the 
fear of men and their rejection of Him. 

In a culture that tells us that the way to find meaning is to look inside yourself, to pull yourself 
up by your bootstraps, humility seems like a foolish, weak, unempowered character trait. But God 
tells us that the way up is down, that when we humble ourselves, we will be lifted up (James 4:10). 
This is the foundation of the Christian life… humility based on a true understanding of God’s 
holiness. 

                                                      
9Deffinbaugh 
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The Failure of K ing Ahaz (Chapter  7-8) 

Ahaz Receives a Sign 

During the reign of King Ahaz, Israel joined forces with Aram (Syria) to attack Jerusalem. Isaiah 
was sent by God to King Ahaz to reassure him that the Lord would protect Jerusalem if only Ahaz 
would place his faith in the Lord (7:3-9). 

God tells Ahaz to ask for a sign to prove that indeed He would protect Jerusalem. The sign could 
be anything, great or small (7:10-11). God is giving Ahaz the opportunity to receive anything from 
Him. But Ahaz passes, saying in a false piety, “ I will not test the Lord”  (7:12). Ahaz was not 
concerned with putting the Lord to the test, for in his mind, he didn’ t need the Lord, for he had 
already taken care of the problem. He had arranged an alliance with Assyria who would help him 
with the threat of Israel and Aram (2 Kings 16:7-9). 

While Ahaz refused a sign, God would give a sign anyway.  

Behold, a virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and she will 
call His name Immanuel… for before the boy will know enough to 
refuse good or choose evil, the land whose two kings you dread will 
be forsaken. (Isaiah 7:14, 16) 

But not only will Israel and Aram be forsaken before Isaiah’s son reaches the age of 
accountability, but the very country which Ahaz will trust to save Jerusalem will turn around and 
cause ruin for Jerusalem (7:17). Isaiah’s son will not be named Immanuel, but Maher-shalal-hash-
baz, which means “swift is the booty, speedy is the prey”  (8:1-4). Assyria will come and lay waste to 
Jerusalem (8:5-8). 

The Fear of Ahaz 

King Ahaz feared the armies of Aram and Israel more than he feared God (7:2b). Isaiah, when 
confronted with the holiness of Yahweh was full of fear (6:5). In fact, the very thresholds of the 
heavenly temple shake in fear of the holiness of God (6:4). But Ahaz wasn’ t afraid of God. He was 
afraid of the armies of men. But it is Yahweh of hosts, the Holy One whom Ahaz should be fearing 
(7:13). 

It is Yahweh of hosts whom you should regard as holy 
And He shall be your fear, 
And He shall be your dread 

(Isaiah 8:13) 

King Ahaz sought a political solution for a spiritual problem. Now Assyria will come back to bite 
him. The lesson for us? If we don’ t trust God with the little problems, our alternative solutions will 
often turn out to be a bigger problem than the one we are trying to solve10!   

The Future K ing (Chapter  9, 11-12) 

Ahaz’s failure to trust in Yahweh prompts God to announce the coming of a future king who 
would rule His people well11. 

The Assyrian army had invaded most of northern Israel and conquered the territory known as 
Galilee. This region bore the brunt of God’s judgment against Israel. But someday, it would be this 
region from which the future King would come (9:1). 

                                                      
10 Davis, 24. 
11 Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart. How to Read the Bible Book by Book. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002), 

179. 
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The people who walk in darkness 
Will see a great light; 
Those who live in a dark land, 
The light will shine on them. 

(Isaiah 9:2) 

While Isaiah’s son partially fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14, this child was not Immanuel, 
God with us. Now Isaiah tells of a future fulfillment of this birth of this child in 9:6-7.  

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us 
And the government shall rest upon His shoulders 
And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 
There will be  no end to the increase of His government or of 

peace 
To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 
The zeal of Yahweh of hosts will accomplish this. 

(Isaiah 9:6-7) 

This coming child from Galilee will be a king whose reign will never end, and who will establish 
justice and peace. But not only will He be a righteous king, but he will also be called “Might God”  
and “Eternal Father.”  This coming King will be God incarnate. 

Chapters 11 speaks of this reign of justice and peace with great detail. The coming king will 
judge the nations righteously (11:3-5, 10), and there will be such peace that wild animals and 
domesticated animals will lie together in harmony (11:6-9). The king will gather the remnants of 
exiled Israel back to himself (11:11-13), in what Isaiah calls a “second Exodus”  (11:16b). 

Isaiah concludes this section in chapter 12 with a song of praise and thanksgiving which is to be 
sung by the returning remnant. 

The Judgment of Assyr ia (Chapter  10) 

While Assyria will indeed be the agent of God’s judgment (10:5), this empire will be judged by 
God for as well. It will see Jerusalem and its God the same as any other capital city and their gods 
which were so easily defeated (10:10-11). But God will demonstrate that He is not like any other god 
and he will destroy them for their arrogance (10:12). 

In that day there will be a remnant who have escaped the Assyrian invasion, and they will be 
unlike King Ahaz. This remnant will “never again rely on the one who struck them, but will truly rely 
on Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel”  (10:20). 
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Pr ide of the Nations 

Beginning in chapter 13, Isaiah delivers oracles against all the nations around Israel. God will 
bring about judgment on all the nations of the world for one primary sin: pride. 

·  The Pride of Assyria (10:12-16) 
·  The Pride of Babylon (13:11-12) 
·  The Pride of Moab (16:6-7) 
·  The Pride of Tyre (23:6-9) 

Pride is also the sin for which God is punishing the nation of Israel 

·  The Pride of Judah (2:12-18, 5:13-16, 20-21) 
·  The Pride of Samaria (9:8-11) 
·  The Pride of Ephraim (28:1-4) 
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In the first 28 chapters of Isaiah, the prophet declares God’s judgment on Judah and the 
surrounding nations. The common sin of each of these nations is their arrogance. They each believed 
in their own strength and abilities and were proud. They did not give God his due consideration. 

The structure of this begins and ends by describing the sin and the punishment for God’s people. 
In between, Isaiah lists his oracles against the surrounding nations. It is very likely that Isaiah did not 
communicate this message to these nations (at least directly). Rather, as with Amos, the message 
probably was given to demonstrate to Judah of God’s abhorrence of the sin of arrogance and the 
inevitable punishment this arrogance brings. 

The Sin of Lucifer  (14:12-15) 

The key passage dealing with the sin of arrogance comes in the middle of Isaiah’s oracle against 
the nation of Babylon. Isaiah describes how God will destroy Babylon and describes their sin as a 
desire to be like God himself.  

However, in verse 12, the object of this description is not merely the King of Babylon. The 
object is given the title "the Star of the Morning." This is the literal meaning of the Hebrew. This 
same word often is translated as the proper noun, Lucifer. When reviewing the sins listed in this 
passage with the thought of Lucifer, our adversary, it appears that Isaiah is describing to us the fall of 
not just Babylon, but Satan himself. 

His sin and his banishment from heaven are described in 5 “ I Wills...”  
·  I will ascend into heaven. 
·  I will exalt my throne above the stars of God. 
·  I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north. 
·  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds. 
·  I will be like the Most High 
The original sin of Satan, and the sin of each of the nations condemned in the first 28 chapters of 

Isaiah, is considered by God to be the most heinous of sins. Arrogance, or the belief that one can be 
as great as God himself, is abhorrent to God. God humiliates those who are arrogant and proud. 

Condemnation of the whole wor ld – (Chapter  24) 

After condemning the nations for their arrogance, this section of Isaiah reaches its climax in a 
declaration of final judgment against the whole earth. The Lord will lay waste and devour the entire 
earth, leaving only a few people alive (24:1-6). The entire earth will cry out in mourning and terror as 
it is destroyed (24:7-20). On that day Yahweh will punish “ the host of heaven,”  bringing an end to 
the rebellion of Satan (24:21a), and he will punish all the arrogant kings of the earth (24:21b). This 
will then usher in Yahweh’s righteous reign from Zion (24:23) 

Restoration and Hope (Chapters 25-27) 

Isaiah then completes the section with a song of praise for God who defeats the arrogant and lifts 
up the humble. God will be a defense to the helpless (25:4), and the afflicted will trample on those 
who have arrogantly ruled over them (26:5-6).  

The earth will be restored and the Lord will establish his kingdom of peace and prosperity for the 
righteous, for those who trust in the Lord (26:2-4). The righteous had been waiting for this moment 
like a pregnant woman ready to give birth (26:17). But now God will raise the dead back to life and 
bring them into His kingdom (26:19). 

Therefore, the righteous need wait patiently, for the Lord will bring punishment to the evil 
(26:20-21), and he will gather his remnant from Assyria and Egypt and they shall come and worship 
the Lord on Zion (27:12-13). 
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In chapters 7 – 12 King Ahaz is confronted with an invading army and must choose to trust God 

for deliverance or trust in a foreign alliance. In chapters 29 – 39, Ahaz’s son, King Hezekiah faces 
the same choice. However, unlike his father, Hezekiah chooses to trust in the Lord rather than the 
armies of men. Hezekiah serves as a contrast to the arrogance of the nations and is an illustration of 
one who humbly trusts in the Lord. 

The Warning- Don’ t Rely on Egypt 

The Threats of Sennacherib (Chapter 36) 

Isaiah records in chapters 36-39 a historical narrative, which is almost identical to 2 Kings 18-20. 
The Assyrian king, Sennacherib has invaded Judah and conquered nearly all the fortified cities. The 
army of Assyria is outside the gates of Jerusalem, and the king’s General, Rabshakeh, calls out to the 
people of Jerusalem to surrender. 

In his call for surrender, Rabshakeh gives two primary reasons why Jerusalem will not be able to 
withstand the coming siege: 

·  You can not trust Egypt (v. 6) 
·  You can not trust Yahweh (v. 7, 18-20). 

Isaiah’s Prior Warning 

Rabshakeh’s first reason was accurate. Egypt could not be trusted to rescue Jerusalem. Isaiah 
himself had warned that the people were not to trust Egypt in 30:1-3. Very likely there were those in 
Jerusalem that had been pushing for the king to make a strategic alliance with the super-power to the 
south. Just as King Ahaz had trusted in Assyria to defeat the Israel-Aram alliance, now Hezekiah 
would be tempted to trust in Egypt to defeat Assyria.  

The problem was not in the political or military alliance. Rather, by seeking an alliance with 
Egypt, Hezekiah would be trusting in military strength rather than in God.  

Now the Egyptians are men and not God, And their horses are 
flesh and not spirit; So the LORD will stretch out His hand, And he 
who helps will stumble And he who is helped will fall, And all of 
them will come to an end together. (Isaiah 31:3 NASB) 

To trust in Egypt and military strength would be a sign of the pride and arrogance which Isaiah 
had just condemned in the prior 27 chapters. Judah would be trusting in the might of men rather than 
in God. Judah had exalted the Egyptians to the place where only God rightfully should be.  

Isaiah even prophesied of Assyria’s conquering of Egypt. In Chapter 20, Isaiah foretold this 
event by walking around Jerusalem naked and barefoot. The reason for Egypt’s occupation is given 
in Isaiah 20:5:  

"Then they shall be dismayed and ashamed because of Cush 
their hope and Egypt their boast.”  (Isaiah 20:5 NASB). 

Hezekiah Heeds the  Warning (37:1-20) 

Hezekiah knew that Rabshakeh was correct in his assessment of Egypt. However, he took 
personally his slandering of His God. Hezekiah responds to the Assyrian threat by calling for the 
whole city to pray before God (vs. 1-4). Hezekiah’s prayer is recorded in vs. 16-20. In this prayer, 
Hezekiah affirms God’s greatness and his own inadequacy. Hezekiah is humble before God, and 
expresses his hopeless state. This is a tremendous contrast to those condemned by Isaiah in the early 
part of the book. Where others trusted their military might or their political power, Hezekiah trusted 
only the Yahweh and His faithfulness. 
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Hezekiah’s prayer was not for the deliverance of the people, but for God to defend His honor 
before this arrogant Assyrian. Rabshakeh had maligned God, comparing Him to idols who were 
unable to defend the other nations. Hezekiah asked for victory over the Assyrians so that “all the 
kingdoms of the earth may  know that You alone, Yahweh, are God”  (37:20). 

Hezekiah understood the calling of the nation of Israel. He was not asking God to save his own 
skin, but to help Israel do what Solomon had set forth in 1 King 8:60 as the purpose of the nation.  

God is Faithful (37:21-38) 

In response to Hezekiah’s prayer, God sends Isaiah to tell Hezekiah that God will deliver him. 
But as part of the response, Isaiah also speaks out against the arrogance of Sennacherib, who has 
taken credit for the things that God has done (vs. 23-26). But God know of his raging against God 
and his arrogance (37:28-29), and God will humble the king. Furthermore, Isaiah prophesies (vs. 33-
35) that Assyria will leave without a battle.  

This happens just as predicted (vs. 36-37), and the king of Assyria is killed by his sons with his 
own sword (vs. 38). 

The Conclusion of Hezekiah’s Reign (Chapters 38-39) 

Hezekiah comes down with an illness, and Isaiah tells him that he will die. Hezekiah is grieved 
over this news, and in a powerful prayer asks God to allow him to live, for he can serve God better 
alive than dead. God allows Hezekiah to live. 

However, Hezekiah makes a foolish and arrogant mistake later in life. The king of Babylon heard 
that Hezekiah had recovered from his illness and sent an emissary to wish him well. Hezekiah 
pridefully shows the Babylonian emissary the riches of his treasury and reveals his armory. When 
Isaiah hears of this, he declares that some day Babylon will come and conquer Judah and take away 
all hat he had shown them. Furthermore, Hezekiah’s descendents will be carried off into exile. 

Hezekiah is strangely glad at this news, for this is trouble for the future generations. For now, 
under his reign, there will be peace. 

With chapter 39, the focus of attention moves from Assyria and its threat to Israel and Judah, to 
Babylon. The rest of the book will focus on the exile to Babylon predicted in this chapter, and will 
speak primarily to that future generation awaiting deliverance from their Babylonian exile. 

� � 	 �� � �
 � �� �� 	 � � �� ��4 � � �
 � �
 � 	 �� � � 5�	 �%&� � � 
 	 � �) � *�
Isaiah 40 serves as a transitional chapter in the book. It carries forward the theme of pride and 

humility, but also sets the tone of comfort and hope that will characterize the rest of the book. It is a 
very poetic chapter, considered by many to be one of the most beautifully written descriptions of 
God’s sovereignty in the whole bible. 

In verses 12-26, Isaiah shows how far God is above his creation. He declares that to God, “ the 
nations are as a drop in a bucket,”  and “are counted by Him less than nothing.”  The haughtiness of 
the nations is foolishness when you look at it from God’s perspective. 

If we understand our place from God’s perspective, God will comfort us and give us strength (v. 
27-31). “He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power. (Isaiah 
40:29 NASB)”  It is the weak that shall have strength, and the humble that will be lifted up by God.  
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There are two responses people generally have when they encounter God©s transcendence. Some, 
when seeing an all-powerful, all-seeing God are fearful and scared. If God can see everything I do, if 
he knows everything about me, and can do absolutely anything, then I can not escape from Him. 
God©s transcendence is a scary thing if you have not experienced God©s forgiveness.  

But Isaiah reason for writing is not fear. Isaiah begins this whole passage with his intent in 
discussing God©s transcendence. 

(Isaiah 40:1) Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" Says your God.  

To those who have found forgiveness from God, His transcendence brings comfort and strength 
for the week. It gives us confidence.  

(Isaiah 40:29-31) He gives power to the weak, and to those who 
have no might He increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and 
be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait 
on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk 
and not faint. 

If I have been purified by God, and have found forgiveness from Him, then I have God on my 
side. God, who is all-powerful, all-knowing, transcendent. I have access to someone who can do 
anything. With God on my side, there is nothing to fear. I have a reservoir of strength and confidence 
in God from which I can tap.  
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The final 26 chapters of the book are prophecies of hope and restoration for Israel. There is the 

redemption of the nation as it returns from the Babylonian exile under Cyrus of Persia (Chapters 41-
49). More important, however, is the redemption of Israel from its state of sin (Chapters 50-49). This 
redemption requires the sacrifice of one known as the Servant of Yahweh. The book ends with a 
description of the restored kingdom of Israel (Chapters 60-66) 
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Chapters 41-48 prophesy the deliverance of the Jews from captivity. The agent of this 

deliverance is named specifically in 44:28-45:1 as King Cyrus. Yet while there is a primary 
fulfillment in Cyrus, some of the predictions also seem to have a secondary fulfillment in the 
suffering servant discussed below. 

Isaiah wrote this passage almost two centuries before Cyrus was even born. Yet the details of his 
deliverance are remarkable. Because of this, many modern scholars who discount the predictive 
element of Isaiah state, for no other reason, that this half of Isaiah must have been written much later.  
Cyrus was not a worshipper of God. In 45:4, it is states that he didn’ t even know God. But God can 
use a worldly leader even when he doesn’ t acknowledge that he is being used as an agent of God. 

Do Not Fear , I  am Yahweh 

In chapter 40, Yahweh is revealed as the everlasting creator of the universe for whom the nations 
and kings of the earth are merely play things. He has all things under His control and no one can 
manipulate or interfere with his sovereign plan.  

Because Yahweh is the one controlling the events, His people do not need to be afraid, even in 
the midst of their exile. They need not fear for He is their God, and He will strengthen, help, and 
uphold them with his righteousness (41:10). They need not fear for their redeemer is the Holy One of 
Israel (41:14).  

They need not fear for He has called them by name and they belong to Him (43:1), for Israel is 
precious in His sight (43:4a). Even though they have been severely tested in the exile, they will not 
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be destroyed. Though they have gone through the waters, they will not be drowned (43:2a). Though 
they have gone through the flames, they will not be burned (43:2b). He is Yahweh, their God and 
their savior (43:3). They need not fear for Yahweh will gather the nation from the ends of the earth 
and will restore the nation (43:5-6).  

In chapter 44 Yahweh again tells His people not to fear (44:2b) for He will pour out His Spirit 
upon His people and they will declare to one another that they belong to Yahweh (44:5) 

Deliverance from Babylon 

Isaiah’s prophecies become very specific about the deliverance 
of Israel. God will save the nation through God’s manipulation of 
the geopolitical situation, for He is the one who delivers up nations 
and subdues kings (41:2b).  

In this context, however, this means that it is the Lord who has 
brought a nation from the east (41:2a) and from the north (41:25) 12 
to deliver His people from their exile in Babylon. While Babylon 
was God’s agent of discipline against Judah (47:6a), they treated 
God’s people poorly (47:6b) and thought that their empire would 
last forever (47:7). Therefore, God’s arm will be against Babylon 
(48:14), and Israel will be allowed to flee from Babylon (48:20). 

Isaiah names this agent of deliverance in 44:28-45:1. Cyrus 
would be the shepherd of the people, providing for the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the temple (44:28). He will also 
restore the temple treasury (45:3). For this reason, Cyrus is called 
Yahweh’s anointed (or Messiah, in Hebrew) (45:1). 

This prophecy was fulfilled when King Cyrus of the Medo-
Persian empire defeats the Babylonian empire and then in 538 BC 
gives his permission for the Jews to return to their homeland. He 
also commissioned the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 
1:2) and gave back the temple utensils which had been taken by 
King Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the original temple (Ezra 1:7-
11). He also provided funds to help with the building and to bring 
in cedar wood from Lebanon (Ezra 3:7). This was part of Cyrus’  political strategy to win support of 
the people, for he also restored the temples in Babylon after defeating them. Nonetheless, God used 
this king to accomplish His purposes for His people. 

The Purpose of the Deliverance 

God was to deliver Israel from their Babylonian captivity for a specific purpose. First, to declare 
to His own people that He was their God, and that He alone was God. Secondly, the restoration of 
Israel would declare to all the nations that Yahweh was the one true God. 

That Israel would know the one true God 

In chapter 44, God declares that He is Yahweh, the King of Israel, and that: 

I am the first and I am the last, 
And there is no God besides Me. (Isaiah 44:6) 

Isaiah then goes on to tell of the futility of idolatry (44:9-20). Idols are just made of iron and 
wood, but these graven images can not provide or deliver the people. All these gods are false gods. 
But Yahweh is the maker of all things (44:24). 

                                                      
12 41:25 states that Cyrus is from the North. According to JFB, both are true. Persia is east of Babylon, while 

Media is north of Persia. Cyrus ruled over the Medo-Persian empire. 

Cyrus II, King of Persia on a 
bas-relief from Pasargadae as a 
winged figure with crown of 
goat’s horns and solar disks. 
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The Babylonian gods, Bel and Nebo (46:1), do not compare at all to the one true God. Indeed, 
now that Israel has been released from their captivity, now these gods find themselves in captivity 
(46:2). There is no god who can compare to the one true God (46:5, 9), and He will accomplish His 
purposes (46:10). Even King Cyrus was called by God as He planned (46:11) 

God will cause the deliverance of His people from the Babylonian exile so that Israel might know 
and believe that Yahweh is the one true God and that He is the only one who saves them. 

"You are My witnesses," declares the LORD, "And My servant 
whom I have chosen, So that you may know and believe Me And 
understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, And 
there will be none after Me. "I, even I, am the LORD, And there is 
no savior besides Me. (Isaiah 43:10-11) 

That the world would know the one true God 

From the time God called Abraham to be the father of His people, Israel had been called to be a 
witness to the world that Yahweh was the one true God (Genesis 12:3, 1 Kings 8:60).  God will use 
his deliverance of Israel from exile as a witness so that all the nations of the earth will know that He 
alone is God. 

There will be a day when the nations will be subservient to Israel and they will say: 

“ Surely, God is with you, and there is none else, no other God.”  
(Isaiah 45:14b) 

In that day, those who make idols will be humiliated for the deliverance of Israel will irrefutably 
demonstrate that Yahweh is the only true God (45:15-17). 

God has not hidden his deliverance of Israel (45:19), for this is how He will prove that He is the 
creator of the universe and that He is Yahweh and there is no one else (45:18).  

Then God issues an invitation for all people to come to Him. He promises that He will deliver, 
not just Israel, but all who come to Him (45:22). Salvation and righteousness will be given not only 
to Israel, but all the world. Furthermore, even if the nations do not turn to Him, they will be forced to 
acknowledge that He is the Lord, for all will bow down and swear alliegence to Him (45:23).  For 
this is the ultimate purpose of the nation of Israel (45:25). 

"Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth;  
For I am God, and there is no other.  
"I have sworn by Myself,  
The word has gone forth from My mouth in righteousness  
And will not turn back,  
That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance.  
They will say of Me, 'Only in the LORD are righteousness and 

strength.'  
Men will come to Him,  
And all who were angry at Him will be put to shame.  
In the LORD all the offspring of Israel  
Will be justified and will glory" (Isaiah 45:22-25) 
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Overview of the Servant Songs 

Isaiah mentions several times throughout chapters 40-55 a person known as the Lord’s “Servant.”  
This servant is described in a series of four “Servant Songs” :13 

The Servant Songs 

Isaiah 42:1-9- The Call of the Servant 

The Servant will receive the Spirit of the Lord (42:1). His ministry will not be one which 
receives a lot of attention (42:2). But His ministry will be to serve as a covenant between the Lord 
and the people (42:6) and to be a light unto the nations (42:6). In this Messiah will come a new thing 
(42:9) … a new covenant. He will open blind eyes and will set free the captives (42:7). 

“ In the first Servant song, Yahweh gives a distant, or long 
range, prophecy of His Servant who will bring salvation and 
establish a proper order on the whole earth” 14 

Isaiah 49:1-13- The Commission of the Servant 

The Servant will have been called even before His birth (49:1, 5). He will be God’s agent to 
demonstrate His glory (49:3). He will bring Israel back to the worship of the Lord (49:5). 
Furthermore, He will bring salvation not just to Israel, but will be a light to all the nations, that 
salvation might come to the ends of the earth (49:6). Although he will be despised, ultimately all the 
rulers of the world will bow down to Him (49:7). 

“ The message of the second song is that the rejected Servant 
will bring salvation to the Gentiles and ultimately will restore Israel 
to the land and to Yahweh.” 15 

Isaiah 50:4-11 - The Commitment of the Servant 

The Servant did what God had asked Him to do (50:5). He withstood physical abuse from those 
rejected Him (50:6). Because the Servant has obediently gone through this suffering, God will 
vindicate Him and will bring judgment upon those who reject Him (50:11). 

“ The message of (the third song) is fairly clear: The righteous 
but rejected Servant of Yahweh indicates that Yahweh who discipled 
Him will also vindicate Him.” 16 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 - The Career of the Servant 

“ The message of (the fourth song) thus materializes: Yahweh 
announces the exaltation of His servant because of His satisfactory 
substitutionary death for the sins of both His guilty people and the 
Gentiles.” 17 

                                                      
13 F. Duane Lindsey, The Servant Songs: A Study in Isaiah, Chicago: Moody Press, 1985. 
14 Ibid., 36. 
15 Ibid., 60 
16 Ibid., 80 
17 Ibid., 100. 
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Identity of the Servant 

There are a number of different interpretations as to who Isaiah’s suffering servant might be. The 
traditional Christian interpretation is that Isaiah is referring to the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. There 
are a number of evidences for this interpretation: 

Jesus stated Isaiah 53 would be fulfilled through himself: 

"For I tell you that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me, 
'AND HE WAS NUMBERED WITH TRANSGRESSORS'; for that 
which refers to Me has its fulfillment." (Luke 22:37) 

The apostolic teaching showed Isaiah 53 as fulfilled in Jesus: 

Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and 
said, "Do you understand what you are reading?... The eunuch 
answered Philip and said, "Please tell me, of whom does the prophet 
say this? Of himself or of someone else?" Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him. 
(Acts 8:30, 34-35) 

The accomplishments of Jesus of Nazareth fulfill the picture of the servant of Yahweh. 

The Agent of Salvation (Chapter  53) 

The Separation & Redemption (Chapter 59) 

Isaiah discusses the need for redemption in chapter 59, as he describes how sin has created a 
separation between God and us. 

(Isaiah 59:2 NASB)  "But your iniquities have made a 
separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden 
His face from you, so that He does not hear." 

As it states in verse 1, the separation is not a result of God’s inability. To the contrary, “God’s 
hand is not so short that it can not save.”  But our iniquities prevent a relationship with Him. 
This is not pleasing to God. Therefore God had to take the initiative to bring salvation. 

(Isaiah 59:16 NASB)  "And He saw that there was no man, And 
was astonished that there was no one to intercede; Then His own 
arm brought salvation to Him; And His righteousness upheld Him." 

What is the process by which his "arm" brings salvation? How is righteousness upheld? The 
answer came six chapters earlier in one of the most famous Messianic prophesies in the Old 
Testament. 

The Servant’s humble origins (vs. 1-3) 

The Servant is described as lacking a handsome appearance and not having a stately form. The 
Servant is humble in his origins, not being from an upper class or esteemed position. Because of this, 
Israel does not recognize Him. 

In light of God’s hatred of the proud and lofty, this is an appropriate place to find the Messiah 
His servant comes from the very position that God promises to strengthen and uphold. 

The Servant’s substitutionary atonement (vs. 4-11) 

The Servant was killed as a guilt offering for the atonement of sins. A guilt offering is a concept 
practiced regularly by the Jews. Yet in the Jewish religion, the offering is always an animal. Here 
Isaiah describes the sacrifice of a Man will take away the sins of the people.  
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(Isaiah 53:5 NASB)  "But He was pierced through for our 
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening 
for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are 
healed." 

All of us have sinned. But our sin has fallen upon the suffering servant. He did this willingly, 
enduring our punishment in our place. As a result, He died and was buried. His death served as a 
guilt offering. It pleased God to offer up the Servant as a guilt offering, for in his suffering would 
come the salvation of all mankind.  

The Servant’s exaltation (vs. 12) 

What humility it takes for this Servant to give up himself for the sake of so many other unworthy 
people. The servant willingly went, not speaking or giving a defense of himself. And as a result of 
this humility, God will:  

(Isaiah 53:12 NASB)  "... allot Him a portion with the great, And 
He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out 
Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He 
Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors." 

This picture of Christ is reiterated in Philippians 2, where Paul describes how Christ humbled 
himself, dying on the cross. As a reward for this humility, Christ is seated now at the right hand of 
the Father.  

This humility is a wonderful contrast to the arrogance of Satan, who attempted to lift himself up 
and to take the place of Almighty God himself.  

Salvation comes through the humility of the Suffering Servant, and is accomplished only if I am 
willing to have this same humility before God. 
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After Isaiah’s prophecies of deliverance from exile and from their transgressions, the book’s final 

six chapters conclude with a description of the final deliverance of Israel to future glory during the 
time of the Messianic kingdom. The time of this Messianic kingdom is sometimes referred to as the 
“Millennium,”  due to its 1,000 year length predicted in Revelation 20:1-6.  

Var ious Eschatological Viewpoints 

There are a number of different ways that scholars look at the Messianic kingdom prophecies in 
the bible. These viewpoints all center around how one views the relationship between the nation of 
Israel and the church18.  

Amillennialism 

The a- in amillenialism means “no”  or “not.”  The amillennialist, then does not believe in a literal 
Messianic kingdom as predicted by the prophets. Instead, the Messianic kingdom is being fulfilled 
today in the present age of the church. Because Israel had rejected the Messiah, the promises given to 
her were transferred to the church. Predictions of peace and prosperity and the rule of Christ over the 
world are all figurative language referring to Christ’s reign over the church. This is the viewpoint of 
most reformed and Catholic theologians. 

The amillenialist still believes in the second coming of Christ, but it will take place as a single 
event which ushers in final judgment for the unbeliever and a new future glorious kingdom on the 
new earth. 

                                                      
18 Paul P. Enns. Moody Handbook of Theology. (Chicago: Moody Press 1989), 380-394. 
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Premillennialism 

The “pre-“  millennialist believes the Christ will return “before”  the Messianic kingdom. The 
Messiah will then physically rule over the world from His capitol in Jerusalem for a literal 1,000 
years. Israel will be the focal point of this Messianic kingdom, and Christ will bring gather all the 
Jewish people to himself where they will enjoy an unprecedented time of peace and prosperity.  

Under the premillennialist viewpoint, the church has not inherited the promises given to Israel 
and those promises will be fulfilled literally by the Jews at a yet future time. After this time, Christ 
will usher in a time of final judgment for the unbeliever and create a new heaven and a new earth.  

Premillennialist have varying viewpoints on the role the church plays in that age. One’s 
viewpoint depends heavily upon whether one believes in a pretribulational rapture of the church. 
Either the church will reign with Christ in their post resurrection glorified bodies, or the church will 
be absorbed into the nation of Israel and represent the nations invited to participate with Israel in its 
future glory. 

Postmillennialism 

Postmillennialist believe that Christ will return only after the church has created by herself a time 
of peace and prosperity which fulfills the prophecies. This viewpoint was popular in the late 19th and 
early 20th century as the church took on a new emphasis for social justice and utopianism. 
Postmillennialism virtually died out after World War II and the realization that such a time of peace 
could not be achieved without Christ himself. 

My Viewpoint\ 

In my opinion, the events and circumstances surrounding the Messianic kingdom do not correlate 
with any time in history. Furthermore, the prophecies which have been fulfilled were fulfilled 
literally, not spiritually. Therefore, I believe it is appropriate to consider the Messianic kingdom as a 
yet-future event in which the promises given to Israel will be fulfilled literally by the Jewish nation.  

Descr iption of the Future K ingdom 

The Gathering of the Peoples 

The promise of the future kingdom for Israel begins with the gathering of the Jews from all the 
corners of the earth back to Jerusalem and the Promised Land (60:4). The Jewish people will come 
from afar bringing the wealth of the entire world with them (60:5b). However, it will not just be 
Israel that gathers in Jerusalem. The lord shall gather all the nations (66:18). 

Israel No Longer Subservient 

When Israel comes to the Messianic kingdom, no longer will the nation be subservient to the 
other nations. After years of abuse and terror at the hands of other nations, now Israel will rule as the 
lone superpower in the world, for Christ himself will be their king. Never again will Israel have to 
give up its produce as tribute to other nations (62:8-9).Nations will either donate generously to the 
rebuilding of Israel (60:10-11, 13), or they will be destroyed (60:12).  

Prosperity 

This will be a time of unprecedented prosperity for Israel and the entire world. Economically, 
values will be skewed upwards due to the abundance, as gold will be as plentiful as bronze and silver 
as plentiful as iron (60:17). This wealth will come as all the nations bring their tribute to Israel 
(60:16).   

Peace 

The rule of the Messiah will usher in a time of peace as unseen before (65:12). Violence will be 
unheard of in the kingdom (60:18). War will be abolished, because the Messiah will serve as the 
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judge between the nations and His decision will be final and will be backed up with His power (2:4). 
This era of peace will not just affect nations, however. All creation will enjoy peace as predator and 
prey lie down together (65:25). 

Health 

This time of healing and peace affect are not just spiritual, but will affect even the health of the 
people in the kingdom. People will live amazingly long lives (65:20), living as long as the trees 
(65:22). Furthermore, the population of God’s people will grow, as even the smallest people group 
become as large nation (60:22). 

Righteousness and God’s Delight 

The peace, health and prosperity will be physical. However, the Messiah will also bring about 
spiritual peace, health and prosperity. God’s people will be made righteous and they will never again 
depart from following the Lord (60:21). All the world will see the righteousness of Israel and this 
will be her glory (62:1-2). The nation of Israel will no longer be a nation of rebellion, but will now be 
the Lord’s delight (62:4).  In the time of the Messianic kingdom, Israel and all humanity receives its 
final salvation and its final redemption (62:11-12). 

The Presence of the Lord 

The greatest aspect of Israel’s future glory, however, is that Yahweh himself will dwell 
physically in Jerusalem. The glory of the Lord will be among the nation (60:1-3). This glory is so 
bright that no longer will it be necessary for there to be a sun or a moon, for God himself will serve 
as the literal light unto the nations (60:19-20). 

Who will Enter  the K ingdom 

In the first half of Isaiah, the arrogant nations were condemned for their pride and for putting 
themselves above the God. However, those who were humble were delivered from their plight. This 
theme is reiterated in chapters 60-66. It is the humble who will receive the coming kingdom, while 
the proud will be rejected. 

Comfort to the Humble and Afflicted 

In Chapter 61:1-2, the purpose of the coming of the Messiah is to bring deliverance to the 
afflicted, the broken hearted, and the captives.  

Early in the ministry of Jesus, he read this very passage from a scroll in the synagogue in 
Nazareth, and then proclaimed, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing”  (Luke 4:16-
21). Indeed, much of Jesus ministry was one of brining deliverance and healing to the poor and the 
suffering. Ultimately, his death on the cross would bring salvation to those who were humble enough 
to accept it. 

These same afflicted and broken hearted will be those who eventually will be received into the 
coming Messianic kingdom. After Isaiah eloquently describes the peace and prosperity of the 
kingdom in 65:17-25, the Lord reminds us that He is above all things (66:1) and that He created all 
things (66:2a). Those who humbly recognize these facts and are contrite of heart, they will be the 
person will participate in the glorious kingdom. 

Suffering for the Arrogant and Hypocrites 

However, Jesus stopped reading after the first part of verse 219. The second half of verse 2 says 
that the Messiah will bring the day of vengeance of our God. This was not Jesus purpose in His first 
advent (John 3:17). But it will be a part of the second advent of the Messiah. 

                                                      
19 Davis, 107. 
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The Messiah will come marching in greatness and strength in His “dress uniform”  (63:1) to bring 
judgment and exercise his wrath on the people (63:3, 6). Those who practice their religion with 
hypocrisy will be among the fist who receive the Messiah’s judgment (66:3-4). The Messiah will 
usher in His kingdom by executing judgment and slaying those who have arrogantly opposed Him 
and His people (66:14-16). Thos who do not enter into the kingdom will face everlasting torture and 
judgment (66:24). 

The Call to Enter  the K ingdom 

The repentance of Israel 

Isaiah’s description of the coming kingdom is designed to bring comfort to Israel which is going 
into a time of captivity under Assyria and then Babylon. It is a reminder to the people that God has 
not forsaken them. He will bring judgment to the enemies of Israel and He will someday reestablish 
Israel as the center piece of the Messianic kingdom.  

But to participate in this kingdom, Israel needs to trust in the salvation of Yahweh. Chapter 63:7-
19, Isaiah leads the nation into a prayer of confession. It begins with a recognition of the grace 
granted the nation by Yahweh (63:7-8), and how their God had been their salvation (63:8). 
Specifically he remembers the Exodus, where God redeemed His people from slavery in Egypt and 
brought them into the Promised Land (63:11-14). But now the nation had forgotten their God. They 
had a hard heart (63:17) and in their rebellion became unrecognizable as children of Abraham and 
Israel (63:16). They had become as all the other nations (63:19).  

Isaiah confesses the sinfulness of the nation (64:5-7), and then proclaims repentance and a 
willingness to do whatever the Lord demands (64:8). Then the Lord will end his wrath and forgive 
their sins (64:9). 

The call to all nations 

But this call to repentance does not just apply to Israel. All the nations will come and see the 
glory of the Lord in the coming kingdom. The entire world will come up to the holy mountain of 
Zion and will bow before the Lord. In the coming kingdom Israel will realize it’ s calling to be the 
nation through which all humanity will come to know the true God. 

"For I know their works and their thoughts; the time is coming 
to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and see My 
glory…. And it shall be from new moon to new moon And from 
sabbath to sabbath, All mankind will come to bow down before Me," 
says the LORD. (Isaiah 66:18, 23) 
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